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SECTION V

THE BRITISH DEPENDENCIES IN THE
MALAY INDIES

CHAPTER I

HISTORY OP EUROPEAN INTERVENTION.

SECTION IT has been pointed out 1
that the geographical outline of

Southern Asia is marked by three well-defined peninsulas:

Arabia, India, and the Easternmost peninsula, sometimes

known as Further India, extending from Burma to Tonkin,
and including Siam, Cochin China, and the Malay States.

This last block of land trends away far to the South in the

Malay Peninsula, which is driven as a wedge between the

Indian and the Chinese Seas, just as its Malay inhabitants

are interposed between the Indian and the Chinese races.

Hemmed in by sea on East and West it seems as though it

had expanded to the South into the numberless islands

which form the Malay Archipelago.

Great Britain has a foothold in the Archipelago, as the

whole of the Northern coast of Borneo has been under the

protection of the British Government since 1888, and the

little island of Labuan, lying close to the Borneo coast, has

been a Crown colony for nearly sixty years, but by far the

most important of the British dependencies in the Malay
Indies are those situated in the Peninsula. The five posses-

sions, Singapore, Malacca, the Dindings, Penang, and

Province Wellesley, which together compose the colony of

1 See Introduction, p. 3.
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the Straits Settlements \ lie along the West and South coasts CHAPTER

in a manner which recalls the Sicilian settlements of the

great maritime and trading empire of the old world. From
these centres British influence has spread over the greater

part of the Peninsula and now covers an area of some

36,000 square miles, comprising the States of Perak,

Selangor, the Negri Sembilan and Pahang, all of which are

wholly under British control, since the native rulers have

bound themselves to follow the advice of British Residents in

all matters other than those touching the Mohammedan re-

ligion, and the Protectorate of Johore, which remains inde-

pendent, except for the fact that its relations with foreign

powers are controlled by His Majesty's Government.

Of the origin and affinities of the race which has given The

its name to the Peninsula it is not possible to speak with

certainty. Some have supposed the Malays to be a conti-

nental race, which has come from the North to the Peninsula

and Archipelago, and have found in them resemblances to

the Mongolian races of Asia
; others have thought them an

island race, which has established itself on the outskirts of

the mainland, and have argued that they have had a common

origin, or at least a common home in prehistoric times, with

the Polynesian races of the Pacific and with the Maories of

New Zealand. In support of the theory of an island origin

may be adduced the fact that the Malay race is widely dis-

tributed through the islands of the Eastern seas from Mada-

gascar on the West to Japan on the East, while within

historical times no settlements of Malays have existed on the

mainland, except in the Peninsula, where, being essentially

a maritime race 2
, they have always shown a preference for

living on the coast or along the rivers.

1 In addition to the Settlements mentioned in the text, the Cocos-

Keeling and Christmas Islands, lying far off in the Indian Ocean, are

included in the colony for convenience of administration, and regarded

as part of the Settlement of Singapore.
2 If it could be shown that the Muruts and other tribes of the interior
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SECTION In the Peninsula, whether they came from the South, as
v>

their own traditions assert
1

,
or from the North, they were

of the*
1 *

certamty immigrants ;
the aboriginal inhabitants are repre-

Malay sented by the tribes of Semang or Pangan and Sakai or
' a '

Jakuns, who are scattered over the country, living mostly in

the jungles of the interior. The Semang are said to re-

semble the Negrito tribes found in the Andamans and the

Philippine islands, while the more civilized Sakai are generally

supposed to belong to the Mon-Annam family and to be

akin to the races of Siam, Burma, and Indo-China. The

Semang and, except where they have adopted the habits of

their Malay neighbours, the Sakai pass for the most part a

nomad existence, living on wild fruits, roots, and the animals

which they kill with their blowpipes and bows and arrows,

though some of the Sakai have a good knowledge of the

cultivation of rice and tapioca. They differ from the Malays,

among whom Mohammedanism has long been practically

universal
2
,
in having no religion except a belief in good and

evil spirits.

The existence of the Sakai tribes in the interior of the

Peninsula has been adduced as an additional argument in

favour of the island origin of the Malays, since, if the latter

had been driven from the North by the pressure of a stronger

race, it would have been natural to suppose that the tribes

inhabiting the borderland between the two races would have

been of the weaker, i.e. ex hypothesise Malay, stock.

of Borneo are, as has been asserted, of Malay stock, this statement would
require modification. The theory, however, of the Malayan affinities of
these tribes seems to have been generally abandoned.

1 The Malay tradition is that their race had its origin in Menangkabau
in Sumatra.

2 The Malays were converted from paganism to Islam in the thirteenth,

fourteenth, and fifteenth centuries. The first important convert recorded
was the Rajah of Achin in Sumatra (1206), while the first ruler in the
Peninsula to adopt the Mohammedan faith was the Sultan of Malacca

(1276). The Malays are by no means bigoted Moslems, and the religion
of the common people retains considerable traces of primitive devil-

worship.
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However, the question of the origin of the Malays is not CHAPTER

of importance for our present purpose, as, whatever may
have been their original home, the earliest authentic records

of intercourse between the archipelago and the West date

from a time when they had long been settled in the countries

which they now inhabit.

Like every other gold-producing land of the East and Early

South, the Malay Peninsula has been identified with Solo

mon's Ophir.
1 To the Greek and Roman geographers of Indies.

the first and second centuries A.D., it was vaguely known as

the island of Chryse or the Aurea Chersonesus, and it would

appear that from early times a rich trade was carried on by
the Malays with India, China, and Arabia, from which latter

country the spices of the Archipelago found their way to the

markets of Europe. In mediaeval times Marco Polo, Friar

Odoric, and other Europeans, as well as the great Moorish

traveller Ibn Batuta, visited various islands of the Archipe-

lago, and probably some parts of the Malay Peninsula during

their travels in the East, but their accounts seem to have

been generally forgotten or disbelieved, and these lands

appear to have been regarded as new discoveries when in

the sixteenth century Europe began actively to interfere in

their affairs.

The famous Bull of Pope Alexander VI, which divided

newly-discovered lands between Spain and Portugal, left the

East to the latter, and accordingly the Portuguese were

the first European nation to make their power felt in the

Malay seas.

Rumours of the importance and wealth of Malacca had The

reached the Portuguese in India and had been by them Poriu8uese -

1 As to the meaning of the term 'Ophir' see note on p. 71.

Mr. H. Clifford (Further India, p. n), quotes a passage from Josephus,

definitely identifying Ophir with the Aurea Chersonesus, and refers to the

interesting fact that extensive gold mines, of ancient date and of

a fashion foreign to South-Eastern Asia, have been found in Pahang.
He notes also that that state is the home of '

ivory, apes and peacocks '.

Cp. i Kings x. 22.
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SECTION repeated to Lisbon, and accordingly in 1508 Diego Lopez de
Vt

Sequeira was sent out from Europe with instructions to

1

explore, and conquer
'

the city. Sequeira arrived at Malacca

in the following year, but, instead of attempting to conquer the

place, contented himself with obtaining the grant of a site for

a factory. A dispute with the natives soon broke out, the

blame being variously assigned according as the story is told

by Malay or Portuguese historians, and Sequeira was obliged

to retire to India. Two years later the Portuguese returned

in force under the leadership of the famous Albuquerque,

Capture of captured Malacca, and established a fortress there the first

Malacca.
European settlement in the Malay seas. They held the

town for 130 years in spite of more than a dozen attempts

at recapture made by the Malays of Johore, Achin, and

Java, and from this centre their influence spread rapidly

over the greater part of the Archipelago. Till the end of

the sixteenth century they held a practical monopoly of the

Eastern trade, and their settlements or trading posts were

to be found throughout the islands, on both coasts of the

Malay Peninsula, in Burma, Siam, and Cambodia, and even

as far East as China.

The The most important object in their eyes was the control

Moluccas. Qf tne tra(je Of tne Moluccas or Spice Islands, the products

of which formed the most valued part of the trade of

the East. An expedition sent out by Albuquerque directly

after the capture of Malacca established relations with these

islands, and in the following years the Portuguese extended

The their control over the main part of the group. They were
Spaniards. not

^
jlowevei

-

j
]eft m undisturbed possession of the islands,

since the Spaniards, who made their way to them by the

Cape Horn route, claimed that they fell within the Spanish

sphere, and the hostilities which ensued were only terminated

by the purchase of the Spanish claims in 152 p.
1

1 The main object of Magellan's famous voyage round the world was
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It may perhaps be doubted whether the resources of For- CHAPTER

tugal would, in any case, have sufficed to retain permanently
her empire in the East in view of the hostility which

Portuguese methods excited among the natives. Unlike the Portuguese

Dutch and the English, the Portuguese were not in the first
Methods >

instance mere traders: their king definitely laid claim to

sovereignty over the kingdoms of the East in virtue of the

Papal grant. From -this it followed, in Portuguese eyes,

that the natives had no rights which need be respected, and

the record of the early proceedings of the Portuguese in the

Malay seas teem with accounts, related in the most matter-

of-fact manner, of glaring acts of piracy, even the great

Viceroy Albuquerque himself taking part in the capture

and plunder of unoffending native merchant vessels. The
resentment felt by the natives at such methods, intensified

by ill-advised attempts at forcing the Christian religion on

the
' Moors ', found vent in the constant attacks on Malacca,

and in a general massacre of the Portuguese in the Mo-
luccas (1536), and, when once a determined attempt was

made by European rivals to destroy the power of Portugal,

her enemies found ready assistance from the native peoples.

