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of which is a recess, wlience it is supposed the

ancient soothsayers uttered responses, which

appeared supernatural to the credulous votaries

who came to consult them.

No place was more renowned in antiquity

than this for the art of divination. There is also

a monument, consisting of huge masses of stone,

placed together without cement, and bearing

every appearance of having supported some

enormous obelisk or pyramid. Dr. Clarke

tliinks this may not impossibly have been the

mausoleum of Artemisia. Nothing can exceed

the gloomy grandeur of the aspect of this part of

Asia JNIinor. The inhabitants are remarkably

rude, lawless, and daring ; which calls for pecu-

liar precautions in the vessels which come here

for water or provisions. 125 miles south-east of

Smyrna. Long. 29° 30' E., lat. 30° 58' N.

MALABAR, a maritime province of Hindos-

tan, situated between 10° and 13° of N. lat. It

is bounded on the north by the province of

Canara, on the south by the rajah of Cochin's

territories, to the east it has the chain of lofty

mountains denominated the Western Ghauts,

and on the west it is washed by the sea. That
portion of this province which borders on the

sea is a level and of a poor soil ; but many of

the hills and intervening valleys of the interior

are extremely fertile. This country is intersected

by a number of mountain streams which over-

flow their banks during the rainy season; but

their channels are frequently dry, except as far

as the tide reaches, and their courses generally

short. The chief produce is timber, sandal-

wood, cocoa nuts, coir, and black pepper. The
principal towns Calicut, Tellichery, and Cana-
nore. The villages are numerous, and neatly

built of mud, washed with lime, and thatched

with palmira leaves.

This was the first part of India visited by
Europeans ; V^asco de Gama having landed at

Calicut in the month of May 1498. He found
the country governed by different Hindoo princes •

the principal of whom is called by the Portu-

guese the Zamorin rajah. Previously to this there

seem to have been several colonies of oriental

Christians, Jews, and Mahometans, established

here, each .of whom have since increased in

number. The bulk of the inhabitants are, how-
ever, Hindoos of various castes ; as the Nam-
bourine Brahmins ; the military tribe of Nairs,

of which are the rajahs, and among whom exist

the systems of polyandri, and the inheritance

devolving to the children of the sister, no m.an

knowing his own child. The inferior caste is

the Parian or Pariar; contemned by all the rest,

arwl being in great proportion slaves. There,
however, exists a yet more wretched class, tlie

Niadis, who are not permitted to enter towns or

villages, but reside in the woods, and live by
hunting and robbing.

The descendants of Europeans, particularly

the Portuguese, are numerous ; as also those of

the Arabic Mussulmans, or their converts called

Mapillas. About the year 1706, Malabar was
subdued by Hyder Aly ; during the war the

rajah of Calicut committed suicide, and the

other chiefs were compelled to abandon their

territories, and take refuge in the mountains. In

the war between Tippoo Sultan and the British,

in 1790, several of these chiefs joined our army ;

and, when Tippoo had been compelled to relin-

quish a large portion of his territories, the pro-
vince of Malabar was placed under the govern-
ment of Bombay ; on which tlie diflerent Nair
chiefs were reinstated in their former possessions,

but they failed in all their engagements as
to the revenues, and their mode of government
A^'as found to be wretched in the extreme. Tiiey

were in consequence deprived of authority, and
allowed one-fifth of tiie revenues for their sup-
port. On their subsequent revolt, the province
was transferred to the government of Madras,
which have divided it into two collectorships ; and
since this arrangement the country has been
much improved: in the year 1807 it yielded a
revenue of nearly twenty-five lacs of rupees.

Malabar Cape, or Sandy Point, a strip of

land projecting out from the south-east part of

Cape Cod, in Massachusetts, about eight miles

south by west. Long. 70° 3' W., lat. 41° 33' N.
Malabar Poikt, a promontory on the island

of Bombay, near which there is a celebrated

Hindoo temple, the object of pilgrimage, and a
rock containing a fissure, by passing through which
the superstitious believe they are purified from
sin. The neighbouring village is inhabited by
Brahmins.

MALACCA, or Malaya, a considerable

country of India, beyond the Ganges, south-east

of Siam, is 200 leagues long and forty in its

greatest breadth. Its absolute limits are not,

however, strictly defined ; the narrow tract that

separates the bay of Bengal from the gulf of

Siam, called the istinnus of Kraw, is its connect-

ing point in that country. The interior is occu-

pied by mountains, covered with impenetrable

forests, and apparently almost uninlrabited ; the

highest sumrrit is that named Mount Ophir,

south-east of Malacca. These mountains con-

tain tin mines, and give rise to numerous rivers,

most of which are navigable by small vessels,

and sonre of them for vessels of burden. The
coasts seem to be divided into seven petty

sovereignties, of which Queda, Pera, Salangore,

are on the w^est ; Johore at the east extremity;

and Pahang, Tringano, and Patany on the east.

The first place on the west coast is Bangri in

9°; it has a considerable native trade, but is

seldom visited by Europeans.

Queda, or Qualla Batrang, one of the chief

trading places of tlie peninsula, is iri 6° N. Its

river's moutii is crossed by a mud bank with

twelve feet water at spring tides, but vessels of

300 tons can ascend it. 'The banks of the river

are swampy, and covered with jungle towards

its mouth. Seven miles up it is a brick fort and

village, named Allostar, the residence of the

rajah. It contains about 300 houses, inhabited

by Chinese, Malays, and Chulias. (Chinese are

indeed found established in almost all tlic prin-

cipal Malay towns. Its trade has greatly de-

clined since the establishment of Prince o'

Wales's Island. Provisions, particularly bul-

locks and poultry, with fruit and vegetables, are

abundant here.

