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5. MALACCA, OR MALAYA.

AFTER this superficial, and necessarily imperfect

sketch of the smaller kingdoms of Exterior India
; the

clearest and most succinct geographical arrangement

seems to point out the appended peninsula of Malacca

as the next object of description, before we proceed to

the more important monarchies of Siam and the Bir-

man empire, and from them to Hindostan.

Situation, extent, boundaries.] The northern boun-

daries of what may be properly called Malacca, are

not strictly defined
;
but it may, without considerable

error, be considered as extending from 1, 30', to about

9, 40, north latitude, in a direction nearly from south-

south-east to north-north-west; being about 570 Eng-
lish miles in length, by about 1 15 or 120 in medial

breadth.* Except on the north, it is surrounded on

all sides by the sea, and consequently forms a penin-

sula. Notwithstanding its contracted breadth, the

interior has scarcely been explored by any European :

little can therefore be said of the general aspect of the

country. It appears, however, that the inland parta

are mostly covered with extensive aboriginal forests.

A late writer represents the soil as extremely rich,

clothed with a most luxuriant vegetation, and sponta-

neously abounding in the choicest productions, but

almost destitute of culture.-}- In the commencement
of the last century, Malacca was described as divided

into two kingdoms : that of Patani, in the north
; and

* Arrowsmith's Map. The medial breadth of 350 mile?, as given by

Finkerton, seems far greater than can be measured from the best delinea-

tions. Geog. vol. 2. p. 'J01.

t Le IV.vre. p.p. Pennant's Outlines of the Globe, vol.3, p. 33.
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that of Yohor, or Yor, in the south. The town of
Patani was built of wood and reeds, but the mosque of
brick. The inhabitants were Mahomedans, and tribu-

tary to Siain
;
but the trade was conducted by the

Chinese and the Portugueze settlers. The capital of

the southern kingdom of Yahor was Batusaber, distant

about six leagues from the sea, in a marshy situation
;

so that the houses were obliged to be raised about

eight feet from the ground. All the lands belonged
to the king, and were assigned to any subjects that

demanded them to cultivate; but the Malays were so

indolent, that the country was chiefly left to the wild

luxuriance of nature. In the northern kingdom of

Patani, oxen and buffaloes were used in cultivating

the ground ;
and the chief agricultural product was

rice. According to Mandeslo, from whom this account

is derived, there are continual rains in the peninsula,

with a north-east wind, during the months of Novem-

ber, December, and January. The country seems to

have abounded with cattle, as the Portugueze are said

to have purchased annually no fewer than 1,500 from

the kingdom of Patani, for their settlement of Malac-

ca. Game was plentiful; and the forests swarmed

with elephants, tigers, wild boars, and monkies. The

mineralogy of the peninsula seems to be only a barren

subject. Some gold is said to be found in the river

which runs near the city of Malacca ;* but the metal

for which the country is chiefly noted, is tin, a circum-

stance which strongly contradicts the supposition of

its being the golden Chersonese of the ancients, an

opinion which, for some time, was current.

Cities and totcns.~\
The capitals of the two native

* Pennant's View of Hindostan, vol. 3, p. vO,

2 c 3 kingdoms
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kingdoms of th0 peninsula have already been men-

tioned. The only town of note now known, is Malac-

ca, This city, situated in the southern part of the 'pe-

ninsula, in 2, 15' N. Lat. and 102, '5> E. Long, had al-

ready become a great mart of Oriental traffic, before

the arrival of the Portugueze in that quarter of the

globe.* In Io20, it was taken by the celebrated Al-

buquerque, and esteemed one of the most important of

his conquests. It was held by the Portugueze till 1641,

when it was seized by the Dutch. The Portugueze

settlement extended about fifteen miles round the

city, which was of great importance to that nation, on

account of its advantageous position as an emporium
of Chinese and Indian commerce. The town con-

tained about 3,000, and the suburbs, with the rest of

the settlement, about 9,000 inhabitants, of whom, not

more than 300 were native Portugueze, the rest being

Malays, many of whom were reckoned among the

most opulent merchants of the East. Through the

jealousy of the Dutch in every thing relative to their

Oriental possessions, the present state of this city is

very imperfectly known. Its wealth and importance

however, are probably declined since Batavia has be-

come the focus of their commerce and power in this

quarter of the globe.

Islands.'] At some distance from the coast of the

peninsula, are the islands of Andaman and JSicobar.

The greater Andaman is about 140 English miles in

length, but not more than twenty in its greatest

breadth," indented with deep bays, forming excellent

harbours, and intersected by vast inlets and creeks,

pne of which, navigable for small v.essels/passes quite

** Hamilton Moore's Tables.

through
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through the isle.* The soil is described as a black

mould; but the greatest part of the island is covered

with aboriginal forests, producing ebony and other

valuable woods. The only quadrupeds are wild hogs,

monkies, and rats. The natives, who are about 2,OOO

in number, are woolly-headed negroes, resembling

those of Africa
;
and it is difficult to account for their

origin, which has given rise to various conjectures.

They are extremely brutal, insidious, and ferocious,

and have not the least tincture of civilization A Bri-

tish settlement has been recently formed on this island,

and some convicts sent thither from Bengal. The Ni-

cobar islands are three in number, the largest of which

is not more than fifteen miles in circumference.^ The

productions are in general, similar to those of the An-

dainans, and the neighbouring peninsula : the most

remarkable is an excellent kind of bread-fruit, but dif-

ferent from that of Otaheite. This fruit is said to

weigh from twenty to thirty pounds; and some plants

have been introduced into the botanical garden of the

East India Company near Calcutta. The only animals

are swine and dogs. The people are of a copper colour

with Tartaric features.