Her fortunes waned as rapidly as they had risen, and by Decline

the middle of the seventeenth century her flag had prac- f the

... _ , ,, , Portuguese
tically been driven from the Malay seas. At the present day power.

all the traces that remain of the great Portuguese empire in

Asia are three small districts in India, the island of Macao,
half of Timor, and a numerous population of Eurasians

with Portuguese names in nearly every seaport of the East.

Curiously enough, the loss of the possessions of Portugal

is directly attributable to the circumstance which seemed at

first sight most calculated to strengthen her position the

union with Spain in 1580. That union put an end to the

hostile competition of the Spaniards from the Philippines,

to find a way to the Moluccas, the exact position of which was jealously
concealed by the Portuguese.
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SECTION but it involved Portugal in the quarrels of Europe and

brought into the East the formidable rivalry of the Dutch

and English.

The Dutch. The discovery of the Cape route to India had diverted to

Lisbon the Eastern trade, which, when carried overland or

by way of Aden, had formed the basis of the prosperity of

Venice and Genoa. From Lisbon the products of the East

were distributed through the North of Europe by the ships

of the Netherlands. In the union of the crowns Philip II

saw his opportunity for punishing his rebellious subjects,

and the harbours of Portugal were closed to Dutch traders.

But the merchants of the United Provinces were not men to

acquiesce calmly in the loss ofthe richest branch of their trade.

If they could not procure the spices of the East at Lisbon they

could, and did, go to seek them in the lands from which

they came, as soon as the ruin of the Spanish sea-power in

the English wars gave them their opportunity. The writings

of Jan van Linschoten, who had spent many years in the

Portuguese possessions in the East, had given his country-

men valuable information as to the jealously-guarded secrets

of the Portuguese trade and, within eight years from the date

of the destruction -of the Armada, Cornelius Houtman estab-

lished a Dutch factory at Bantam in Java.

The Dutch Other expeditions followed in rapid succession, and in

r ^ 2 t^ie numerous companies formed in the Netherlands

for the purposes of the Eastern trade were amalgamated as

the '

Geoctroyeerde Oost Indische Compagnie V By 1610

the Dutch possessions were of such importance that a

Governor-General Pieter Both 2 had been appointed to

supervise them. As early as 1599 a Dutch fort had been

established in Amboyna in the Spice Islands, and though the

garrison was soon driven out by the Portuguese, the island

1 As to the Dutch Chartered Companies generally, cp. vol. iv of this

ries, p. 29.
2

Cf. p. 146.
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fell again into Dutch hands in 1605, and was the centre of CHAPTER

the Netherlands possessions in the Archipelago until the

seat of government was removed to Batavia (formerly

Jakatra) in Java in 1619.

The natives of the Archipelago, from their hatred of the

Portuguese, were generally favourable to the Dutch, and the

influence of the latter extended even more rapidly than had

that of Portugal. The foundation of their power was laid

in a battle off Bantam in 1602 in which the Spanish fleet

was routed, and by 1606 they were strong enough to besiege

the Portuguese stronghold of Malacca an enterprise in

which they were supported by the troops of the Malay
Sultan of Johore. They were compelled to raise the siege

in order to go to the relief of their settlements in the

Moluccas, which had been attacked by the Spaniards from

the Philippines, but it was evident that the day of Portugal

was over. For years, with the assistance of the Sultan of

Achin, the Dutch harried the Portuguese shipping in the

Straits, and in August, 1640, a combined Dutch and

Achinese force blockaded Malacca, which was eventually Malacca

captured in January, 1641. For the remainder of the
c

*fo

U
puteh

seventeenth and the greater part of the eighteenth century

the Dutch were practically supreme in the Malay seas. The
bulk of the trade of Java, Sumatra, the Moluccas, the

Celebes, Banda, and other islands was in their hands. In

the Malay Peninsula they not only held Malacca but had at

various times factories in Perak, in Selangor, on Junk Ceylon,

on the Pangkor or Dinding islands, and in Ligor, while

others were established in Siam, in Burma, and in Tonkin, as

well as in the island of Borneo. Their exploring expedi-

tions passed on to New Guinea and to the Australasian seas,

giving Dutch names to the great lands of the Southern

ocean, and their trade extended to China and Japan.

In the pursuit of their great object of monopolizing the The

trade of the Archipelago, the Dutch had not only to expel
Ln hsh '
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SECTION the Portuguese but to exclude the competition of the

English, who also made their way to the East about the end

of the sixteenth century.

Drake. The first Englishman to sail through the Malay seas

was Sir Francis Drake, who in 1579-80 touched at the

Moluccas ' and at Java on his famous voyage round the

world; in 1586 Sir Thomas Cavendish undertook a similar

voyage and landed in Java on his way home. In 1591 the

first English voyage made with the definite intention of

opening trade 2 with the Malay islands left England under

Lancaster, the command of George Raymond and James Lancaster.

In the course of the voyage Lancaster touched at Sumatra,

Junk Ceylon, and Pulau Sembilan, off the mouth of the

Perak river, and stayed for some months at Penang (1592)
His expedition met at first with some success and, though
it ended in disaster and Lancaster eventually made his way
home without his ships, the information which he brought

back, supplemented by the reports of Dr. Thome, whose

long residence at Seville had given him an extensive know-

ledge of Spanish and Portuguese trade, and of Ralph Fitch,

who had travelled widely in the East, showed the English

merchants the great profits which might be made in the

Eastern trade. The impulse towards the East was strength-

ened by the fortunate capture by an English privateer of the

Capture of Portuguese carrack ' Madre de Dios
',

on her way home

.' from Goa(i592). The vessel had on board a rich cargo

of the spices and other products of the East, and more

valuable than all her cargo a ' Notable Register or Matri-

cola of the whole Government and Trade of the Portuguese
in the East Indies

',
which revealed to the captors some of

1 He obtained from the King of Ternate a promise
' to sequester the

commodities and traffique of his whole iland from others and reserve it

to the intercourse of our nation '. The promise was not kept.
2 Lancaster's methods of trade were thoroughly Elizabethan. Need-

ing a cargo of pepper, he took one the property of Portuguese Jesuits
out of a Peguan vessel which he met off the Perak coast.
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the most carefully guarded secrets of Portugal. On this CHAPTER

Register the memorial to Queen Elizabeth of the founders

of the East India Company was mainly based.

The immediate occasion of the foundation of the Company The

was the fact that in 1599 the Dutch raised the price of

pepper from three shillings to six or eight shillings a pound. Company.

In consequence of this, certain London merchants formed

an association for the purpose of developing a systematic

trade direct with the East Indies, and on December 31,

1600, a charter was granted to this association under the

style of ' The London East India Company '.
l

The first expedition organized by the new company left

England in 1601 under Lancaster's command. The expe-

dition touched first at Achin, where Lancaster entered into a

treaty of commerce with the Sultan, and then went on to

Bantam in Java, where was founded the first English factory

in the Malay seas. Relations were also established with the

native princes of the Moluccas. In 1604 another expedition

under Sir Henry Middleton pushed on to the Banda islands

and Amboyna, and in 1 6 1 1 or 1612 Captain Hippon visited

the Malay Peninsula and established an agency at Petani on

its Eastern side. A number of other factories were founded

in the Archipelago during the early years of the seventeenth

century, and the rapid extension of English commerce quickly

excited the jealousy of the Dutch, who were endeavouring to

secure the monopoly of trade by offering the natives pro-

tection against other Europeans in return for exclusive trading

privileges. The conflict of interests led to constant quarrels,

1 The new or English East India Company was incorporated in 1698.
In 1709, after several years of negotiation, it was definitely amalgamated
with the older London Company under the name of ' The United Com-

pany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies '. It should

be noted that at first the main object of the Company was to obtain

the trade of the Archipelago, not that of India, and Bantam in Java was
for many years the Company's principal post in the East. The first

English 'trader to touch at an Indian port was Captain Hawkins who,
on the Company's third voyage in 1607, visited Surat, where the first

English factory in India was founded five years later.
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SECTION
V.

Dissen-
sions

between the

Dutch and
English.

The

Amboyna
massacre.

The

English
in Java.

and the English traders complained bitterly of the outrages

of the Dutch, who were the stronger party and who did

not stick at trifles to rid themselves of inconvenient com-

petition. It was not long before open hostilities ensued,

which the treaty of 1619, conceding the right of the English

to a share in the trade, did not succeed in composing. In

January, 1619, the English assisted the Javanese to besiege

the Dutch fort at Jakatra : in the same year four English

ships were sunk or captured off Tiku in Sumatra, and Captain

John Jourdain, the first President of the London Company's

settlements, was killed in an encounter with the Dutch in the

Roads of Petani. In the following year, the treaty notwith-

standing, the English were driven from the islands of Puloroon,

Rosengyn and Lantore in the Banda group, which had been

ceded to them by the natives, and in 1623 occurred the

so-called
' Massacre of Amboyna ',

when ten English traders

and a like number of Asiatics were murdered by judicial

process on a charge of conspiring to seize the Dutch fort,

garrisoned by two or three hundred men.

