


AN APOLOGY FOR THE INDIAN ARMY.

IN a recent Number of the United Service Journal, there have

appeared some reflections on the probable duration of the English

empire in India. The object of that article is to inquire whether the

troops of that country are composed of materials calculated to ensure

the continuance of our sway- The writer charges the sepoys with a

deficiency in physical courage and energy, with inability to support

privation or fatigue, with a disaffected and mutinous disposition ; he
accuses the European officers of a want of subordination and military

feeling ; and from these circumstances, combined with the probable
nature of the wars in which we shall hereafter be engaged, he argues
the insecurity of our Asiatic dominions. The remedy proposed is,

the substitution of Arabs, Malays, Cafres, Ghoorkas, and Anglo-In-
dians, for a considerable portion of the native army. The imputations
are heavy, and, if correct, our Indian empire is, indeed, in a perilous
state. An attempt shall be made to disprove them, at least in some

degree.
Three foreign empires have been established in India the Patan,

the Moghul, and the English. The inhabitants have also been exposed
to frequent invasion. The degraded condition in which the lower castes

are held, and the number who by their religion are devoted to peaceful

occupations, will, perhaps, satisfactorily account for the low estimate

which is formed of their national character; but it is surely unjust to

designate the Indians generally, especially those of the higher castes, as

deficient in those material qualities of character for which their north-

ern and western neighbours are so conspicuous. This is an inference

not warranted by the frequent invasion and subjugation of India, which
is the principal ground for the opinion. The entire history of Asia,

replete with instances of nations almost annihilated by the inroads of
martial hordes, the history of Europe, that of our own country in par-
ticular, subdued by the Normans, and, in her turn, all but subduing
France, achieving the conquest of Ireland with a handful of men,
sufficiently prove that the frequency of subjugation is no evidence of

pusillanimity in a nation. Still less shall we find the circumstances of
these invasions calculated to justify these imputations against their

national character, as in all their struggles with their opponents, the
Indians laboured under numerous disadvantages, arising partly from an

inequality in physical strength, (a circumstance of far less importance
now than when the combats were decided hand to hand,) partly from
the inferiority of the Indian horse, which, in troops principally com-

posed of cavalry, was of no little moment, but still more from the de-
fective structure of their national polity. The country consisted not of
a few great monarchies, whose union and co-operation, if not ultimately
successful, would, at least, have prolonged their resistance, but of
various principalities, whose number, discord, and mutual independ-
ence, rendered all unanimity hopeless. Neither is the testimony of a
recent writer to be rejected. The historian of India, in " The Family
Library," ascribes her frequent subjugation to the system of village

policy, which weakens, in the minds of the natives, those emotions of

patriotism which are felt by other nations. His affections are limited



AN APOLOGY FOR THE INDIAN ARMY. 29

to the welfare of his village ; while it and its institutions are unmo-

lested, he cared little who were the rulers of the state.

To revert to the earlier periods of Indian history, Alexander's inva-

sion is among the first of which we have any precise knowledge. He
led into India 120,000 men, gathered from the various countries

which he had passed. Against such an army, under such a leader, the

Indians made a vigorous resistance, not limited to one encounter, but

continued through a succession of engagements. The admission of a

large body of their troops into Alexander's army, proves the estimate

which he formed of their valour. Though the tribes which bordered

upon India may be supposed to have possessed the same turbulent and

predatory habits which they have evinced in later ages, yet we do not

find any record of her subjection to a foreign yoke from the period of

Alexander and his immediate successors, till the foundation of the

Ghaznavee dynasty at the close of the tenth century. When these in-

vaders added fanaticism to their other qualities, they became victors.

From Mahmood and his successors, who established the Patan dynasty
in India, the Hindoos suffered terrible devastations, not, however, with-

out a struggle ; their resistance was vigorous, and in some instances

successful, as, despite the efforts of Mahmood, the Rajpoots of Ajmeer
preserved the independence of their country. The separate exertions

of the India States were spirited, but being without concert or bond,

they were destroyed in detail. Notwithstanding this, the Moslem

conquests were sufficiently gradual, and it was not until three centu-

ries after their first invasion, that the Mahommedan arms were carried

beyond the northern boundary of the Dekkan. These circumstances

are far from indicating a want of energy, and throughout the whole of

the Patan and Moghul sway, we observe the same spirit displayed in

the shape of continual resistance and incomplete subjugation. Ajmeer,

though a province neighbouring to Delhi, always preserved a great

degree of independence, even during the firm and powerful reign of

Aurungzebe, who made vigorous but unsuccessful attacks on their

freedom. On one occasion the Empress was taken prisoner, and

Aurungzebe himself narrowly escaped. In Malwa, there were always
a number of independent Rajahs : Gundwana and the eastern parts of