History.^ The history of the Malay nation is enve-

loped in mysterious obscurity. The peninsula, as .al-

ready hinted, has been considered as known to the an-

cients under the name of the Golden Chersonese,

But without laying any stress on its mineralogical po-

verty, little calculated to procure it this splendid ap-

pellation, an eminent geographical critic has proved, by
a. multiplicity of well founded arguments, that not

+ For a description of this island, Sec Col. Syraes's Embassy to Ava.

ol. 1, ch. 1.

* For these isles, See Asiatic Researches, vol. 3. p. 140, Vol. -1. p. 385.

Malacca
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Malacca, but Pegu, now a province of the Birman em-

pire, is the Golden Chersonese of the Greeks.* This

peninsula indeed, seems to have been totally unknown

to Ptolemy, and even to have escaped the knowledge
of Marco Polo the famous Venetian traveller of the

thirteenth century. The Portugueze are regarded as

the first discoverers; and when they reached the pe-

ninsula in 1509, they found it subject to Mahmood a

Mahomedan prince. The conquest of Malacca is a

brilliant event in the history of Albuquerque and of

Portugal ;
but it developes no important feature in that

of the Malay nation. The emigrations and conquests

of the Malays, as well as their conversion to Maho-

medanism, are events of which no records are known

to be extant, and for which no dates can be assigned,

But they had all taken place previous to the Portu-

gueze discoveries, and since that period the Malayan

history presents nothing of importance.

Afrer exhibiting; a view of the numerous isles of the
^-)

Indian Archipelago, and of those that are scattered

through the immense extent of the Pacific Ocean, all of

which have almost to a certainty been conquered and

colonized by the Malays, it will be requisite to add

some further remarks on the mysterious history of this

extraordinary people, for the origin, as well as the ad-

ventures of which, it is difficult to accountf.

Religion.'] The Malays profess Muhomedanism ;

but seem in general to have little regard for religion,

and still less for morality.

Government.'] Their government is completely

* Gosselin, Geographic des Grecs. Analys. p. 13Q.

t It is difficult to say whether the Malays be of Hindoo or Mongalian

extraction. If their language be of a Sanscrit origin, as said in Asiati*

Researches, vol. 4. p. 217, they appear to have come from Hindustan.

feudal ;
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feudal : their sultans have very little command over

their great vassals, who often experience the same dis-r

obedience from their inferiors. There are numbers of

independent adventurers, who sell their services to the

best bidder; but the great mass of the nation is

in a state of perpetual servitude to their lords.* The

Malay constitution displays all the inbubordination, the

anarchy and oppression of the feudal system of Europe
in the worst times of its influence.

Army, navy, revenues.'] There seems. to be no regu-
lar army or navy in the peninsula, but there are bands

of private adventurers, and numbers of piratical ves-

sels belonging to most of the Malay colonies. Those

of Celebes or Macassar are the most noted for their

depredations. [ Revenue is an article of which nothing-
can be said.

Commerce and mfunij'actures.] The commerce of the

peninsula is chiefly in the hands of the Dutch : that of

the different Malay islands will be noted under the

proper heads. The same will be observed in regard

to their manufactures : those of the peninsula are lit-

tle known or noted. It may be observed that the Ma-

lays chiefly excel in the fabrication or dairLjers, and
*/ - C7O '

other destructive weapons. Nothing can be said of

the population, or the political importance of a nation

so unconnected, and so extensively scattered; and the

peninsula appears to be wholly under the control ol

the Dutch, who indeed have a great influence in many
of the Malay islands.

Language.] Although the Malays may be reckoned

among the most ferocious people on the face of the

globe, their language is singularly sweet and harmo-

* Le Poivre apud Pennant ubi supra,

t See Description uf Celebes.

nious
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nious, from the melody of frequent vowels and liquids,

and on that account has been called the Italian of the

East. The following specimen furnished by Mr. Mars-

den, will give an idea of its flowing and harmonious*

sounds.

Apo goono passang palceto

Callo tecdah dangan soomboonia ?

What signifies attempting to light a lamp if the wick be '-wanting ':

The Malays use the Arabic character; and their

language has a great number of Arabic words; but it

is said be of Sanscrit derivation.* Notwithstanding>3

however, the praises bestowed on their language, little

is said concerning their literature.

Persons, manners, customs, $r.] The'Malays are in ge-

neral below the middle stature, but well made:-)- their

limbs are well shaped, but small, particularly at the

wrists and the ancles. Their eyes are large, the nose

is generally somewhat flat; but whether this be the

effect of art or of nature, is -uncertain. Their com-

plexion is tawney or olive, their hair long, black, and

shining. Those who arc above the rank of slaves al-

ways go armed, and would think it a disgrace to be

seen abroad, without their poignards or daggers.
Their dress is quite different from that of the other

Asiatics: instead of the long flowing robes, the cloth-

ing of the Malays is exactly adapted to their shapes
and trimmed with a multitude of buttons, which fasten

them close to their bodies in every part.

National Character.] 1 he Malays are of a restless

*
Asiatic Rcse:'.:;:':e-, ulji supni.

f- The native* (.!' i'.-: r'rieiKilv Isles, Otahcite, the Marquesas, and other

;>lati(Js ol the 1'uci.Ic Ocean, \v!u, are evidently of Maiu^r origin, arc tall

u"l *tout. I/.'. Fe\iou.y.: Voyages, and Cooke'sVovages, passim.

deposition,
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disposition, greatly addicted to navigation, war, plun-

der, and emigration ;
and remarkably fond of roman-

tic adventures and desperate enterprises. Being always

employed in pillaging their neighbours, or engaged in

wars among themselves, their lives are a perpetual round

of agitation and tumult. A desperate ferocity is the well

known characteristic of the nation. Malay barks, not

carrying above thirty men, have been known to attack,

by surprize, European vessels of thirty or forty guns,

and to obtain possession of them, by suddenly boarding

and massacring the greatest part of the crew with their

poignards.* The judicious reader will observe, that

these horrid characteristics of national ferocity and

treachery are taken from the conduct of their chiefs,

their navigators and adventurers, who are robbers and

pirates by profession, and with whom the Europeans
are chiefly acquainted. The poor peasantry in the in-

terior parts of their colonies, who are held in a state of

servitude, are probably, of a milder and more inoffen-

sive disposition ;
and the natives of many of the Ma-

lay islands in the Pacific Ocean, display a character

sufficiently friendly and amiable.-)- All estimates of

national character admit of various distinctions and

modifications.