This measure had the desired effect of putting an end to all

English competition in the Eastern part of the Archipelago.

After many years of diplomatic delays Puloroon was nomi-

nally restored to the English in 1654, all the spice-trees

having first been cut down, but the Dutch succeeded in

preventing the reoccupation of the island until 1663. In

the following year they again seized it, and it was finally

ceded to them by the Treaty of Breda in 1667. Except for

a brief occupation during .the French wars England never

again interfered in the affairs of the '

Spice and Nutixieg

islands.*

In Java the English retained their position for some time

longer. In 1619 the Company's servants at Bantam with-

drew to India; but, returning to Java a little later, they

established a factory at Batavia, and in 1629 the post at

Bantam was reoccupied. In 1634-5 it again became for a
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short time the headquarters of the Company's administration CHAPTER

in the East. It was, however, evident that the Dutch were

too strong in Java for it to be possible for English trade to

succeed against their opposition, and when in 1682 Bantam

was captured by the Dutch, the English gave up the struggle.

Within two years from that date they had practically with-

drawn from the island, though the factory at Bantam was

not formally abolished until 1817. IniSn a British force

captured Java, and it was held as a British possession until

I8I6 1

but, except for that interval, the Dutch have been

left to consolidate their rule in the island, which has been

reputed the richest in the world, without interference by other

European nations.

In spite of their abandonment of Java, and of the fact that

their energies were being more and more absorbed by affairs

in India, the English did not give up all hope of sharing in

the trade of the Archipelago. The several attempts, which

were made during the last years of the seventeenth and in

the eighteenth century to establish a trade in pepper with

Borneo 2 met with small success, but settlements in Sumatra The

were more fortunate. Lancaster's treaty with Achin has

already been mentioned, and most of the earlier expeditions

sent out by the Company appear to have traded with that

State. In 1614 the Sultan gave permission for the erection

of a factory at Tiku on the West coast, and about the same

date others were founded at Achin, Priaman, Jambi, and

other points on the coast, most of which, however, appear

to have been abandoned in a few years, owing mainly to the

opposition of the Dutch. In 1684-5, immediately after the

withdrawal from Java, a more permanent settlement was

1 The Dutch possessions in the Archipelago were restored in virtue of

the Treaty of 1814. By the same treaty Banca Island off the South-East

coast of Sumatra, which had been ceded by the Sultan of Palembang,
was given to the Dutch in exchange for their settlements on the Malabar

coast.
8 See below, p. 242.
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SECTION effected, and Fort York was built near Bencoolen towards

the South-West of the island. All the factories established

from time to time in Sumatra were made subject to this

settlement, the name of which was changed in 1714 to Fort

Marlborough, and it remained the chief English post in the

Archipelago down to the beginning of the nineteenth century,

forming from 1763 to 1800 a separate Presidency. In 1760
it was captured and burnt by the French \ but it was soon

re-established, and continued in British hands until by the

Treaty of Treaty of 1824 the English possessions in Sumatra were

surrendered to the Dutch in exchange for Malacca.

By this treaty the Dutch withdrew from the Peninsula

and the English from the islands 2
, and, except for the British

settlements in Borneo, the state of affairs thus established

has lasted until the present day, the Dutch gradually ex-

tending their supremacy over the native rulers in the

Archipelago and the British over those in the Peninsula.

The The history of the British colonies in the Malay Peninsula

fh^Mala
1 be ins at a much later date than that of the island settle-

Peninsula, ments. Captain Hippon, as has been mentioned, founded a

factory in Petani in the early years of the seventeenth

century, and in 1669 a small agency was placed in Kedah,
but neither of these undertakings seems to have prospered,

and it was not until 1786 that the English really established

themselves in the Peninsula. In that year, after an un-

successful attempt had been made to arrange for a settlement

in Achin, Captain Light, acting on behalf of the East India

Cession of Company, obtained from the Sultan of Kedah a grant of the
6 '

island of Penang in return for an annuity of $6,000.
3 -The

1
It is stated that in 1719 the settlers were temporarily driven out by

the natives, but there seems to be some doubt as to the facts. See

Danvers, Report on the Records of the India Office, p. 70.
3 For many years by virtue of the Treaty of 1819 (see below, p. 194)

Great Britain continued to claim certain rights in Achin. These claims
were abandoned by the Hague Convention of 1871, ratified in the

following year. Cf. Introduction, p. 5.
3 Previous to the foundation of Penang the Sultan of Trengganu on the
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island was occupied in the same year on the i2th of August, CHAPTER

the birthday of George, Prince of Wales, from which cir-

cumstance the settlement acquired the name, now practically

obsolete, of Prince of Wales' Island. In 1796 it was made

the penal settlement for the Presidency of Bengal. In 1800

a strip of territory on the opposite mainland, comprising the

greater part of the present Province Wellesley, was acquired

from Kedah with a view to extirpating the pirates who

infested the coast and obtaining command of both sides of

the harbour. In return for this cession the annuity paid to

the Sultan was raised to ten thousand dollars, an amount

which is still paid yearly to his descendants. In 1805

Penang was considered of sufficient importance to be con-

stituted a separate Presidency.
1

Meanwhile, Malacca had Capture

been taken from the Dutch (1795), and after being restored

to them in 1818, was finally ceded to Great Britain, as

already stated, in i824.
2

By that time it had completely lost

its old importance, having been outstripped by Penang, just

as Penang in its turn has been outstripped by the newer

settlement of Singapore a possession which Great Britain

owes to the foresight of Sir Stamford Raffles. Raffles, who had Sir

been Lieutenant-Governor of Java during nearly the whole of^2
the British occupation, had long advocated the acquisition by
Great Britain of posts on the Straits of Malacca in order to

counteract the influence of the Dutch, who, in consequence

of their stations at Malacca and in Java and Sumatra, were in

a position to command the routes followed by British ships

trading with China. At the end of the year 1818 he received

instructions from the Marquess of Hastings, Viceroy of

East coast had invited the Company to establuh a settlement in his

State but the offer was not accepted.
1

It was reduced again to the rank of a Residency in 1829.
8 The Dutch appear never to have fully established their sovereignty

in the interior districts of what is now the Settlement of Malacca, and in

1831 and 183 2 two small expeditions (known as 'the Naning war') were

needed to enforce the British claims. As a result the boundaries were
fixed where they are at present by the Naning Treaty,of 1833. , .....

VOL. I.
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SECTION India, to strengthen the British position by entering into

V' closer relations with Achin and by forming, if possible, a

settlement on the island of Rhio. On his arrival at Penang
he found that the Dutch had already obtained possession of

Rhio, and, accordingly, after considering the comparative

merits of the Carimon Islands and Singapore, he decided on

Fcwnda- a settlement in the latter place. Early in 1819 the Sultan

Singapore
anc^ tne hereditary Temenggong of Johore

l entered into an

agreement with Raffles to allow a British settlement on the

island
;
later in the same year jurisdiction over part of it was

granted.

Raffles completed his mission by concluding an agreement

with the Sultan of Achin which provided that the British

should be allowed free intercourse with his State, that, if

desired, an agent of the East India Company should be

allowed to reside at his court, and that no subjects of other

European Powers should be permitted to settle in his

dominions, but in consequence of the negotiations with the

Dutch, which resulted in the Treaty of 1824, no advantage

was taken of this agreement.

Singapore was finally ceded to Great Britain in 1824, and

by the treaty of that year the Dutch withdrew their opposi-

tion to the occupation, which they had based on the ground
that the island was a dependency of Rhio.

For the first four years after the occupation, Singapore

was a dependency of Bencoolen, but in 182$ it was made a

separate Residency under the Government of Bengal. Three

years later it was united with Penang and Malacca under

one government, the seat of which was at Penang.

1 At the beginning of the nineteenth century the seat of the Sultanate

of Johore had been removed to the Lingga and Rhio Islands and the

great nobles, such as the Temenggong in Singapore and the Bendahara
in Pahang had become practically independent. (As to the meaning of

these Malay titles see below, p. 258.) The Sultan who was a party to

the agreement with Raffles was one of two rival claimants, one of whom
was supported by the Viceroy of Rhio, the other by the Temenggong
and the Bendahara,
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The new settlement gradually increased in importance
1
, CHAPTER

owing both to the natural advantages of its position and to the

fact that it was from the beginning a free port, while Penang
was not, and in 1837 it became the centre of the adminis-

tration. Thirty years later the Straits Settlements were The colony

separated from India, and became a Crown colony. strait
Since that date the area of the colony has been increased Settk-

by the cession by Perak, under the Pangkor Treaty of 1874,
ments>

of the Binding and Pangkor Islands, just North of the mouth

of the Perak River, and of a small strip of the opposite main-

land. This locality had long been a favourite haunt of

pirates, and with a view to their suppression the islands had

been ceded to Great Britain as early as 1826, but no steps

had been taken to occupy them. The Pangkor Treaty also

added a small strip of Perak territory to Province Wellesley.