Berar, remained in a similar state : Travancore, Tanjore, Canara, and

Malabar, continued free until the middle of the eighteenth century.
Whoever reads the defence of Chittore against Sultan Allahooddeen,
or the exploits of Putap Sing, of Rajpootana, against Akbar, will find

it difficult to imagine that the Hindoos, or at least certain classes of

them, and of these classes the native army is chiefly composed, are des-

titute of active courage. To refute the charge more fully, let us con-

sider the formation of the Mahratta empire towards the close of the

eighteenth century. This tribe, though opposed by the power and
wisdom of Aurungzebe, succeeded in wresting from the Mahom-
medans, a considerable portion of their empire. By their code, every
man was a soldier on emergencies, and had not their career been
checked by English discipline, they would have extended their domi-

nion over the whole of the Moslem conquests in India.

If, from the centre of India, we turn our eyes to the north, we find

similar instances of Hindoo valour. The disciples of Nanuc Shah
commenced their fierce and obstinate struggle in the reign of the same
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potent ruler, and at this day we behold the Seiks not only masters of

the large province between the Sutlej and Indus, but reducing their

former invaders, the Afghans, under their sway.
About the middle of

the eighteenth century, the Jauts, another Hindoo tribe, made them-

selves independent, and from them, in 1805, the English received at

Bhurtpore, the severest repulse which their arms have sustained in

Hindoostan. With these examples before us, can it be said that India

does not possess materials for a bold and active soldiery, that the cha-

racter of her people renders them unrit to remain in our ranks, and

that we must seek for her defenders in other lands ? In this-brief abs-

tract of her history, do we not rather recognise the descendants of

those men, the apprehension of whose valour was one cause of the

mutiny of Alexander's soldiers on the banks of the Hyphasis, and

whom Arrian, the historian of that campaign, describes as
"
by far the

most warlike of the then inhabitants of Asia ?"

Though the Mahommedan Indians form but a small portion of our

army, it will be appropriate to present to view some of the remarkable

events in their history. The Moslems commenced their conquests to-

wards the conclusion of the tenth century ? about the year 1210, the

Moghuls rirst made their appearance in India. From this time until

the invasion of Tirnour in 1398, their attacks on India were incessant,

but unavailing against the intrepid resistance they encountered.

Timour* appeared in India when it was in a frightful state of dis-

cord and anarchy. There were as many kingdoms as provinces, while

rival candidates struggled for the imperial throne; the conquest,

therefore, could present no great difficulty to his hordes, nor cast any

heavy imputation on the vanquished. Hoomayoon, the son of the

founder of the Moghul empire in India, was expelled by the Patans,

but, availing himself of the anarchy into which the kingdom had again

fallen, he returned and regained his dominions. The invasion of

Nadir Shah and Abdalla Shah were effected, as usual, when the em-

pire was falling to pieces, when the monarch had no authority, and

when the provinces had thrown off all obedience. We too availed our-

selves of similar circumstances in no inconsiderable degree ; and in their

contests with us, the Mahommedans displayed no contemptible military

qualities, particularly in the wars against Hyder and Tippoo.
In my opinion, the writer of the " Considerations" is equally mis-

taken in his estimate of the deficiencies of our present military system,
and in the plan which he proposes as a substitute. In endeavouring
to secure these great and distant dominions by the aid of the inhabit-

ants themselves, we adopt the policy of Alexander, who entrusted the

defence of his conquests to armies of native troops, disciplined and con-

trolled by Macedonians. During the continuance of their power in

India, the French (from whom, indeed, we adopted it) pursued a

similar principle ; but in the "
Considerations," it is proposed to sub-

stitute troops differing from each other in language, manners, and reli-

gion, qualities the union of which in an army has been hitherto deemed

* It is not a little curious that, about the year 1247, an army of Moghuls broke

into Bengal, through the mountains of Thibet. They were repulsed, but the

experiment may be repeated.
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of such importance. Arabs, Malays, Cafres, Ghoorkas, and Anglo-In-
dians, are the materials of which it is proposed to construct this army.
With regard to the Ghoorkas, by whom is probably meant Hillmen, the
real Ghoorkas being by no means numerous, and having ample employ-
ment in their own country, the question does not arise. In consequence
of certain stipulations at the conclusion of the Nepaul war, four regi-
ments of Ghoorkas and Hillmen were taken into the Company's ser-