G. SIAM.

Situation, extent, boundaries, <$<] THE boundaries of

Siam, like those of the other states of Exterior India,

and indeed of most Oriental countries, are not pre-

cisely ascertained; but this kingdom may, without any
considerable error be considered as extending from

* Le Poivre apud Pennant, ubi supra.

t Sec the voyages of Bourgainville, Cooke, La Pcyrouse, and other nu-

viirators. Passim. And also Keate's account of tke Pelew Islands.

about
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national character of the Japanese is compounded of

pride, prejudice, and jealousy of foreigners, joined to

great ingenuity ajnd determined courage. In the last

.quality, they are totally different from the unwarlike

Chinese.

THE MANILLAS ;
OR PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

THIS important group extends from about 4 30'

to 18 30' north latitude, nearly in the direction

of north and south.*' The principal of these islands,

both in geographical and political importance, is

Luzon, which is near 500 miles in length, by about

100 of medial breadth. This island is said to be

pervaded throughout its whole length by a chain

of mountains near the eastern side; but the topo-

graphy of the interior is little known to any Etiro-

peans except the Spaniards, who are extremely cau-

tious of publishing accounts of their settlements.t

Its mineralogy, however, is known to be rich in gold,

copper, and iron. The soil is famed for its exuberant

fertility : and the climate, though hot, is said to be

salubrious
;
but earthquakes are frequent, and often

destructive. All the tropical productions are here

seen in the greatest abundance, and the highest

degree of perfection. The rice-grounds produce
rich crops: the cotton is excellent; and the sugar-

cane, as well as the cocoa-tree, is cultivated with

great success. European cattle abound, as do also

swine, deer, and various wild animals. The natives of

these isles are of a mild character. They are tall and

well made, of a deep tawny complexion, and appa-

* Arrowsmith'j map.

t This account of the island of Luzon, or Manilla, is chiefly from

Sonnerat's Voyage a la Nouvelle Guinea,

2 L 4 rently
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rently of Malay origin. The dress of the men is a

kind of shirt, with a loose drawer : the women gene-

rally wear a long mantle
;
and their fine black hair

often reaches the ground. Their chief food is rice,

often eat with salt fish. The whole island is subject to

the Spaniards.

Manilla.] Manilla, the principal city, is hand-

somely built and well fortified, containing a great

number of churches and convents, and about 12,000

Christian inhabitants. This city is an archiepiscopal

see, and the seat of the viceroy of the Philippines ;

but it is chiefly remarkable for its singular trade with

Acapulco, which will be described in treating of the

commercial system of Mexico. The Philippines were

discovered in' 1521, by the famous Ferdinando Magel-

laens, commonly called Magellan, who was killed at

the small isle of Mactan, which is here considered as

one of this group ;* and their present name was im-

posed in honour of Philip II. of Spain. In the begin-

ning of the seventeenth century, the Chinese, who
were very numerous at Manilla, and whose industry

greatly contributed to the flourishing state of the

colony, were cruelly massacred by the Spaniards ;
a

dark and horrid transaction, the causes of which have

never been satisfactorily explained to the world. In

1762, the city of Manilla being stormed, and taken

by the English army and_fleet under General Draper
and Admiral Cornish, was ransomed from plunder for

about 1,000,000/. sterling; but the sum was never

paid.

Mindanao.] The next in size among the Philippine

islands is Mindanao, on which the Spaniards have but

* Dampier, by roistake, says, that Magellan was killed at Uie isle

Lujonia, or Manilla, Voyage, vol. 1. ch. 41.

few
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few settlements. This island, which is mostly moun-

tainous, presents numerous valleys of extraordinary fer-

tility, watered with rivulets, and displaying the most

beautiful scenery.* Horses and buffaloes are here

amazingly numerous.*}- Between these two large

islands, and in the vicinity, are several others of in-

ferior, but yet considerable extent
;
and the small

islands are almost innumerable.

Borneo.'] Borneo, extending from 7 north, to 4

south lat. and from 109 3O' to about 11 8 30' east

longitude ; about ?6O British miles in length, and

about 625 in its greatest breadth, is the largest island

in the world except New Holland, which may with

greater propriety be denominated a continent. The

greatest part of the country towards the coasts, espe-

cially on the northern side of the island, consists of

immense swamps, covered with forests, the trees of

which are of numberless species, and of a prodigious
size. These marshy flats are intersected by rivers,

which branch into multitudes of channels, and afford

the only means of access to the interior, which, how-

ever, is almost wholly unknowr n. The central parts

are said to rise into lofty mountains, and to be often

shaken by tremendous earthquakes. Diamonds of an

inferior sort are said to be found in the interior coun-

try : and gold is known to be one of its metallic

productions. The ourang outang is common in this

island. Tigers, and various wild beasts, likewise

abound. The coasts of Borneo may be ranked among
the most disagreeable countries on the face of the

dobe ; and the combination of heat, with excessiveo ' '

* See Mr. Forest's plates.

t See an ample account of Mindanao in Dampier's Voyage, vol. t.