The only subsequent alterations in the boundaries of the

colony have been those caused by the annexation of Christmas

Island and the Cocos-Keeling Islands in 1900 and 1903.

The establishment of British settlements on the outskirts The Native

of the Peninsula naturally entailed a certain amount of inter-

course with the adjoining Malay States, and a few years sula.

after the creation of the new colony British influence began
to make itself more directly felt. In 1874, in consequence
of the interference with the trade of Penang caused by

internal disturbances in Perak, and the resulting increase of

piracy along the coast, Sir Andrew Clarke, Governor of the

1 At the time of the cession Singapore was a place of very small

importance but it lays claim to a great past. It is said to have been

settled about 1160 A. D. by Javanese or Sumatran Malays. The name,
Singapore or Sinhapura, is apparently of Sanskrit origin meaning

' the

Lion City* (cp. Sinhala, p. 95), and commemorates the Hindu influence

formerly supreme in Java. The descendants of the original settlers are

said to have been expelled by Javanese in 1252 and to have withdrawn
northwards and founded Malacca. Singapore has been identified with

Marco Polo's *
fine and noble city of Malaiur ', and De Barros in the

fourteenth century refers to it as ' the celebrated city of Cingapura, to

which resorted all the navigators of the Western seas of India, and of the

Eastern of Siam, China, Champa and Camboja, as well as of the

thousands of islands to the Eastward.'

2
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SECTION Straits Settlements, intervened and induced the Sultan by
v*

the Treaty of Pangkor, already mentioned, to agree to the

appointment of a British Resident to assist him in the

administration of his State. In the same year similar

arrangements were made with the rulers of Selangor and

Sungei Ujong, and in the next few years the same system

was introduced into the small States, which, with Sungei

Ujong, now form the Confederacy of the Negri Sembilan.

In 1888 a Resident was appointed in Pahang.
Three years earlier a treaty with Johore had placed the

foreign relations of that State under the control of Great

Britain, provision being also made for the appointment, if

thought desirable, of a British Agent at the Sultan's court.
1

In 1895 a further step was taken by the union of the

States of Perak, Selangor, Negri Sembilan and Pahang in a

Th*
federation, known as the Federated Malay States, to be

Malay administered under the advice of the British Government, a
States. Resident General being appointed to supervise the Residents

in the four separate States.

British influence is therefore now firmly established in the

Southern half of the Peninsula, the Northern part, up to the

borders of Siam, being divided into a number of separate

States under native rulers, who acknowledge to a greater or

less extent the supremacy of the Government at Bangkok.

BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS.

The early history of European intercourse with the Malay Indies may be

gathered from numerous volumes of the Hakluyt Society's publications.

Among other works may be mentioned the Report on the Old Records

of the India Office by SIR GEORGE BIRDWOOD (1891 reprint).

Report on the Records of the India Office (1888) and Report on the

Portuguese Records relating to the East Indies (1892) by F. C.
DANVERS. Further India by H. CLIFFORD (1904), and SIR W. W.
HUNTER'S History of British India (1899-1900). For an account
of the founding of Singapore see Sir Stamford Raffles by H. E.
EGERTON in ' Rulers of Greater Britain

'

series.

1 No such appointment has yet been made.
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SECTION V

CHAPTER II

THE STBAITS SETTLEMENTS

THE Straits Settlements are ruled under the ordinary form CHAPTER

of Crown colony government ;
the constitution consisting of

a Governor, an Executive Council of nine officials including ^7Trf
the Governor, and a Legislative Council. The last consists of adminis-

the Executive Council with the addition of seven nominated
tratwn -

unofficial members. The latter are chiefly British merchants

or professional men, living at Singapore or Penang, two of

them representing the Chambers of Commerce of Singapore
and Penang respectively : there is one Chinese member, but

no representative of the Malays.

The legal system of the Straits Settlements is somewhat Law and

complex. The original foundation was certain English
Justue-

statutes. On these were grafted acts of the East India

Company and Government, until the Indian dependency
became in 1867 a Crown colony. Since that date the old

laws have been amended and added to by the passing of

local ordinances.

The laws were, under the Indian Government, administered

by a Recorder and Magistrates ; now, the lower Courts are

presided over by Magistrates, selected from the colony's

trained civil servants, while a Chief Justice and three Puisne

Judges constitute the Supreme Court.

Like Ceylon, Hong Kong, and the Federated Malay States, Civil

the Straits Settlements have the advantage of a regular
Servtcf-

Civil Service recruited by a competitive examination held in

England in combination with the examination for the Indian

Civil Service. The main offices of government are at Singa-
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SECTION pore, but Penang and Malacca are each presided over by a
v *

Resident Councillor who is at the head of a considerable staff

of civil officers.

Munid- The towns of Singapore, Penang, and Malacca have each

pahties. a mum-

cjpai board for the management of purely local

matters.

Area of The total area of the Straits Settlements (excluding the

the Settle-
Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Islands) is 1,542 square miles,

i. e. it is rather larger than the county of Somerset. The

areas of the separate divisions are as follows :

Singapore and islets . . 223 square miles

Malacca .... 659

Bindings . .265
Penang . . 107

Province Wellesley . . 288

Singapore. The island of Singapore lies at the extreme end of the

Malay Peninsula. The strait, which divides it from the

territory of Johore at the Southern end of that Peninsula,

is no more than three-quarters of a mile wide, and in old

days was believed to be the only navigable channel in and

out of the Eastern end of the Straits of Malacca.

In shape and in its position with regard to the mainland

Singapore may roughly be compared to the Isle of Wight,

but it is more than half as large again. The island is some

27 miles long by 14 wide. Away from the town it consists

chiefly of stretches of undulating land, studded with numerous

low hills, of which the highest is not much more than 500
feet above sea level, and containing a large number of planta-

tions of pine-apples, while small areas are devoted to the

cultivation of rubber, coco-nuts, and minor products such as

indigo, pepper, and citronella grass. The town of Singapore

is built on the South shore of the island. The harbour, one

of the greatest trading centres in the world, consists of two

parts, the new and the old harbour. The new harbour, which

is first reached on coming from Europe, is a narrow channel
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of some 2^ miles in length, lying between Singapore on the CHAPTER

North and two little islands on the South. It is thus sheltered

and safe
;

it has deep water, and is lined on the Singapore

shore by extensive wharves, where steamers of all sizes can take

supplies of coal. The Eastern end of the new harbour opens

into the old harbour or Singapore Roads. They have 5 miles

of sea-frontage, are safe in practically all weathers, and are

free of rocks, though only vessels of light draught can anchor

near the shore.

The greater part of the docks were acquired by the

Colonial Government in 1905 by the expropriation of the

previous owners, the Tanjong Pagar Dock Company, and

extensive schemes of harbour improvement are now about

to be undertaken. A railway about fourteen miles in length

runs from Kranji on the strait opposite Johore to the centre

of the town and is being extended to the docks. When
the works now in progress are completed the line will be

connected by means of a train or waggon ferry with Johore-

Bahru and thence, by the railway at present under construc-

tion through Johore, with the main line which runs roughly

North and South through the Malay Peninsula from a point

on the mainland opposite Penang.

About no miles to the North-West of Singapore along Malacca.

the coast of the Peninsula is the Settlement of Malacca, said

to be called after a native tree of the same name (Malaka *.)

This settlement consists of a strip of mainland about 42 miles

in length by 8 to 25 in breadth. About the middle of its

coastline on the Malacca River is the old town, which three

centuries ago was the great emporium of the Eastern archi-

pelago. Singapore embodies all the life and prosperity of s
modern English trade and colonization, but Malacca, which

has long been left behind by the newer settlements, is mainly

interesting for its memorials of past greatness. The ruins of

1 See Col. Yule's Glossary.
'

Malay
' and ' Malacca

'

may possibly

be connected with each other.
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SECTION the old Portuguese cathedral, and the Stadt house, in former
V *

times the residence of the Dutch Governors, recall the

European nations which once were all powerful in the Malay
seas ;

while the scarcity of shipping in the harbour gives an

impression of somnolence and decay.

Away from the town the country is hilly for the most part,

the highest point rising to over 1,800 feet. It is still, to a

large extent, covered with jungle. Where it has been cleared,

the soil has been in great measure devoted to and im-

poverished by tapioca plantations : but the main products of

the territory are rice and fruits, and it is on their cultivation

that the considerable native population of Malacca is chiefly

employed.

Recently, plantations of Para rubber have been started, and

give promise of success, and a small tea estate is said to

produce tea of good quality. Several tin mines of small

extent are worked by Chinese.

Owing to the shallowness of the harbour and to the more

favourable situation of Singapore and Penang, it is not

probable that Malacca will ever recover any appreciable part

of its former greatness; but the railway (recently built by
the Colonial Government, and sold in 1905 to the Govern-

ment of the Federated Malay States), which runs to Tampin
on the Negri Sembilan border, and thus connects the town

with the railway system of the Peninsula, may, it is hoped,

bring to the Settlement some part of the trade of the

Federated States, and thus induce a moderate degree of

prosperity.