vice. It appears to have escaped the notice of the writer, that in

language, manners, and religion, these Hillmen differ no more from
the inhabitants of the plains, than many of the Hindoo nations do from
each other. What has been observed in the " Considerations" regard-
ing the lower classes of the Anglo-Indian population, appears very
judicious. The employment of these men in our service is an act of
common justice. The officers of the Indian army, who are capable of

forming a judgment, the drummers of native regiments being composed
of Anglo-Indians, believe that they would make excellent soldiers. Of
their bravery there can be no doubt ; they are cleanly, intelligent,
tractable, and seldom guilty of drunkenness; their chief vices are

extravagance and improvidence.
The policy of employing Arabs, Malays, and Cafres, is more ques-

tionable. They would be mere mercenaries ; whoever paid highest
would have their services, and a change of fortune would be a signal
for a change of masters. The common mercenary passes without re-

morse and without discredit to alternate sides ; to-day he fights on one

side, to-morro v,r he is found equally conspicuous on the other. The

sepoy is not a common mercenary ; in the Bengal army he usually is a

small landholder, who has an interest in good order and in the perma-
nency of a government. He frequently is of a wealthy family, and
enters the army for the sake of the influence and privileges it bestows.

That his fidelity has. been sometimes shaken, there is no doubt; but, as

far as the writer of these observations knows, it has always been under

peculiar circumstances, and the object of his insubordination has usually
been to obtain the redress of a real or supposed grievance.
The Malays may be brave ; they have the reputation of being treach-

erous, and the two characters are rarely combined. It would be very
desirable if the writer of the " Considerations" had explained upon
what foundation, and from what facts, he has reached the apparently

groundless conclusion that the Malays possess a superiority in courage
over the sepoys. It ought not to be dismissed from recollection, that

Alfonzo de Albuquerque, with an inconsiderable number of Portuguese,
subdued Malacca

;
in the expedition against Java, the Malay and the

sepoy came into collision, and assuredly the reputation of the latter did

not suffer in the encounter. Neither is it to be forgotten, that during
the administration of Lord Clive, Colonel Ford, with 300 Englishmen
and 700 Sepoys, opposed 700 Dutchmen and 800 Malays, and that he

slew or captured the entire party.
In Hamilton's Gazetteer is to be found the following character of

the Malay :

" The Malay sailor, although strong and occasionally ac-

tive, is by no means perseveringly so, and during extreme cold or bad

weather is found to skulk sooner than the more feeble but docile Ben-

galese Lascar." The same publication says, that he is ferocious, vin-
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dictive, treacherous ; that his courage is of a kind that acts on the im-

pulse of the moment, but is not of a steady character, and that, if offend-

ed, he will stab privately.
What especial merit the Cafre possesses to recommend him to our

adoption, lies, perhaps, in still greater obscurity than that of the Malay,
unless it be said to consist in his superior strength ; but in the present
mode of warfare, this will scarcely be a sufficient motive for the change.
The strength and weight of a German do not always give him the day.

Our West India regiments are composed of men resembling the Cafres

was their conduct in the last American war such as to entitle them

to so high a degree of admiration as to allow us to introduce this change
without reluctance ? Perhaps it would be unfair to regard their fre-

quent revolts as slaves, as bad tests of their fidelity as soldiers, if they
were in large and powerful bodies.

At length we have arrived at the Arab. His valour and energy are

unquestionable, so are his turbulence and untameable disposition.

It is difficult to say by whom he is most feared, by his employer or the

enemy. In the last wars with the Mahrattas, large bodies of these

men were employed by the Peishwa and the Rajah of Berar. Who-
ever reads the accounts of these wars will find ample proof of their

untractable character ; very frequently they were quite beyond con-

trol, and acted as masters. In Hamilton's Gazetteer is the following

paragraph:
" The greater part of Candeish had been usurped by Arab

colonists, who, in fact, without any premeditated scheme, were in a

fair way of becoming paramount in Hindoostan, having already all the

petty chiefs, whom tliey served as mercenaries, more or less under their

domination." Under English discipline, no doubt, they would be more

manageable, yet still the leaven of their hatred of control would be

always to be feared. But would the Arab submit to this discipline ?