ch. 11. p. 12 and IS.

moisture.
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moisture, renders the air extremely impure and un-

wholesome. A large river flows from the centre or"

the island, almost due south, and forms the harbour

of Bendar Mascar. The coasts are possessed by co-

Jonies of Malays, Moors, Macassars, and even of Ja-

panese ;
and the harbours are greatly frequented by

Chinese junks. The articles of commerce are gold

dust, the diamonds before mentioned, and other com-

modities, which the natives bring down in boats from

the interior, the Moors, and others on the coast, being
the factors. On the north-west side of the island is

the town of Borneo, which consists of about 3000

houses, built on posts fixed in rafts, which are moored

to the shore, and rise and fall with the water, afford-

ing an excellent security against inundations. Many
of the villages are constructed in this manner, and

move from place to place as it suits the conveniency
of the inhabitants. The prevalent religion on the

coasts is Mahometanism. The natives in the interior

are inoffensive Pagans, of a black complexion, with

long hair, and better features than those of the ne-

groes. Borneo appears to be divided into a number

of petty kingdoms. The Chinese have the principal

trade, as the Europeans have no settlement on the

island. Borneo is surrounded by numbers of small

islands, some of which are rich in pearls.

THE CELEBES.

The chief island of this group is Celebes, sometimes

called Macassar. It lies between 4 30' north, and 5 30;

south latitude, but being in a singular manner indented,

and divided into various portions by immense bays, its

form is so extremely irregular that nothing can be

said
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said with precision concerning its dimensions.* This

island is mountainous, especially in the central parts,

where there are several volcanoes. Numerous rivers

rise in the lofty mountains, and lull with precipitancy,

down vast rocks, amidst clumps of trees of enormous

size, and of singular form and foliage. The sub-

lime and delightful scenery of this island has been de-

scribed in the most glowing colours; but amidst its

picturesque beauties, it produces a deadly abundance

and variety of poisonous plants. Celebes is said to

yield considerable quantities of rice
;
but this island,

like that of Borneo, has been little explored; and all

the descriptions which writers have given of its beau-

ties and its productions, must be confined to particular

districts. The natives are Malays, and extremely cou-

rageous and daring. They are greatly addicted to

piracy, often attacking vessels with the most amazing
and desperate resolution

;
and being armed with poi-

soned lances and arrows, the}' are regarded as very

dangerous in those seas.-}- The city of Macassar is

held by the Dutch, who have garrisons in several of

the small circumjacent islands, and claim the sove-

reignty of the whole group. Celebes, however, and

most of the surrounding isles, arc governed by several

Mahomedan, and perhaps Pagan chiefs.

THE MOLUCCAS, OR SPICE ISLANDS.

G//Wo.] Gilolo, the largest of this group, extend-

ing from about C2o 15* north, to 1 10' south latitude,

* Arrowsmith's map.

t "What the Count de Forbiu lias said of the ferocity of tlie people of

this island, is the reigning characteristic of {lie Malay nation. Le Poivri-

ap. Pennant, outlines, vol. 3. p. .'"",

in
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in 128 degrees" of east longitude, is about 230 Eng-
lish miles in length, and in the irregularity of its form

resembles Celebes,, being divided by deeply indent-

ing bays into four limbs, the breadth of each of the

three southernmost being from twenty-five to about

thirty miles
;
and that of the northernmost somewhat

more. The shores are low, the interior is mountainous.

The bread-fruit and the sago-tree abound in this

island
;
and cloves and nutmegs may probably be

numbered among its productions, notwithstanding

the industry which the Dutch have exerted for their

eradication. Gilolo abounds with oxen, buffaloes,

deer, goats, and wild hogs. The natives of the coun-

try are described as not deficient in genius or industry,

but their exertions are cramped by the commercial

jealousy of the Dutch. This island is subject to the

Mahomedan sultans of Ternat and Tidore, the former

possessing the northern, the latter the southern part.

Cemm.~] Ceram is another considerable island,

about 190 miles in length, by about 40 in breadth,

with low shores and inland mountains
;
but it has been

little explored, and is consequently almost unknown.

Cloves and sago, however, are reckoned among its

known productions : and the latter constituted one of

its principal exports.

JBowro.] Bouro is a lofty island, suddenly rising

from a deep surrounding sea, and its interior moun-

tains are said to be visible at the distance of above

eighty miles.

Ternat, Tidore,'Matir, Machian} and Batchian,are the

proper Moluccas. Of these, Ternat, the most north-

ern, is the most important, although not thirty miles

in circuit. The sultan of Ternat is sovereign of Mo-

tir and Machian, and several other isles, as also of the

* Pennant, vol 4. p. 192, &r

northern
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northern part of Gilolo, and some districts of New
Guinea. His forces consist of a numerous militia,

which, in the different parts of his dominions, is said

to amount to above 90,000 ;
and his naval strength in

those seas is not inconsiderable. The largest of the

proas, or small ships, are about ten tons burden, nnd

of a singular construction. The sultan of Tidore ex-

tends his dominion over the southern part of Gilolo,

and several small isles. The Dutch have, ever since

the year 1638, entered into various treaties of friend-

ship and commerce with these Mahomedan princes ;

but garrisons are placed in order to enforce obedi-

ence. Batchian is governed by its own sultan, who
is also sovereign of Ceram, and several other islands.

Wanda and slmboyna.~\ The most distinguished spice

islands are those of Banda and Amboynu. Ban da h
the chief of a group, which comprizes six or seven

other islands. All these are very small, being cele-

brated solely for the production of the nutmeg. This

tree, unknown in the other parts of the globe, grow? to

the size of a pear tree, with leaves resembling laurel.