Penang is 240 miles to the North-West of Malacca.

Between these two settlements are the Bindings, to the North

of the Perak River and some 80 miles South of Penang.

They consist of a strip of mainland about 20 miles long and

10 broad, running North and South of the Dinding River,

and the Dinding and Pangkor Islands, of which the latter

were in old days occupied for a while by the Dutch. The

The Din-

dings.
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Bindings were, as already stated, taken over from Perak in CHAPTER

1874 in accordance with the intentions of a previous treaty

of I826. 1

The territory is mostly covered with jungle, and fever is

more prevalent there than in the rest of the colony. It has

never been of any appreciable commercial value, though tin

has been found there and timber of good quality has been

supplied to Penang. The Binding estuary, however, is said

to be the best natural harbour on the Western side of the

Peninsula, and if in the future it should be connected with

the railway system of the Federated Malay States, this part

of the colony may perhaps rise to importance.

For administrative purposes the Bindings form part of the

Settlement of Penang.

The island of Penang, which is said to take its name from Fenang.

the betel-nut
2
,
is about 15 miles long by 9 broad. It is more

than one-third smaller than the Isle of Wight. It is divided

from the mainland by a channel from two to five miles wide,

which forms a fine harbour, and on the Northern end of

which stands the town of Penang, properly called Georgetown.

The hills in the interior of the island run up to 2,700 feet.

In old days they were resorted to from India as a sanatorium,

and they are still used for that purpose by the inhabitants of

the Straits Settlements.

Penang is a busy commercial place with a large trade, but

the wharves and docks which line the shores at Singapore are

wanting here, the only dock near at hand being at Prai in

Province Wellesley. The harbour has recently been im-

proved by the erection of an iron steamer-pier.

Considerable quantities of coco-nuts are grown along the

sea, and other products, of which ihe most important is padi,

are also cultivated.

1 See above, p. 195.
3 Buah Pinang is the Malay name for the areca or betel-nut, which

the island was supposed to resemble in shape.
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V,

Province

Wellesley.

Popula-
tion.

Chinese
and
Indians.

Province Wellesley fronts Penang on the mainland, and

stretches for about 45 miles along the coast, its average

width being from eight to ten miles. It contains rich alluvial

soil, and grows large quantities of rice and sugar, while con-

siderable areas are devoted to plantations of tapioca, coco-

nuts, and rubber. Both in Province Wellesley and Penang
a large amount of granite is quarried.

A railway, part of the trunk line of the Peninsula, con-

structed and owned by the Government of the Federated

Malay States, runs through Province Wellesley from the

Perak border on the South to Prai on the coast opposite

Penang, with which it is connected by a steam-ferry.

The population of the Straits Settlements at the last

census that of 1901 amounted to 572,249.*

Comparing the Settlements,

Singapore had a population of . . 228,555

Penang 128,830

Province Wellesley .- 115,264

Malacca 95,4^7

The Bindings . . . . . 4,113

Throughout the colony the Europeans numbered in all

5,058, and the Eurasians (mainly of Portuguese extraction)

9,663, while the Malays and Chinese numbered respectively

215,058 and 281,933, and the natives of India 57,150,

principally Tamils.

In Singapore the Chinese outnumbered the Malays, while

in the other Settlements the reverse was the case.

More energetic, more industrious, and more difficult to

govern than the Malays, the Chinese are constantly in-

creasing in numbers in .the colony and the neighbouring
Stales. The Malay Peninsula, as has already been suggested,

is the dividing line between the Indian and Chinese seas,

and the Indian and Chinese races; consequently in the

1
Including the garrison of some 1,200 men and the floating

population of the harbours.
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Straits Settlements Indians and Chinese are found meeting CHAPTER

on Malayan ground.
1 The Chinese, however, have im-

migrated in far greater numbers than the Indians, and are

a stronger and more important element in the population.

As traders and workmen they are everywhere to the fore,

and the colony owes much to their industry, but at the same

time they cause a large amount of public expenditure in the

matter of police, Protectors of Chinese, and other officials

who are required to keep order among them, to counteract

the efforts of their secret societies,
2 and to safeguard the

freedom of women and children.

There is as strange a medley of religions in the Straits Religion,

Settlements as of races. Mohammedanism, Buddhism,
Brahminism are professed respectively by the Malays, the

Chinese, and certain classes of the Indians. Of the Chris-

tian creeds Roman Catholicism has the largest number of

adherents, especially among the residents of Portuguese
descent. In the Malay Peninsula, as elsewhere, the Roman
Catholic missionaries in past days stood in front of their

Protestant rivals in power of and possibly in zeal for con-

version; and the religious work done by Xavier and his

followers lasted, while the political and administrative system

of Portugal crumbled away. The Church of England is the

only religious body which is subsidized by the Government,

and a moderate sum is voted on the annual estimates for its

support at each of the three Settlements of Singapore,

Penang, and Malacca.

1
By far the greater proportion both of the Chinese and Indian

inhabitants are immigrants. There is, however, a large and growing
element of both races which has been born in the colony. In 1901 the

Straits-born Chinese numbered over 44,000 as against about 35,000 in

1891. The number of Straits-born Indians was not ascertained, but it is

known to be steadily increasing.
9 These societies have occasionally been the source of much trouble in

colonies where there is a Chinese population. They were, in their

origin, purely political, representing national discontent against the

Manchu government of China. The members of each society are bound

together by a kind of freemasonry ;
and some of the societies possess

a strong organization and considerable funds.
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SECTION The standard coin of the Straits Settlements is a silver

dollar divided into 100 cents. Up to 1903 the dollars in

use were tne British an^ Mexican, current in China and

elsewhere in the East, but in that year, with a view to

eventually fixing the rate of exchange, a special Straits

Settlements dollar was introduced.
1

It has now been adopted

in the Federated Malay States and Johore, as well as in

Labuan and the British protectorates in Borneo.2

In 1868, the first year of the Crown colony's existence,

the revenue amounted to about $1,300,000. In the next

twenty years it rose to nearly $4,000,000, and in 1904
it amounted to nearly $10,750,000, the expenditure being

rather over that sum.3 The greater part of the revenue

is derived from the opium farm,
4 which in 1904 pro-

duced $6,337,000, so that the Chinese are the largest

contributors to the colony's exchequer. The next most

important sources of revenue in 1904 were the spirit farm

($1,200,000), posts and telegraphs ($508,216), stamps

($447,718), and land revenue ($372,847).

There is no revenue from customs as all the ports of the

colony are free.

A great part of the expenditure has in recent years been

devoted to public works, such as the Singapore and Malacca

railways. The colony contributes 20 per cent, of its revenue,

after making certain deductions, to the cost of the Imperial

garrison.
5

1
Early in 1906 the rate of exchange was fixed at is. qd.

8 The coinage of the Straits Settlements also circulates largely in the

tobacco-planting districts of Sumatra, and in the Siamese Malay Straits.
8 In comparing the various figures given in this and the following

chapters, it should be remembered that the exchange value of the
dollar has fallen greatly in recent years. In 1904 it was only about half
as much as in 1868.

* The opium and spirit farmers have the monopoly of importing
opium for sale in the colony and of levying the duties prescribed by law
on all liquors imported.

8 Similar contributions are paid by Hong Kong, Ceylon, and
Mauritius, though the percentage in the two latter cases is smaller.
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The Straits Settlements have become prosperous rather CHAPTER

by importing, selling, and exporting what has been produced

elsewhere, than through any agricultural or mineral treasures
Trade, &c.

at home. Gambier, pepper and other spices, sago, tapioca,

rice, sugar, gutta-percha, rubber, indigo, coco-nuts, fruits*

and timber trees of various kinds, are raised within the

limits of the colony ; but the produce of Malayan soil, tin,

rattans, gutta-percha, rubber, coffee, gums, &c., which is

shipped from the ports of Singapore and Penang, comes

mainly from the Native States of the Peninsula and from

the islands of the Archipelago.

The works of the Straits Trading Company on Pulau

Brani, one of the islets adjacent to Singapore, smelt some

70 per cent, of the world's supply of tin, but, with this

exception, the industries of the colony are of little import-

ance.1
It owes its prosperity to the favourable position of

its ports, which stand where the trade routes to India and

Europe converge from China, Australia, and the Malay

Archipelago.
2 The ships which frequented its harbours in

1904, exclusive of native craft, had a total tonnage of over

i8J millions, and the imports and exports were valued

respectively at 8325,868,023 and $255,438,661, exclusive of

the inter-settlement trade.