Many of the native races of India, though probably less wild and im-

patient of authority, decline entering our service. The writer of the
" Considerations" adduces the Arab Fellahs, who are in the disciplined
service of the Pacha of Egypt ; he will readily acknowledge the total

difference of character between the Fellah and the Arab adventurer

who seeks military service in India. In a large army, composed of

such diversified materials, raised from nations so remote from each

other, how delicate would not the management be ! Their officers

would be compelled to acquaint themselves with four or five languages,
unless these mercenaries are forced to learn English or Hindoostanee

as a common tongue, and with the equally varying habits, manners,
and modes of thinking of this Babel army. It altogether seems an

arduous operation, and unattended with security, notwithstanding the

assertion of the writer of the "
Considerations," that "

they must be

faithful to us under every difficulty, (an assumption altogether un-

proved,) since the camp would be their home." True, the camp would
be their home, though whose camp, ours or the enemy's, would be

a matter of indifference to them, and of serious doubt to us.

Another objection urged against the sepoys in the " Considerations"

is, their "
having customs and religious prejudices which keep them so

distinct from their British officers as to admit of scarcely any com-

munity of feeling or intercourse beyond that which takes place on

parade." This is a very decisive assertion, which the facts scarcely
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authorise. It is not easy to conceive from what intercourse that could
or ought to occur, under any circumstances, they are deterred by their
"
religious prejudices." Intermarriage of their families, and partaking

of the same food, are the only points to which the prohibition extends,
and on these it is unnecessary to dwell. I do not pretend to deter-

mine what ought to be the degree of intercourse between an officer

and a private ; but this relation in the Indian army seems sufficiently
intimate for all useful purposes. On the festival days of the English
the sepoy waits on the officers of his company to pay his respects and
offer his congratulations; he repeats the same ceremony on the days
devoted to solemnity in his own faith, often making on these occasions
a small offering of fruit or flowers, agreeably to the Asiatic custom,
which requires an inferior to make a present on visiting his superior.
When a large body of them celebrate these festivals with ceremonies,
such as fireworks, exhibition of dancing girls, wrestling, &c. the officers

are solicited to view them, and on these occasions they are always re-

ceived with a sprinkling of rose-water, as a mark of respect, and pre-
sented with trays of flowers and pastry. Leave of absence to visit his

home is the grand indulgence of a sepoy ; to obtain this privilege he

constantly appeals to his immediate officer ; from him, too, he solicits

the indulgence of an occasional exemption from duty to perform some

religious ceremony ; speaks to him without hesitation on what he
considers the most delicate subjects, the female branches of his family,
and talks of wife, mother, and sisters, without scruple, generally add-

ing,
" To you, Sir, who are my father, I feel no ohame in talking of a

forbidden subject" (haram). This is a great mark of confidence. If,

as it frequently happens, he would make a remittance to his family
from the savings of his scanty pay, on particular occasions, as a

marriage or a birth, he borrows from the officer commanding his com-

pany a small sum for that purpose. In his law-suits, and he or his

family are seldom unprovided with one, his officer not rarely acts as his

chamber counsel. The latter is usually the arbiter of his domestic

quarrels ; in any violent altercation with his wife, or rather his camp-
wife, his real wife being generally at home, he appeals to his officer as

an umpire, and not unfrequently leads the offending damsel to the

quarters of the latter, in spite of their punctilious feelings on these

points. In short, the intercourse is continual, and upon the sepoy's

part is one of extreme confidence.

Another point of inefficiency in the sepoy, according to the writer of

the "
Considerations," is his physical incapacity (for he allows him to

possess the mental qualities of patience and fortitude,) to undergo pri-
vation or fatigue.

" The sepoys require," he says,
" to keep them

efficient, to have all those comforts about them to which they are

habituated." To a person unacquainted with them, the word comforts
will probably convey some extensive meaning, yet the comforts of a

sepoy would be misery to a European ; they are, indeed, scarcely more
than a mere sustenance. His luxuries are bread, a little spice, a few
of the commonest herbs, and a small quantity of butter, sugar, and
tobacco. It is curious to read this observation from an officer of troops
that require so much care and comfort as English soldiers ; deprive
them of these, how long or with what discipline will they make forced

marches. With only some parched meal mixed with water for his

U. S. JOITBN. No. 3H. JAN. 1832. D
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food, the sepoy will make forced marches day after day.
" Where

the bazaar equipage is absent, as must often happen in a swampy coun-

try, they soon sink." What is intended by bazaar equipage is.rather

obscure, probably it means tents as well as food ; as for tents, their in-

troduction is of comparatively recent date, formerly the native army
marched without them. " Even in the climate of India," it is stated