The nutmeg, when ripe, is almost of the size and

colour of an apricot, and in shape nearly resembling
a 'pear: the mace is a rind which encloses the shell

of the nutmeg. The annual produce of the Banda

islands has, by the English, who had them in posses-

sion from 1790 to 1801, been found to be about

163,000 pounds of nutmegs, and 4(),000 pounds of

mace. As these diminutive islands, of which the

largest docs not exceed eight miles in length, and five

in the greatest breadth, are chiefly occupied with tho

nutmeg plantations, the inhabitants, who are between

5000 and 6000, are supp'ied with corn, and other ne-

cessaries, from Batavia.

The
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The celebrated isle of Arnboyna, in the 5th degree

of south latitude, and the 128th degree of east longi-

tude, is about sixty miles in length, but of an irregular

form, and various breadth, beingjdivided into two limbs

by a bay on the western side, which gives it a furcated

appearance. The face of this island is picturesque

and beautiful
; woody mountains and verdant vales,

interspersed with hamlets and rich cultivation, com-

posing a delightful scenery. Amboyna is chiefly ce-

lebrated for the cultivation of cloves, as the Banda

islands for that of nutmegs. Cloves are indeed re-

stricted to the former, and nutmegs to the latter, as

far as Dutch avarice and policy could effect, by de-

stroying those trees in all the other islands. The

clove-tree grows to the height of forty or fifty feet,

with spreading branches and long-pointed leaves. In

deep-sheltered valleys some trees will produce an an-

nual crop of thirty pounds weight. The town of

Amboyna is situated near the south-western extremity
of the island. On account of the frequent earth-

quakes, the houses seldom exceed one story. This

beins: the next settlement to Batavia in wealth andO

importance, the Dutch inhabitants are tolerably po-

lished. The natives differ little from the other Ma-

lays ;
and the policy of the Dutch tends to keep

them in a state of ignorance and depression, equally

unfavorable to their prosperity and their morals.*

The Molucca islands appear to have been first

visited by the Portuguese about A. D. 1510. The

possession was, during some time, an object of con-

test between Portugal and Spain, but was finally

resigned to the Portugueze, who were expelled by

*
Description of the spice isbnds in the Asiatic Register 1800,

p. yoo, &<-.

the
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the Dutch. But the English also asserting their

claims, a treaty was concluded in 16 19, by which it

was agreed that the Moluccas, the Banda islands,

and Amboyna, should belong to both nations, that

the Dutch should have two-thirds, and the English

one-third of the produce, each contributing an equal

proportion to the common defence.* In the short

course of three years, the Dutch, actuated by an

insatiable avarice, resolved, by the most diabolical

means, to free themselves from all competitors in this

lucrative commerce. They forged a plot of the Eng-
lish against their lives and liberties, bnt such a plot as

none but ideots could have projected. The charge

was, that ten English factors, with eleven foreign

soldiers, had conspired to seize on the fort, which

was garrisoned by 00 men. Confession was extorted

by the most dreadful torments that human ingenuity

could invent, or barbarian cruelty inflict
;
and after

the unfortunate English factors, with the foreign sol-

diers, had, during eight successive days', been put to

the torture, death was at last a favourable release

from their sufferings. By this horrid procedure, the

English were expelled, and the Dutch obtained the

monopoly of jthe spice trade.f In 1796, the' islands

of Amboyna and Banda were taken almost without

resistance, by the English under Admiral Rainier,

and the inhabitants were found to be 4j J2.
!

52, of whom
17,813 were Christians: the rest were Mahomedans,
* The proportion was ten ships of war for each nation. The^c were t;>

be furnished of equal burden, and of equal strength in men and gun*

Ilymer's Fa-dcra, p. 17, 170.

t Pennant, vol.4, p. 168. Anderson sceivs less positive in exculpating

the English. The Dutch, however, were compelled to pay a considerable

sum to tli!.
1 heirs of the Englishmen thu^ ;i-:unK icd Hist. Cumin, vol. v

p. -i2T.

except



528 ASIATIC ISLANDS.

except a few Chinese and savages. At the peace of

1801, these islands were restored to the Batavian re-

public.

THE SUMATRAN CHAIN, OR ISLES OF
SUNDA.

SUMATRA, the largest of this chain of islands, and,

next to Borneo, the largest in the Oriental Archipe-

lago, being not less than 950 English miles in length,

from north-west to south-east, is crossed nearly in the

middle by the equator. The face of the country is

very different in different parts of the island. The

western shores present extensive and unhealthful

swamps ;
and three-quarters of the isle, especially

towards the south, are covered with impervious fo-

rests. An interior chain of mountains, about twenty

miles distant from the western shore, runs through

the whole island, forming double, and in some parts,

treble ranges. Mount Ophir, exactly under the equa-

tor, rises to tire height of 13,842 feet above the level

of the sea, beinsr onlv 2000 feet lower than Mont
* O **

Blanc. Sumatra possesses a rich mineralogy in gold,

copper, iron, and tin. The gold mines are mostly

neglected ;
but tin forms an abundant article of ex-

portation. The soil is iu general a stiff reddish clay,

covered with a black mould, which produces a perpe-
tual verdure. The climate, although in the middle

of the torrid zone, is not intensely hot, the thermo-

meter rising seldom above eighty-five degrees, which

is fur inferior to the heats of Bengal, and several parts

of Russia, not to mention Persia, Arabia, the Egyp-
tian Thebais, and the interior of Africa. In the moun-

tainous inland country the air ib often cool, although

7 frost
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frost and snow are unknown. But thunder and light-

ning are frequent, especially during the north-west

monsoons. The rainy season begins in November,

and ends in March
;

the dry season begins in, May,
and ends with September. In the intermediate months,

the weather is changeable. Notwithstanding the ap-

parent richness of the soil, it does not seem com-

pletely to answer the purposes of cultivation. Suma-

tra, however, presents many curious and useful pro-

ductions. Among these are a variety of drugs, as

benzoin, camphor, and cassia. Here is also abun-

dance of coffee, though not famed for excellence.