The greater part of the schools in the colony are Education.

vernacular schools for Malays, under the direct control of

the Government : they numbered 173 in 1904. In Malacca

and Province Wellesley attendance at these schools is com-

pulsory. Other schools, both Government and Grant-aided,

provide instruction in English, and there are also vernacular

schools for Chinese and Tamil children. Higher education

is provided for by the Raffles Institution at Singapore, recently

1 Next to tin-smelting the principal industry of Singapore is canning

pineapples.
a
Singapore is about 1,600 milesfrom Colombo, rather more than 1,600

from Calcutta, over 1,400 from Hong Kong, about 700 from Labuan,

500 from Batavia and about 1,900 from Port Darwin in Australia* ,;
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SECTION taken over by the Government, the Free School at Penang, the

v -

High School at Malacca, and by the schools of the American

Mission at Singapore and of the Christian Brothers at Singa-

pore and Penang. The Government gives yearly two scholar-

ships, which enable the holders to complete their education

at an English University. A Medical School has recently

been established at Singapore, and scientific and commercial

instruction is given at the Raffles Institution. There are

training classes at Singapore for teachers in English schools,

and a training college for Malay teachers has been estab-

lished at Malacca.

Climate Situated as the Straits Settlements are in the very heart of

"fall

Ram~

t^ie tr pics (f r Singapore is between i and 2 degrees, and

Penang between 5 and 6 degrees, to the North of the

Equator,) their climate is yet not as hot as that of many
other tropical countries

;
and it is only oppressive or in-

jurious to European constitutions on account of the dampness
of the atmosphere and the want of change in temperature

throughout the year. The thermometer varies little from

one day to another during the twelve months x
,
and the sole

changes are those caused by the monsoon winds, the South-

West monsoon prevailing from May to September, the

North-East from October to April. The latter months are

also marked by occasional squalls of wind and rain, called

Sumatras because of the direction from which they come,
but cyclones and other similar atmospheric disturbances are

unknown within the limits of the colony. The rainfall varies

very much in the different Settlements, and from year to

year. At Singapore it averages about 85 inches a year, in

Malacca about 90, and in Penang about 120.
r

*--f1

The death-rate of the colony in 1904 was 39 per mille.

It has had the good fortune, up to the present time, to

1 In 1904 the range of temperature was in Singapore from 86-7 to

72-8, in Penang from 89-3 to 93.9, in Province Wellesley from 91.6
to 73.2, and in Malacca from 89.5 to 70-5.
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escape practically untouched by the bubonic plague, which is CHAPTER

so terrible a scourge in India and Hong Kong. The most

prevalent disease among Asiatics in the colony, as in the

Federated Malay States, is the wasting sickness known as

'
beri-beri ', the origin of which is still obscure.

As the Straits Settlements were originally an appendage of General

India, so the combination of a Crown colony with native
ummary\

principalities, nominally independent but really under the

protection and control of the English Government, reproduces

on a small scale the system which is carried out in India
;

and this combination gives a special interest to the Straits

Settlements, as compared with most other colonies.

They hold in the British Empire a position half-way

between those colonies which are directly valuable on account

of their territory and resources, and those which are valuable

more indirectly as stepping-stones from one part of the world

to another, as military or naval stations, as ports of call, or

as emporia of trade. It is true that Singapore and Penang

have but small area and resources, and that the wealth of

Malacca and Province Wellesley is slight ;
but the Native

States, described in the following chapter, are so completely

under British influence, and the outlet of their trade is so

entirely through the ports of Singapore and Penang, that it

is impossible to leave them out of sight in taking a general

view of the colony.

Even, however, if the interior of the Peninsula had been

barren and worthless instead of teeming with mineral wealth,

the position of Singapore and Penang must still have made the

colony one of the most valuable of the dependencies of the

British Crown both as a trading centre and as a naval base.

As already mentioned, the colony of the Straits Settle-

ments includes not only the British possessions in the Malay

Peninsula, but also two other dependencies lying far out in

the Indian Ocean the Cocos-Keeling group and Christmas

Island.
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History.

THE COCOS-KEELING ISLANDS

SECTION The Cocos or Cocos-Keeling islands, called after Captain
v-

Keeling
1
,
who is said to have discovered them on his way

from the Moluccas in 1609, are a coral group lying more

than 700 miles to the South-West of Java, and on the

direct route from Ceylon to Australia.

A Scotchman, Captain J. Clunies Ross, landed on their

shores in 1825, and returned with his family and a few

other companions in 1827. He found that an Englishman,

Alexander Hare, formerly Commissioner at Banjarmasin in

Borneo, had in the meantime come over from Bencoolen in

Sumatra with a Malay following and settled in the islands

which were previously uninhabited. Most of Hare's party,

however, joined the later colony, and after a while Hare

withdrew to Singapore, leaving Ross in undisputed possession

of the group. The Ross family has remained there ever

since, its members intermarrying with the Cocos-born Malays.

The present proprietor, Mr. George Clunies Ross, is the

grandson of the first colonist. Darwin visited the islands in

1836, and has left an account of them in the Voyage of the

Beagle and Coral Reefs. The Ross family appear at first

to have flown the Dutch flag on their trading schooners, but

it was never hoisted in the islands, which remained unclaimed

by any of the great Powers until 1857, when Captain

Fremantle, in the Juno, took possession of them on

behalf of the British Government, recognizing the father of

the present owner as Superintendent. In 1878 Letters

Patent were issued appointing the Governor of Ceylon to be

Governor of the Cocos-Keeling islands, and in 1886 the

Governor of the Straits Settlements was substituted in his

place. In 1902 the establishment on Direction Island, in

Captain William Keeling was in command on the third voyage
organized by the then newly established English East India Company,
in the years 1606-9. There is an inscription to him in Carisbrooke

Church, Isle of Wight. ;t
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the North-Eastern part of the group, of a station on the CHAPTER

Cape-Australia cable route, led to a further change. Legal
difficulties arose in connexion with the trial of one of the

Telegraph Company's coolies for murder, and, as a con-

sequence, it was found necessary to annex the islands to the

Straits Settlements, the laws of the colony, with a few

exceptions, being applied to the islands.

Practically, however, the change has made no difference.

The head of the Ross family has the powers of a magistrate,

and acts as the local representative of the Government of the

Straits Settlements, and the actual interference of the Colonial

Government is confined to the dispatch of an officer to visit

and inspect the islands once a year.

With the exception of the North Keeling island, which Descrip-

lies some fifteen miles to the Northward of the rest, all the
tton '

islands, which are over twenty in number, lie close together

in a horse-shoe shaped ring or atoll. They vary greatly in

size, some being from one to seven miles in length, while

others are mere mounds of sand. They are all thickly

covered with coco-nut palms. The inhabitants live mostly

on Settlement or New Selima island in the North-Eastern

part of the atoll.

The climate is healthy, and the water-supply good, so that Climate,

there is little sickness among the inhabitants. The disease

most dreaded here, as in the Malay Peninsula, is beri-beri,

but very few cases have occurred in recent years. The only

serious inconvenience to which the inhabitants are exposed is .

that the islands lie in the region of cyclones, which have

more than once laid waste the settlement and destroyed

great numbers of the coco-nut trees.

The inhabitants are partly Cocos-born, partly Bantamese Inkabit-

engaged in Batavia. In June, 1904, the former numbered ants'

571 and the latter 67; the population also included two

Europeans
1

. In former years the labour market of the

1 The figures here given do not include the employes of the Telegraph

VOL. I. P
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SECTION Cocos islands, like those of much greater lands, was supplied

v - from criminal sources, convicts from Batavia being sent over

to work \ but this element of the population is happily now

extinct.

Trade, Vc. The chief occupations of the inhabitants are fishing,

gathering coco-nuts, and preparing copra, of which some

hundreds of tons are exported yearly. Copra forms at

present the only export, but deposits of phosphate, which

may prove to be of commercial value, have been found on the

North Keeling island. No attempt has yet been made to

work them Coco-nut oil was at one time manufactured and

exported, but this industry has now been abandoned. The

Cocos islanders have shown themselves to be skilled boat-

builders, various small schooners and boats used in the copra

trade having been constructed locally.

Pridham, writing in 1846'*, states that the trade of the

islands was at that time with Mauritius, which lies nearly

2,500 miles away, rather to the South of West, but their

products are now sent either to Batavia or direct to Europe.

Currency. The currency of the islands consists of sheepskin notes,

issued by Mr. Ross. The basis of the currency is the

Dutch guilder, the Cocos note being valued at five-sixths of

the Dutch coin.

Education. The education of the children is provided for by a small

school, taught by a Cocos islander who has been trained at

Singapore.

General. The islands have no great natural wealth, but their

resources suffice to maintain the little community which

appears to live in perfect contentment under the patriarchal

rule of the Ross family, crime being practically unknown.

They bring in no revenue to the colony of which they

nominally form part, but on the other hand they entail no

Company, who live on Direction Island and hold little or no intercourse
with the Cocos islanders. They number about 30, mostly Chinese.

1

Compare the case of Mauritius p. 133.
2
England's Colonial Empire, p. 300.
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expense beyond the cost of the annual visits of inspection, CHAPTER

and they are of some use to the Empire since, owing to their

position in the Indian Ocean, they afford a convenient

halting-place for the cable from the Cape of Good Hope to

Australia.

CHBISTMAS ISLAND

Christmas Island lies in the Eastern part of the Indian Situation.

Ocean, between 500 and 600 miles rather to the North of

East from the Cocos-Keeling islands, about 900 miles to the

North-West of Australia and 1 90 miles due South of Java.