in the " Considerations,"
" the superior stamina of the European soldier

become conspicuous in long marches continued for many days ; in such

cases they will outmarch the sepoys." Does the writer of the " Con-

siderations" seriously maintain, that the European is better suited to

bear the effects of the climate ? In a swampy unhealthy country, when

deprived of their usual food, the sepoys perish in great numbers, but a

regiment is seldom or ever reduced to a state of absolute inefficiency ;

place a European corps in a similar situation without spirits or animal

food, and to what a condition would it be reduced ? If, instead of his

own comfortable tent, the European marched with that of the sepoy
for a covering, which scarcely excludes anything but coolness ; if in-

stead of his own noble barracks* he were obliged to endure successive

hot winds and rains in the sepoy's hut, he would find India a greater

Golgotha than even it unhappily is at present. With regard to out-

marching the sepoys, it would be desirable to know the instances of so

unusual an occurrence. The regiment of the writer of this notice once

marched in company with a European corps in the hot month of one of

the hottest years. The two regiments marched daily from the same

place at different hours. The number of stragglers in the native regi-

ment was not unusual, that of the other was prodigious ; it was me-

lancholy to see our countrymen panting and exhausted on the road.

As well as I recollect, the Europeans carried neither knapsacks nor

great coats, the sepoys were loaded with both, and it should not be

forgotten that the latter were encumbered with a musket absurdly dis-

proportioned to their strength, though well suited to that of a Euro-

pean. In France, this is more judiciously arranged, by sizing the

muskets according to the troops. I understand, that on common occa-

sions, a European regiment marches with one hundred doolies or palan-
keens ; a native corps marches with ten, or rather did march, for even
this number has been reduced, and these are rarely filled. Of the

capabilities of the inhabitants of India to sustain fatigue, the marches
of the Mah'rattas and Pindarries are a conspicuous example ; the pur-
suits in which they were overtaken may also be adduced. When on
leave of absence the sepoys make prodigious journeys.
The next point of animadversion is the risk our dominions are placed

in from mutinies of the sepoys. If diversity of character be a pre-
ventive of this, India offers ample materials ; it contains also (indeed
so does the native army at the present moment,) one of the other

checks proposed, a difference of religion. The qualities which the

sepoys are described to possess,
"
patience and fortitude under diffi-

* The plan of the superb barracks at Meerat is to be imitated at the other Euro-

pean stations. To each company, four detached bungalows, or thatched cottages,
are allotted ; these contain a centre room, surrounded by a wide lobby, and the

latter by an open verandah ; there are double doors, one of glass, the other of Ve-
netian blinds. The non-commissioned officers and married men sleep in the lobby ;

the latter have partitioned rooms.
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culties and privations/' and it is to be doubted if they are to be found

among the proposed substitutes, are not such as to produce great fears
of revolt. As to the mutinies which have taken place we ought
rather to be surprised at the smallness of their number, than unduly
alarmed for the future. Perhaps, no other large body of mercenaries
(in a contemptuous light) can present such an uniformity of good
conduct. But would it not be fair to consider the character of those
acts of insubordination which have unfortunately happened, and see
whether they have arisen from a wanton spirit of disaffection, or from
a feeling of suffering under injustice and oppression ? From the in-

formation which I have been able to obtain respecting the moet
serious mutinies in the Indian army, that of 1764, Vellore, Java,
and Barrackpore, I believe the following will be found a pretty
accurate statement. The first arose from withholding an increased
donation which had been procured as a remuneration for services ; a
most inadequate reason certainly, but still unconnected with the main
cause of fear, disaffection to the Government. That of Vellore, it

is to be feared, was of a much more serious character, and is said to
have been excited by the tampering of Tippoo's family ; yet it is also

said to have been partly caused by some absurd interference with the
turbans or whiskers, or something equally trifling, of the men. These
to the European are childish reasons indeed, but turbans and whis-
kers are to the Indian, objects of as much veneration as was formerly
the coolin to the Irish Celt, or the philibeg to the Gael. The mu-
tiny at Java, or rather intended mutiny, is said to have been chiefly
caused by a breach of promise to the native regiments. These had gone
to Java under a stipulation of being sent back in a specified time, and
were retained in the island long beyond the promised period. On the

mutineers at Barrackpore, the writer of the "
Considerations," or ra-

ther the Monthly Review, whose sentiments he seems to adopt, is very
harsh, perhaps more so than is warranted by our knowledge of the
facts. That a mutiny must be suppressed at all hazards, however