But pepper is one of the most abundant and valuable

productions, and the principal object of the English
settlement of Bencoolen. In regard to zoology, the

horses are small, but well made and hardy; the cows

and sheep are likewise of a diminutive size. The

buffalo is tamed, and employed in domestic labour.

The wild animals would fill a large catalogue. Among
a number of others are the elephant, the rhinoceros,

the hippopotamus, the tiger, the bear, the wild hog,
the deer, and many varieties of the monkey. The birds

are also numerous
; among which the Sumatran phea-

sant is of distinguished beauty. The inhabitants of

Sumatra may, in a general view, be divided into two

classes, the inland Pagans, and the Malays and Ma-

homedans on the coasts. But according to Mr.

Marsden's detailed account of the native tribes, there

is in the interior a singular race of men overgrown
with long hair, and little superior to the ourang

outang. The interior tribes form different petty so*

vereignties. In their persons some of them, especi-

ally towards the south, have a near resemblance of

the Chinese. The Malays are ingenious, and excel

in gold and silver filagree, as well as in silk and cot-

VOL. iv. 2 M ton :
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ton; but their other manufactures are imperfect, and

the sciences are little cultivated. Besides the Malay,
several other languages are spoken, which, however,

appear to have some degree of affinity. And it must

be regarded as a mark of civilization, that some of the

interior tribes have a written language. The commerce
of Sumatra is chiefly with Hindostan and China; but

the kingdom of Acheen, in the north-west part of the

island, carries on a considerable trade with the coast

of Coromandel.* Among the small islands which en-

compass Sumatra, that of Banca is famous for its tin;

and the mines appear inexhaustible.

JovaJ\ Java, the second of the Sunda isles in ex-

tent, and the first in importance, is about 650 Eng-
lish miles in length from east to west, and 100 in

breadth from north to south. The face of the coun-

try greatly resembles that of Sumatra in its swampy
shores, and its interior mountains, by which it ap-

pears to be intersected throughout its whole length.

The soil, the climate, and seasons, the vegetable and

animal productions, the impervious forests, and other

chief features of Java, so nearly resemble those of Su-

matra, that in this general view a particular descrip-

tion of the former is unnecessary. This island derives

its great political and mercantile importance from its

capital city, Batavia, the celitre of the Oriental power

and commerce of the Dutch.

Batfrcia.'] Batavia is situated in 6 12-' south lati-

tude, and 106 5 K' east longitude. The road is full of

shoals, but a circular range of islands protects it from any

heavy swell, and renders it safe for shipping.f This city

* This (K'-cription is taken chieflv from Mr. Marsdeu's account of

Sumatra, to which the reader may in general he referred fur more mi-

nute information.

+ Staunton, vol. 1. p. 226.?taunton, vol. 1. p. 226.

13
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is tolerably fortified with walls, and has a citadel next to

the sea. But it owes still more of its strength to nature

than to art. From theshallowness of the water, it is in

a great measure secure from a naval attack : the dreary

swamps intersected in every direction by innumerable

ditches and canals, among which it is situated, are

almost, and might soon be rendered completely im-

passable; while the insalubrity of the atmosphere

would, in a few weeks, annihilate a besieging army.*
Batavia may therefore be considered as almost inac-

cessible to an enemy ;
and the unhealth fulness of the

climate renders it impregnable. It is therefore not a

matter of wonder, that in the wars which England and

France have had with the Dutch, no attempt has been

made to strike at the root of their Oriental power and

commerce, by the reduction of this important place,

the great magazine of the East.*f- Although Batavia

is so near the equator, the heat is not so intense as

might from that circumstance be expected, the ther-

mometer seldom rising higher than to ninety-two de-

grees : but the low situation of the town, and the

putrid exhalations from the bogs, the canals, and a

muddy sea, render the air so sultry and malignant,

that from nine in the morning till four in the after-

noon, it is scarcely possible to walk abroad
;
and it is

usual to change linen twice a day. The water is also

of an extremely bad quality; and to complete the se-

ries of inconveniencies, nocturnal repose is disturbed

by the numerous swarms of niusquitos. The fetid

* The chief strength of Batavia is its pestilential climate. Sir George

Staunton, vol. 1. p. 286.

t Batavia was attacked without success by the king of Maseran, a

Javanese prince, in 1630, and by the Bantamese in 1653. Anderson's

Hist. Com. vol. 2. p. 275.

2 M 2 fcg>
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fogs render the air so unwholesome, that dysenteries

and putrid fevers appear to be more destructive at

Batavia than the plague in the' Levant.*" Nothing

but security from hostile attack could ever have in-

duced the Dutch East-India Company to fix on such

a situation for their capital. To this fatal spot,
how-

ever, great numbers of Dutchmen resort and sacrifice

their lives, in the attempt to raise their fortunes.*

Amidst these horrid and pestilential swamps, a lucra-

tive commerce and an avidity of wealth, have caused

a city to rise, which, in magnificence, opulence, and

splendor, excels most others in Asia, and even may
vie with many of those which Europe displays. The

city of Batavia is large and elegantly built : the

houses are splendid and richly furnished. The streets

are spacious, and most of them have canals of stag-

nant waters pervading their whole length, and deco-

rated on the sides with rows of large trees
;
a plan,

which, in a situation where the quantity of the mois-

ture ought to be as much as possible diminished, ap-

pears to contribute to the unhealthfulness of the

place. This metropolis of the Indian Archipelago is

peopled by many different nations ;^ but the Chinese,

* All writers agree in their representations of the malignancy of the

Batavian atmosphere. Captain Cook's crew experienced its fatal effects ;

and in his voyage, Batavia is described as the grave of European navi-

gators.

t Tliunberg, however, observes, that the irregular diet of the Euro-

peans contributes to the destruction \vhich takes place among them. The

poorer sort of people commit excesses in eating fruit, and in the impro-

per use of arrack ;
and the rich indulge too much in strong food and

heating liquors. Thunberg's Trav. vol. '2. p. 280, and vol. 4. p. Io4 and

13.">, where lie depicts the luxurious mode of living among the Europeans

at Batavia. lie agrees, however, with all other travellers in representing

the climate as the most unheallhful on the face of the globe.