Nothing is known of the circumstances or the date of the History.

discovery of the island nor of the origin of its name. It is

first shown in a Dutch map of 1666, in which it is called

Moni, and in later maps it appears sometimes under that

name and sometimes under that of Christmas Island. The
first recorded visit to the island was made by Dampier in

1688, his ship having been blown out of its course on the

way from New Holland to the Cocos Islands. Subsequently
other vessels touched at it, but for two centuries no serious

attempt was made to explore it, owing partly to the difficulty

of finding a suitable anchorage and partly to the steepness of

the cliffs by which it is surrounded, and to the thickness

of the vegetation. In 1886 it was visited by the surveying

vessel, Flying Fish, which succeeded in finding a good

anchorage on the north coast, at a point now called Flying

Fish Cove, and in the following year it was explored by a

party from H.M.S. Egeria who cut a way to the interior

of the island.

One of the results of this exploration was the discovery

of valuable specimens of phosphate of lime, and in con-

sequence it was decided to annex the island. The annexation

was proclaimed in 1888, and by Letters Patent issued in

January of the following year the Governor of the Straits

Settlements was made ex officio Governor of Christmas

P 2
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SECTION Island, with power to annex it to the Straits Settlements

when it was considered desirable.

Up till 1888 the island was uninhabited, but in November

of that year a small settlement was formed there by some

members of the Ross family from the Cocos-Keeling islands,

accompanied by a few Bantamese and Cocos-Keeling natives.

In 1891 a lease of the island was granted to Mr. George

Clunies Ross and Sir John Murray, who, in 1897 formed

a company to work the phosphate deposits, which proved to

be very extensive and of exceptional purity. The company
obtained a lease for ninety-nine years from the Government of

the Straits Settlements in return for the payment of a small

rent and a royalty on phosphates and timber exported. In

1900, principally in order to avoid legal difficulties in con-

nexion with the imprisonment of persons convicted of offences

committed on the island, it was annexed to the Straits

Settlements, the laws of that colony being applied to it with

a few exceptions.

Area, &c. The area of Christmas Island is about 43 square miles, which

is slightly less than that of Jersey. Its shape is roughly that

of a parallelogram with very deeply indented sides, its greatest

length being about twelve and its greatest width about nine

miles. It forms the summit of a submarine mountain over

15,000 feet high and rises to a height of about 1,000 feet

above sea-level.

Products, Christmas Island is densely wooded and contains some

valuable timber, including a variety of teak, but its chief

importance is derived from the deposits of phosphate, formed

by the action of guano on the limestone of which it is mainly

composed. In 1904 over seventy thousand tons of phosphate
were exported and the royalty paid to the Government of the

Straits Settlements amounted to nearly 5,000.
The island contains several varieties of birds and small

animals, not found elsewhere, including a large green fruit-

pigeon and two species of rats.
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The Straits Settlements Government is represented by a CHAPTER

District Officer, who performs the duties of a magistrate and

has charge of a small force of Sikh Police. The only other #
'

inhabitants, besides the District Officer and his staff, are the

employe's of the Christmas Island Phosphate Company.

The total population at the end of 1904 was 968, including

868 Chinese coolies.

Several serious outbreaks of beri-beri have occurred in the Health.

last few years, the Chinese coolies being the chief sufferers
;

otherwise there is very little sickness among the inhabitants.

The temperature is moderate, averaging about 83.

BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS RELATING TO THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.

In addition to the usual annual reports and other official publications,

may be mentioned the annual Straits and Singapore Directory, and

the Journals of the Straits Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society.

A Monograph of Christmas Island by C. W. ANDREWS (1900)
contains a very full account of that dependency.
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CHAPTER III

THE FEDEBATED MALAY STATES AND JOHOEE

SECTION A RANGE of mountains of granitic formation, rising in

places to a height of over 7,000 feet, runs through almost

the whole length of the Malay Peninsula. On either side,

sloping down to the sea, lies a belt of land, thickly covered

with tropical forest and watered by almost innumerable

streams, some of which are navigable for shallow-draught

steamers for more than fifty miles from their mouths. These

lands are divided into a number of separate States, the

Southernmost of which are, as has been seen, under the pro-

tection of Great Britain.

The Southern extremity of the Peninsula is occupied by
the State of Johore, to the North of which lie the four

Federated Malay States Pahang on the Eastern coast and

the Negri Sembilan, Selangor and Perak on the Western.

The Feder- The Federation, as already stated, dates from 1895, in

vear an agreement was entered into by the Governor

of the Straits Settlements, acting on behalf of the British

Government, and the Rulers of the four states, which con-

firmed the existing treaties with the several contracting

States and constituted the present Federation.

The Federation did not confer on the Government of any
of the States a right to interfere in matters outside its own

borders, but it provided for mutual assistance
] and for

administrative uniformity under the control of a Resident

1 An interesting feature is the periodical Durbar at which the rulers
of the several States, with their Councils and a host of followers, meet
and spend some days in discussing matters of common interest.
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General, who supervises the Residents in the several States, CHAPTER
and is responsible to the Governor of the Straits Settle-

IIL

ments, who is His Majesty's High Commissioner for the

Federation.

The government of each state remains in the hands of Adminis-

the State Council l
,
who pass the laws, which are as far

tratwn -

as possible uniform in all the States; but most of the

principal departments of the service have been placed under

the charge of Federal officers, and several of them, e.g. the

police, the railways, the forest department, and the Malay
States Guides have been made completely Federal, the

expenditure and receipts being divided among the States.

The Government servants in each State are required to serve,

if necessary, in any part of the Federation. The head-

quarters of the Federated Malay States are at Kuala Lumpur
in Selangor.

Within each State the administration is under the control

of the Resident, whose advice the Sultan is bound by

treaty to follow, except in matters affecting the Moham-
medan religion. He is assisted by a staff of civil servants,

selected, in the same manner as in the Straits Settlements,

by a competitive examination held in England.

Justice is administered by Magistrates in each State and

by a Supreme Federal Court, from which in important cases

an appeal lies to the Privy Council in England.

Internal order is provided for by a strong force of Sikh

and Malay police under European officers, and the Federa-

tion maintains a regiment (the Malay States Guides) of Sikhs

and Pathans, officered from the British or Indian armies

and available for service in the Straits Settlements in the

event of war.

1 The State Council is composed of the Sultan (in the Negri Sembilan

the Yang-di-per-Tuan) and the leading Malay chiefs, the British Resident

and, except in Pahang, the Secretary to the Resident and some of the

leading Chinese inhabitants. In Perak and Selangor the Council also

includes representatives of the unofficial European community.
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SECTION The soil and climate of the Malay Peninsula are well

v<
adapted to the growth of every kind of tropical product.

Products. The forestSj which still cover a great part of the interior,

provide several species of gutta and rubber, rattans and

resin, and many kinds of valuable timber. Of cultivated

products the most important are rice, Indian corn, sugar,

tapioca, coco-nuts and coffee, while the Para rubber, which

has been extensively planted in recent years, will undoubtedly

in the near future be one of the chief articles of export from

the Peninsula. Pepper, sago, nutmegs, cardamoms, indigo,

and numerous varieties of fruit are also cultivated. Tobacco

is grown to a small extent by the natives, and an experi-

mental plantation in Perak has shown that tea of good

quality can be produced.

Agricul- The agricultural resources of the Federated Malay States

tural
have, however, never been fully exploited, owing to the

superior attractions hitherto offered by tin mining. Regular
work is distasteful to the Malay, and imported Chinese

labour goes mainly to the mines. As a result, the Federa-

tion, in spite of the fertility of its soil, does not even grow
the amount of rice required for the support of its popula-
tion. An Agricultural Department has recently been estab-

"Ifched and the demand for rubber is attracting to agri-

culture an attention which has been lacking since the fall

in the price of coffee made planting unremunerative, but

the main wealth of the Federated Malay States is now,

4 and probably will continue to be for many years to come,
derived from its great mineral resources.

Minerals. Gold, silver, lead, iron, copper, and other metals are

found in many parts of the Peninsula, but by far the most

important of the products of the Federated Malay States

is tin.

Tin. The tin deposits of the Peninsula have been worked for

centuries, and the main reason for the establishment of the

early European factories on the coast was the desire to
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acquire control of the trade in this metal, but the mining/ CHAPTER

industry has been greatly developed in the Federated Malay
I1I-

States since the introduction of a settled Administration, and

they now produce from 70 to 75 per cent, of the world's

supply of tin. The output in 1904 was valued at nearly

6,250,000, though extensive mine fields still remain

practically untouched, especially in Pahang.
1

The Government levies an export duty on tin, fixed on Finances.

a sliding scale, which varies with the market price of the

metal; and in 1904 the receipts from this tax in the four

states amounted to nearly 9 million dollars.

Export duties are also levied on gold and other minerals

and on various agricultural and forest products, and opium
and spirits are subject to an import duty. The total receipts

from Customs in 1904 amounted to over n million dollars.

The other main sources of revenue are railway receipts,

licenses, lands, and posts and telegraphs.