great may have been the provocation to insubordination, is perhaps
allowed as a truism by all military authorities ; and it is also most

likely, indeed most certain, that the last extremity was not resorted to

at Barrackpore, until every other method had failed. But we are au-

thorized in the belief, that the home authorities did not consider the

47th native infantry so guilty as the Review asserts, when we find

that before long the number of the regiment was restored, and that all

the prisoners who had been sentenced to fourteen years' hard labour,

obtained an entire remission of their punishment. An extract from

the Monthly Review is given in the "
Considerations," in which it is

asserted that nothing but the promptness with which the mutineers

were attacked, could have averted the general revolt. The inference

from this is, that there was a plan for revolt, or at least a tendency
to revolt, throughout the Bengal army.
When that melancholy event took place, I happened to be with my re-

giment at a distant station, and in that corps there was not the slightest

symptom of insubordination, nor did I ever hear that such a feeling had

extended beyond Barrackpore. The mere fact that five native regi-

ments under arms were calm spectators of the destruction of the 47th
Native Infantry by the European troops, would seem to disprove the

D 2
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allegation of the Review. The writer of the " Considerations" says,
" the real cause (of the mutiny) being the horror they had conceived

of the Burmese and of their country." Of the Burmese the sepoys
knew little ; of their country they knew nothing. To Arracan they
bore an extreme aversion, but Arracan is not Burmah. This dislike

has its origin in a superstitious belief that the country is infested with

witches and sorcerers, who exterminate all invaders. One question

may be asked : if the mutineers were so guilty, why were not the pro-

ceedings of the Court of Inquiry held on that transaction ever pub-
lished ? In India, the cause of the mutiny is said to be the following :

The regiment was ordered to march from Barrackpore towards Arra-

can, without any carriage being provided as usual. The men remon-

strated, that to march into such a swampy, unhealthy country as Arra-

can, without carriage, would be the destruction of the entire corps.
The Government is then said to have given each man five rupees, with

instructions that the regiment should provide themselves with car-

riage. The sepoys remonstrated again, that the donation was a mock-

ery, for, without compulsion, and the aid of Government, no man
would give his bullock or cart for hire; and that the Government

might retain the money and supply the carriage.
Whether the Government would not, to maintain its dignity, or

really could not, from the country being entirely drained of cattle,

is not declared ; probably the latter is the true cause. At all events,

they were now at issue ; the Government saying they must march
without carriage, the sepoys positively refusing, but expressing their

willingness to proceed the moment it was supplied. It should not be

forgotten, that the feelings of the sepoys are said to have been much
excited by observing, a short time before, a European regiment march,
or move down the river, supplied with every comfort. Such is the
rumoured account. One thing is certain ; that the Government shortly
afterwards issued an order, that whenever a regiment was directed to

march, it should be supplied with carriage by the civil authorities. It

is presumed that the above account will not be taken for a justification
of the mutiny. The smallness of the sepoy's pay will probably be some

day the cause of serious commotion. This, indeed, is most scanty,

being only fourteen shillings a month : with this sum he has to provide
food and lodging; undress clothes, when off duty; white jackets and

trowsers, when on duty in hot weather ; shoes, parade-cap, breast-plate ;

and also to perform that duty which a Hindoo holds most sacred
an occasional remittance for the support of his parents and family.

Nothing could accomplish this but the most extraordinary frugality.
It is also contended that the sepoys are unfit for our ranks, from

their unwillingness to serve in foreign countries. The alacrity of the
Madras army to proceed to Burmah, the readiness with which the

sepoys went to Egypt, to the Isle of France, to Java, to Ceylon, are,

perhaps, a sufficient answer. If the pay for foreign service were in-

creased, there would be no want of candidates. Some years ago, half-

a-dozen of general service corps were raised in Bengal ; these were

chiefly filled up with volunteers from old regiments. The anxiety of
the sepoys to enter them was very great, and the candidates were so

eager and so numerous, that there was some difficulty in settling their
claims. This anxiety arose merely from the prospect of getting a few

steps towards promotion to the rank of corporal.
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The next charge against the sepoys is, that their courage is only of a

passive character, and that in a " broken or close country, where skir-

mishing and small detachments are necessarily much employed, they
are found wanting." If it is intended here to compare the sepoy with
an English soldier, which is a most unfair way of judging, though one

commonly adopted by the officers of His Majesty's service, he will be
found inferior, as a skirmisher, in boldness, activity, and energy ; but,

perhaps, he surpasses him in intelligence. After a few months' drill-

ing, a sepoy becomes tolerably well acquainted with his duties. If an

English soldier were drilled in Arabian or Chinese, with broken Eng-
lish explanations, what progress would he make in the same period ?