J See Sir George SUunton's Description of this Dutch colony and citr .

Tt>l. 1. ch. 7.

who.
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who, for the sake of gain, are contented to abandon the

tombs of their ancestors, and slight the la\rs of their

country against emigration, constitute the most nume-

rous and most industrious part of the inhabitants. The

port or road of Batavia, at a considerable distance

below the town, is the general rendezvous of the

Dutch fleets in those seas. The commerce of this em-

porium of the East, which is still very great, was once

iar more considerable, when the Dutch were in the

meridian of their naval power and Oriental mono-

poly.* The governor-general here resides with a

pomp approaching to royalty : and the mode of living

among the great officers of the Company, and the

opulent merchants, displays a mixture of European

elegance and Asiatic magnificence. Java is divided

into three or four considerable principalities, governed

by native princes.f In person, complexion, and linea-

ments, the Javanese resemble the Sumatrans. There

are some Pagan tribes, but the prevalent religion is

Mahomedanism. Near Cheribon are seen an ancient

tomb and a mosque, which are ranked among the

most magnificent monuments of the Oriental Archi-

pelago. The3oiher islands of the Sumatran chain are

little known, and of triHing importance, except Ti-

mor, which is '()0 mi!e in length, by GO in breadth,

and is considered as a kind of barrier to the spice

islands. In this general view, it may easily be sup-

posed that a great number of small and unimportant
islands are omitted. Without such omission, indeed,

* Anderson exhibits a splendicl.picture of the power and commerce of

the Dutch at Batavia before the close of the seventeenth century. Hist.

Comm. vol. ". p. -76. See also curious remarks on the trade of th

East-India Company in De Witt's Int. de la Ilollande, par. 1 ch. 19.

t Fora minute account of the island of Java, see Stavorinub's Voyage,

vol. 1. English translation
;

as also in Thunberg, vol. 4.

2 31 3 this
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this work would descend to the minuteness of a ga-

zetteer, and swell to an enormous size, as the isles

of the Eastern Archipelago might be counted by

thousands, and are almost innumerable. A sketch ot

the most important must therefore suffice.*

AUSTRALASIA.

THE division of the globe, to which the President

De Brosse assigns the name of Australasia, or the

southern region, may be considered as comprehend-

ing the extensive central land of New Holland, with

. all the isles that are, or may be discovered within

twenty degrees to the west, and within twenty-five

or thirty degrees to the east. To the south, Austral-

asia may be' considered as extending to the vicinity of

the Antarctic- circle, where the islands of ice begin to

appear.

New Holland, extending from about 1 1 to 38 30l

south latitude, and from about 112 to 153 40' east

longitude, nearly 2700 English miles in length from

west to east, and 1920 in breadth from north to

south, is, beyond comparison, the largest island in

the world, and may indeed with greater propriety be

denominated a continent. It is not, however, yet

ascertained, whether this immense tract be continu-

ous, or divided by narrow streigbts into different

islands. It would be an imposition on the under-

standing of the reader, to pretend to delineate the geo-

graphical features of this vast country, of which we

scarcely as yet know the skirts and extremities. The

* 3Iore particular accounts mny be found in .Ylarsden's Sumatra,

Forest's Papua, Stavorinus's and Sonncrat's Voyages, and Pennant's

Outlines, from which tkis sketch is extracted.

vegetation
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EN7EEAL OBSERVATIONS
ON TUB ASIATIC ISLES, AND THOSE OF THE SOUfrt-
ERN AND PACIFIC OCEAN, ARRANGED UNDER THE
DIVISIONS OF AUSTRALASIA AND POLYNESIA.

AMIDST the want of more ample discovery, and the

necessary conciseness in treating such a multiplicity of

subjects, it may not be amiss to supply the deficiency
of particular description, by adding some general ob-

servations, which may tend to exhibit these numerous
and widely scattered portions of the earth in a concen-

trated view. Except Japan, which these observations

are not intended to comprize, all the isles of the In-

dian, or Oriental Archipelago, being situated in the

torrid zone, and in general possessing a fertile soil,

abound in all the productions of the tropical climates,

and in a number of peculiar plants and spices.* But

of all these extensive islands, the coasts alone are ex-

plored, while the topography and natural history of

their interior regions, are totally lost to scientific ob-

servation. The same may be observed of the nume-

rous islands of the Pacific Ocean, which in general
are only known from the hasty visits of navigators.

Otaheite is perhaps the only Polynesian island, of

which the central parts have been completely ex-

plored. From the sm.alln.ess of those isles, however,

a less decree of difference must exist between theO

interior and the maritime parts, than in the extensive

countries of Luzon, Borneo, Java, Sumatra, Sec. The

principal islands yet discovered in the Pacific Ocean,

and here arranged in the grand division of Polynesia,

like those of the Indian Archipelago, lie between the

* See description of the Spice islands.

tropics,



.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 553
:' ^

tropics, and abound in most
ofythg tropical pvoduc- .

tions, besides some of a peculiar fiara re, of which the

noted bread-fruit is one of the most singular and use-

ful. One particular observation is to be made on the

zoology : although the seas abound with fish, no qua-

drupeds, except hogs, dogs, and rats, have been

found in any of the Polynesian islands : of birds,

there are great abundance and variety. Australasia

being mostly situated in the temperate zone, only

Papua and the northern part of Isevv Holland lying

between the tropics, many of its productions must be

different from those of the above-mentioned islands.