Qualla Moorba, six leagues south of (iueda,

is a large, deep, and rapid river, with a great
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sand-bank before it; it descends from mountains

abounding in tin. Fry River succeeds, and has

a Mala} town at its entrance, whicli, togetlier

with a district eighteen miles up the river, and

three miles in breadth, was ceded in 1800 by the

rajah of Queda to the East India Company,
and is dependent on Prince of Wales's Island.

Malacca, the chief town of the peninsula, is

situated on the small river Crysorant, which can

only be entered by the Malay proas. The fort

or citadel of St. Paul, built by the Portuguese,

is on an elevation on the left bank of the river,

and contains all the government buildings, and a

garrison of 500 troops. The town on the oppo-

site side of the river (which is crossed by a briflge

of several arches) is surrounded by entrench-

ments, to protect it from the Malays : it contains

about too Europeans, 250 half caste, 5000

Chinese, 6000 Malays, and 600 Chulias. The
road is entirely open, and large ships are

obliged to anchor three miles from the town,

from the shoalness of the water closer m. The
country a little way inland is hilly; and to the

east of the town rises the lofty mountain of

Ledang, also called Queen's Mountain, and
Ophir. The land near the shore is low, and

tliickly covered with wood, which it might be

supposed would render the town unhealthy ; on
the contrary, however, it is one of the most
healthy places of India, in no part of which are

there more instances of longevity. Malacca was
formerly a great trading place for tin, but which
is now carried to Prince of Wales's Island. It

is, however, an excellent place for ships to touch

at, provisions being in great abundance, and
fruits in an unparalleled profusion and variety.

Amongst them is the delicious mangustine, of

which this seems to be the western limit.

.lohore River is near the extremity of the

Malay peninsula; it is of considerable size, with

two channels in, formed by tiie large island of

Sincapore. The town where the rajah resides is

twenty miles up the river, and is a considerable

Malay native trading place, but seldom visited

by 1-luropeans.

Point Romania, Oojong Tanah of the Malays,
is the south-east point of the peninsula, and is a

low point with a hummuck, named Mount Bar-
bucet, west of it. Off it is a cluster of rocky
islets, and on the west side of the point is Ro-
mania River, with but two or three feet at its

narrow entrance at low water.

Point Romania is also the east limit of the
strait of Sincapore, which forms the communi-
cation between the strait of Malacca and the

China Sea. This extremity of ttie peninsula is

uninhabited and covered with wood, the retreat

of w ild elephants, buffaloes, deer, hogs, monkeys,
peacocks, &c. The rivers are full of alligators

and guanas, and the rocks covered with oysters.

In the middle of the strait of Sincapore is

Pedro Branco, or the White Rock, named from
its being whitened by the dung of sea birds. It

is surrounded by sunken rocks.

Malacca has a partial dependence upon Siam.
Formerly the Siamese monarchy had its supre-
macy owned by the whole peninsula; but, since
it sunk under the power of the Burmans, all the
southern part has shaken ofi" the yoke. The

Malays are well known, and widely diffused

throughout all the east. They are said, however,
not to have been natives of this country, origi-

nally, but to have come from the district of Pa-
lembang in Sumatra, en the banks of the river

Malaya, and thence to have founded the city of
Malacca in 1252. The supreme internal power
resides in a rajah, who assumes the title of
sultan, and who has under him a number of
dattoos or nobles, but tiie whole system is of a
very precarious and particular character. The
people are the terror of Asia as pirates. In the

pursuit of plunder or conquest, they show them-
selves daring, vindictive, and insatiable; merci-
less to enemies and strangers, and capricious to

their friends and associates. Tliat which can
be construed into an insult drives them to fury

;

and has often impelled them to deeds of frenzy,

known by the name of running amok, peculiar
to themselves. He who has resolved upon this,

begins by taking a dose of opium, till he is half

intoxicated ; he then throws loose his long black
hair, draws his crise, and rushes into the streets,

crying ' kill, kill,' and in fact kills every one
that encounters him in his career. But under
the British government this practice has gene-
rally disappeared. Some writers indeed wholly
attribute it to the oppressions of their former
conquerors, and assert that the Malays possess

higher sentiments of honor, greater fidelity to

their word, and upon the whole a more estimable

character than the natives of India. ' They are

even mild and courteous in their domestic de-

portment, and, to masters who treat them well,

make faithful and attached domestics. Piracy is

the irregular habit which is most deeply rooted

in their nature ; to it their ideas attach no dis-

grace ; on the contrary its successful prosecution

is considered as glorious.'

Their language is distinguished for its smooth-
ness and softness, and appears to have a basis of

Sanscrit, with a tincture of Arabic. It has
become, like the French in Europe, a sort of
current dialect over all the sea coasts, and in all

mercantile societies of the east.

Besides tlie Malays, who inhabit the coasts,

the peninsula in its interior tracts, maintains

another race, conceived to have been its original

inhabitants, who seem to be a variety of the

Papuas or oriental negroes. They have the

woolly hair, jet black skin, thick lip, and flat

nose, of the African, and are called by the

Malays Samangs. Those established in the

lower districts, plant a little rice, and exchange
the resin, bees' wax, and honey of their forests

for clothes and food. The Samangs of the

mountains, on the contrary, are said to be com-
plete savages, who have no'fixed abodes. They
subsist entirely by hunting and plunder. Ma-
lacca also contains colonies from several of the

neighbouring countries and islands.

MALACHI, Ileb. obxO) i. e. my messenger,
the last of the twelve minor prophets. He pro-

phesied about 300 years before Christ, reproving

the Jews for their wickedness after their return

from Babylon, and condemning the priests for

being careless in their ministry; at the same
time encouraging the few who maintained their

integrity. He distinctly prophesies of the Mes-