But on what occasions has the sepoy been " found wanting" in a broken
or close country. Surely not in Nepaul. Is the allusion intended for

Ava ? But the assault of stockades is not skirmishing. The sepoy is,

perhaps, not very efficient in escalading, which may, in some measure,
arise from the weight of his musket, or the confinement of his limbs in

an English dress. The earlier wars of the English in the Carnatic and
in Bengal consisted chiefly of encounters of " small detachments ;" in

these the sepoy acquitted himself well. A quotation is given in the

"Considerations" from the Monthly Review: "In the assault of

Bhurtpore, we know that not one of the native regiments could be
induced to approach the walls, until the European troops had sur-

mounted the ramparts."
The writer of this notice was present at that assault, and will try to

give an idea of it. There were three breaches. The left and centre

assaulting parties were each headed by a King's regiment ; the right
breach, or rather battered gateway, was attacked by the Company's
European regiment ; each was followed by strong detachments of

native troops. The entire of the assaulting columns were placed in

the trenches ; the left column stepped at. once from the trenches into

the ditch, and mounted the ramparts immediately ; the centre column
was slightly retired from the ditch to await the explosion of an im-
mense mine, but it also mounted the ramparts instantly ; the right
column marched across a short plain, but with exactly the same results.

Now, in this state of the matter, how is it possible that the native

troops, who were in the rear, could be required to approach the walls,
unless those in their front had been repulsed, which was far from being
the case. In an assault, is it usual for troops in the rear to "

approach"
a narrow breach until those in front have either been driven back or

have entered ? It seems impossible. The expression
" not one" is made

use of as if the attempt had been made with every individual corps. In
the column to which the writer was attached, not the slightest symptom
of backwardness was evinced by the native troops ; the assault was per-

fectly successful, every thing went on smoothly, and all mounted the

breach and ramparts in the order they were placed in the trenches.

In his haste to undervalue other troops, or perhaps another service, the

writer in the review forgot to mention the gallant conduct of the na-

tive Sappers and Miners, and native Pioneers. The former especially
received high commendation from Lord Combermere.

That the native troops have received several severe defeats, is most
certain. But will it be alleged that these are conclusive against their

courage ? Their defeats have generally been suffered under most un-
favourable circumstances, as great inferiority of numbers, or disadvan-
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tageous position, &c. ; as well almost might an American, from the

result of the revolutionary war, assert the absurdity that the English
are not brave soldiers.

A few instances of sepoy gallantry may not be misplaced. In 1751
a battle was fought in the Carnatic, in which the European troops fled

from the field, while the natives continued the contest. In the battles

which were fought in Bengal, from 1760 to 1763, Mills says, that the

sepoys behaved with conspicuous gallantry. In 1 780 Capt. Popham,
with a force consisting of native troops, having stormed the fort of

Soharghur, took by escalade the particularly strong fortress of Gwa-
lior. Sir Eyre Coote had declared the attempt, with so feeble a force,
" absolute madness." It was defended by a scarp sixteen feet high, then

a steep ascent of forty yards, and finally a wall of thirty feet high.
The sepoys are said to have mounted the rope ladders with "

amazing

activity." In 1780 Colonel Bailley, with 150 Europeans and 2000

sepoys, was attacked by Tippoo with the " flower of his army and a

prodigious superiority ;" he sustained a severe conflict for several hours,
and repulsed the assailants ; a subsequent reinforcement rendered the

number of his troops 650 Europeans and 3000 sepoys. The attack was
renewed by Hyder and Tippoo, with sixty guns and nearly their whole

army. Hyder's guns were principally managed by Europeans, and
his regular battalions chiefly commanded by Frenchmen. The utmost

gallantry was displayed by both Europeans and sepoys ; no doubt, the

admirable conduct of the former had its full influence on the latter ;

every assault was repulsed, until two tumbrils blew up, which spread
such confusion that our troops were finally routed ; almost all the

sepoys were killed. The above account is taken from Mills, which,

however, is disputed. In 1782 Tippoo, with twenty guns, 10,000

horse, 10,000 infantry, and 400 Frenchmen, commanded by Colonel

Lally, a most expert soldier, attacked Colonel Braithwaite's detach-

ment of 100 Europeans, 1500 sepoys, and 300 native cavalry. Mills

says,
" The annals of war can seldom exhibit a parallel to the firmness

and perseverance which he and his little army displayed." After

twenty-six hours' incessant fighting, when a great portion of the party
were killed, and the rest worn out with fatigue and wounds, the 400

French, flanked by horse, charged with bayonets ; then, but not till

then, the sepoys broke.