From the observations, however, that have hitherto

been made, the Australasian countries present the

same scarcity of quadrupeds as Polynesia.

But the human species in this, as in all other re-

gions of the globe, is the most interesting part of

the picture. In what manner, at what time, and by
what gradual steps the human race has been diffused

throughout these remote and detached spots, which

nature seemed to have concealed amidst an immense

ocean, history does not mention. The population of

New Holland, and still more that of Papua, appears

to be originally African
;
but at what time, and on

what occasions, Africa poured into those distant

regions her barbarous tribes, are questions that can

never be solved. In the central parts of the large

islands of the Indian Archipelago, various tribes

exist, of which it would be in vain to attempt to

trace the origin. But all the maritime parts, and all

the Polynesian isles, from the Phillippines to New
Zealand, and from Sumatra quite through the wide

extent of the Pacific Ocean, evidently display Malay

population. The inhabitants of the Friendly islands

TOL. iv. 2 o appear
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appear to have made the greatest improvement in

agriculture aid civil polity, while the New Zea-

landers are in the most deplorable state of barbarism.

The Otaheitans are distinguished for the pleasing affa-

bility of their manner
;
and the people of the Mar-

quesas are celebrated for the beauty and symmetry of

their persons, which might furnish models to the sta-

tuary and the painter.* ,But in all the detached

regions of this extensive portion of the globe, the

same lineaments and complexion, with some shades

of difference arising from the circumstances of cli-

mate, or particular customs, are universally observed ;

and the Malay language, in different dialects, every

where prevails. Physical and moral circumstances,

therefore, concur to indicate a Malay origin. A late

ingenious writer, however, supposes the original popu-
lation of all those countries to have been the black

race, found not only in Papua, &c. but in the centre

of some of the larger Asiatic islands. According to

this hypothesis, the Malays neglected the south, and

bending their progress toward the east, left Papua,
New Holland, &c. in the possession of the primitive

race, but gradually extended their conquests as far as

Otaheite and the Marquesas. And it appears, that

on these occasions, the aboriginal blacks in the larger

islands retired to the interior mountains, where they
still exist iii various tribes, while those of the smaller

islands were either exterminated, e>r mingled with the

lower class of their conquerors.f This conjecture

seems to be authorized by the well-known circum-

stance of the common people of Otaheite, being of

*
Missionary Vovage, p. 145.

t Dr. Forster's Observations, p. 353, &c. This opinion seems also t

be countenanced by La Perouse, vol. 3.

lower
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lower stature and darker complexion than the chiefs,

and apparently of a mixed race.

The discoveries and conquests of the Malays and

the Arabians, form an interesting, but extreineiy ob-

scure portion of history. When the Europeans first

discovered the Asiatic islands, they found the coasts,

as at present, possessed by Mahomedan colonies.

Some of these might probably be of Arabian extrac-

tion, as the Arabians had subdued the coasts of

India as far as Cape Comorin, previous to the arrival

of the Portuguese under Vasco de Gama in 14<j4.

The greatest part of the Mahomedans of the Oriental

isles, however, are, from their language, known to be

Malays. It is therefore evident that their expedition*

have been undertaken at different periods. Their dis-

covery and conquest of Polynesia have been effected

while they were yet pagans. la latter times, perhaps,

they have thought, a second conquest of those remote

islands an unprofitable undertaking; and since they
became Mahomedans, they have confined themselves

to the Indian Archipelago. The isles of Tern at, Ty-

dore, and Batchian, are the scats of the three most

easterly Mahomedan kingdoms ;
and the small island

of Goran) |
which is adorned with thirteen mosques,

is the eastern boundary of the Mahomedan religion.*

This island is a little to the south-east of Ceram, and

both are subject to the sultan of Batchian.

It will not be amiss to conclude this complex and

extensive article with a short extract from the obser-

vations of an eminent philosophical traveller, who has

exhibited a striking and comprehensive view of the

Malays, that extraordinary people, whose origin and

history battle all investigation ;
but whose extensive

* Forrest's Vojage, p. 33.

* diffusion
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diffusion is an unequivocal proof and perpetual mo-

nument of the part which they have acted on the

theatre of the world. Beyond the kingdom of Siam,

says M. Le Poivre, is the peninsula of Malacca, a

country formerly well peopled, and consequently well

cultivated. This nation was once one of the greatest

powers, and made a very considerable figure on the

theatre of Asia. The sea was covered with their

ships, and they carried on a most extensive commerce.

Their laws, however, were apparently very different

from those whu-h subsist among them at present.

From time to time they sent out numbers of c'olonies,

which, one after another, peopled the islands of Su-

matra, Java, Borneo, Celebes, or Macassar, the Mo-

luccas, the Philiippiries, and those innumerable islands

of the Archipelago, which bound Asia on the east,

and which occupy an extent of 700 leagues in longi-

titude from east to west, and about 600 feet of lati-

tude from north to south. The inhabitants of all these

islands, those at least upon the coasts, are the same

people. They speak almost the same language, have

the same laws, the same manners. Is it not some-

what singular, that this nation, whose possessions are

so extensive, should scarcely be known in Europe.*

This picture is an excellent representation of general

features, although the daikness by which the objects

are surrounded, prevented the painter from tracing

particular lineaments.

? Le Pirre Philoph. Voy. ap. Pennant'i Outlines of the Globe. vl. 2
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