Colonel Humberstone in 1782, with 900 Englishmen and 3000

sepoys, repulsed Tippoo with 20,000 men, and a portion of Europeans.
In 1780, Colonel Carnac, with 5000 sepoys, was surrounded by Sindia ;

a night attack was made on Sindia's camp, and he was completely
routed. In 1791, Capt. Little, with three battalions of Bombay sepoys
and a body of Mahratta cavalry, attacked one of Tippoo's commanders,
drawn up in a position of extraordinary strength, with 10,000 men ;

to the astonishment of the Mahrattas, who gave no aid whatever, he
routed them, and captured all the guns, though with heavy loss. The

sepoys had been thirty-six hours under arms actively employed, with-

out refreshment. Mills says,
" This is allowed to have been one of

the most spirited and brilliant actions of the war." Major Goudie,
with one battalion of Europeans and six battalions of sepovs, took by
assault the almost inaccessible fortresses of Rajcotta and Nundydroog.
In 1799, Colonel Montresor with four battalions of Bombay sepoys,
was attacked by Tippoo with the principal part of his army. They
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In the Nepaul war, after several armies, with considerable propor-
tions of Europeans, had met with reverses, a native detachment, under

Colonel, now Sir Jasper Nicolls, a King's officer by the bye, was
the first to gain success, by storming the heights at Almorah. This
was immediately followed by various successes, particularly that ob-

tained at Malown by Ochterlony's army, consisting exclusively of

natives, with the exception of some European artillery. By his able

manoeuvring, Ochterlony brought at once under English control the

large mountainous tract between the Sutlej and the boundaries of Ne-

paul, in Kumaon. Here we find the sepoy engaged in a totally new
species of warfare, a mountainous war; but he was commanded by men
who trusted in him, and he was successful. It is worthy of remark,
that this too was, in a great measure, a war of small detachments, and
of skirmishing. I trust the narration of these latter instances will not
induce any one to deem me guilty of the absurdity of drawing a

parallel between the English soldier and the sepoy. I well know the

superiority of my countrymen, and hope it may ever continue, as on

that, indeed, hinges the permanence of our rule.

This enumeration is here closed, though by no means exhausted.
No reference need be made to the actions of greater importance, whe-
ther from the numbers or their consequences, such as Madras,
Wandenach, Pondicherry, Cuddalore, the battle and siege of Serin-

gapatam, Plassye, Buxcu, Assye, Allyghur, Delhi, Agra, Deeg, and

Mahidpore. In these the proportion of Europeans was consider-

able, and for them the writer of the "
Considerations" probably

claims almost the whole praise. Perhaps even he will not refuse to

the sepoys a portion of the merit which was claimed for his country-
men by an Irish Major, who, in consequence of the gallantry of the
Irish brigade at Comona, was selected to be the bearer of the des-

patches to the French King.
" But do you tell me nothing of your

gallant countrymen?" said the monarch. "Sire," replied the exile,"
they endeavoured to imitate the conduct of your Majesty's subjects."
But who ought to be the best judges of the sepoy ? Should it not

be the men whose liberty and life depend on his conduct ? These men
trust him implicitly, if only opposed by Asiatics, even with a great

superiority of numbers ; and they do not fear an encounter with Euro-

peans, if a proper proportion of Englishmen fight by the sepoy's side.

If he is to be expelled from our ranks ; if other mercenaries are to

occupy the place which he has filled with some credit ; may the change
never extort the exclamation at some Asiatic Fontenoy,

" Cursed be
the laws which deprive me of such subjects !"

This article has reached a greater length than the writer anticipated ;

his observations on the remarks against the officers of the Indian army,
and on the other subjects noticed in the "

Considerations," must be
deferred for a future paper.
The comparison in the " Considerations" between the officers of the

King's and of that army, might, perhaps, have been spared, the utility
of it not being very obvious; but having been produced, it may be
found that the latter have little cause to shun the scrutiny, whether
directed to military points, or to the station they each hold in litera-

ture. S. S.