The progress made by the Federated States in recent

years may be gauged from the fact that in 1889
2
their com-

bined revenues amounted to a little over 5 million dollars

(Perak, $2,776,583 ; Selangor, $1,828,427 ; Negri Sembilari,

$377,600; Pahang, $30,390), while in 1904 they exceeded

22^ millions (Perak, $11,332,272; Selangor, $8,241,766;

Negri Sembilan, $2,223,005; Pahang, $458,226), the value

of imports having increased in the same period from under

1 6 millions to nearly 47 millions and that of exports from *

about 19! to over 77J millions.

In consequence of this prosperity the Government has

been able not only to provide for the ordinary work of

administration and for the establishment of schools in every

town and important village in the Federation and of hos-

1 In Pahang with a view to encouraging the mining industry, the

export duty has been fixed at 10% ad valorem instead of on a sliding

scale.
2 This is the first year for which complete figures are available as

Pahang only received' a British Resident in 1888.
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SECTION pitals in all the principal districts, but to spend large sums
^*

in the construction of extensive systems of railways, roads,

and telegraphs, while at the same time laying by consider-

able balances for the future.

Kafaeays. The total length of railways now open exceeds 400 miles.

The main line runs through all the Western States, beginning

at Prai in Province Wellesley and ending at Kuala Gemas on

the border between the Negri Sembilan and Johore, from

which point it is now being extended through the latter State

to Johore Bahru on the strait opposite Singapore.
1 A series

of branches connects the main line with the principal ports

of the Western coast, one line, the oldest in the Federated

Malay States, running from Taiping in the North of Perak

to Port Weld, another from Tapah in the South of the same

State to Teluk Anson on the Perak river, and others from

Kuala Lumpur in Selangor to Port Swettenham, from

Seremban in Sungei Ujong to Port Dickson, and from

Tampin in the South of the Negri Sembilan through colonial

territory to Malacca. A short line connects Kuala Lumpur
with the Batu Caves to the North-East. The Seremban-

Port Dickson line belongs to the Sungei Ujong Railway

Company and is worked under a Government guarantee ;
the

remaining lines are all the property of the Government, which

has recently, as stated in the preceding chapter, purchased
the Malacca-Tampin line from the Government of the Straits

Settlements. Various schemes have at times been put for-

ward for the extension of the railway system to Pahang but

up to the present time no route has been definitely decided

upon.

Papula- The population of the States at the census of 1901 was

6 7 8>595
2

(Perak>3 2 9>665; Selangor, 168,789; Negri Sembilan,

96,028 ; Pahang, 84,1 1 3). The Malays and other natives of the

1 The money for the Johore section has been advanced by the
Government of the Federated Malay States and the work of construction
is being undertaken by the Railway Department of those States.

2 In 1904 it was estimated at about 838,000.
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Archipelago, including the fewthousand aborigines ofthePenin- CHAPTER

sula, numbered 312,486, and the Chinese 299,729 ; while there IIJ *

were about 58,000 natives of India, 1,422 Europeans, and

1,522 Eurasians. Both the Chinese and the Indian elements

are rapidly increasing owing to constant immigration, and

the former probably now exceed the Malays in number. In

1901 they were more numerous than the Malays in Perak

and Selangor, especially in the latter State where the numbers

were respectively 108,768 and 40,384. In the Negri
Sembilan the position was reversed, the Malays numbering

56,917, and the Chinese 32,901, while in the undeveloped
State of Pahang there were only 8,695 Chinese to 73,462

Malays. A striking feature of the census returns is the great

disproportion between the sexes, the males outnumbering the

females by nearly 300,000. This state of affairs is due to

the large immigrant element in the population, the Indians

seldom and the Chinese scarcely ever bringing their wives

with them.

The immigrants, who are nearly all Chinese or Indians, Immi-

though there is a small element of Javanese, provide practi-
rants-

cally the whole of the labour force of the States, since the

native Malays will seldom enter into long or permanent

engagements. The greater part of the Chinese are employed
in the mining industry, but their energies are not confined to

one channel, and it is impossible to over-estimate the impor-

tance of their share in the development of the States. They
not only work but own most of the mines: they are the

principal importers and exporters of all kinds of goods ; the

chief shopkeepers, house-builders, artisans, blacksmiths,

carpenters, masons, cart-drivers, rikisha-pullers, domestic

servants, and laundry-men. A few thousands are engaged
in cultivation, and recently the experiment has been made of

importing Chinese with their families to form agricultural

colonies. The natives of India, who are mostly Tamils, are

chiefly employed as estate labourers or on the construction
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SECTION of the railways and other public works. The Europeans are,

v- as a rule, Government servants or planters, and the Eurasians

are chiefly employed as clerks or in the lower grades of the

Government service.

Climate. The climate of the Federated Malay States is not unhealthy,

though, as in the neighbouring colony, it is trying to Europeans

owing to the lack of seasonal variations. To remedy this

inconvenience as far as possible, the Government has estab-

lished sanatoria on the highlands of Perak, Selangor, and

the Negri Sembilan, and on the coast of the latter State.

The temperature varies considerably in different districts ;
in

the lower and more populated parts of the States it is as a

rule between seventy and ninety degrees. The rainfall is

heavy, varying from between 100 and 170 inches in some

of the hill districts to between 70 and 100 inches in parts

near the coast: the wettest season is from October to

December.

Health. Previous to the British intervention, the natives suffered

severely from epidemics of small-pox and cholera, which still

cause great loss of life in the Siamese dependencies to the

North, but there is now little mortality from these diseases in

the Federated Malay States. Europeans suffer from the

fevers usual in the tropics, though these are not as a rule of

a severe type ; among Asiatics, and especially among the

Chinese, the most fatal diseases are beri-beri * and dysentery.

Leprosy exists in the Peninsula, though it is not common.

A leper asylum for Malays has been established on the

island of Pangkor Laut in the Bindings, to which cases

occurring in the Federated Malay States are sent. Chinese

and other foreign lepers are treated at an asylum at Taiping
in Perak and in the Straits Settlements leper asylum on

Pulau Jerejak, near Penang.
Fauna. The fauna of the Peninsula is varied and includes the

1 See page 207 above.
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elephant, rhinoceros, bison, sambhur and other species of CHAPTER

deer, wild pig, the Malay bear, panthers, leopards, and wild

cats, while tigers are very numerous. Pythons, cobras and

many other snakes are common, and the alligator and gavial

are found in the rivers. There are also many species of

monkeys and apes, including the gibbon.
1 Pea-fowl are

found in the jungles of Pahang, and the Argus pheasant and

many other kinds of birds are common throughout the

States.

PERAK

The Northernmost of the States is Perak, the richest and) Station.

most important member of the Federation. On the North it

marches with Province Wellesley and the Siamese dependency
of Kedah, on the North-East with Rahman, another Siamese

dependency. To the East the central mountain range of

the Peninsula divides it from Kelantan and Pahang, and on

the South the River Bernam forms the boundary between

Perak and Selangor. The Western side of the State is

washed by the Straits of Malacca, except where the colonial

territory of the Bindings intervenes.

Little is known of the early history of Perak but, according History.

to native tradition, a Malay kingdom was first established at

Bruas on the coast of the Larut district. Later the seat of

government was transferred to Temong on the Perak river.

After the Portuguese capture of Malacca in 1511, a Rajah

of the royal house of that State is said to have established

himself as Sultan in Perak, and the present ruling family

traces its descent from him. In later years tradition records

two invasions by the Achinese in which members of the

ruling house were carried as prisoners to Sumatra, one of

these captives, Mansur Shah, subsequently becoming Sultan of

Achin. The first Europeans who entered into relations with The Dutch
in Perak.

* The orang-ontan is not found in the Peninsula, but the name, which

means * wild man
',

is applied by the Malays to the aboriginal tribes.
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SECTION Perak were the Dutch who in 1650, in accordance with an

arrangement with Achin, of which country the State was

then a dependency, established a factory on the Perak river

and obtained an undertaking that the tin trade should be

confined to the Dutch and Achinese.

In the next year the traders were massacred and the factory

destroyed and, though the settlement was re-established

four years later, it did not prosper, and was again abandoned

in 1 66 1. A fort subsequently erected in the Dindings was

also soon abandoned, and the Dutch do not appear to have

returned to Perak until about the middle of the eighteenth

century. In 1757 they had a settlement with a small garrison

at Pangkalan Halban on the Perak river. Abandoned in

1783, this post was reoccupied a few years later, and the

Dutch still held it at the time of the British capture of Malacca

in 1795. In that year they were driven out by the English,

and though after the restoration of Malacca they attempted
in 1819 to re-establish themselves in the Dindings, the

endeavour was unsuccessful, as the trade of Perak had
Relations already been diverted to Penang. Perak had at this time

Britain* entered into a treaty of friendship and commerce with the

East India Company's representative at Penang, and in 1826

its independence of Siam, whose forces had a few years before

overrun the State, was recognized by the Treaty of Bangkok
between the latter country and Great Britain.

From that date until 1874 the State retained complete

independence. In that year the disturbances which resulted

from a disputed succession and in which rival factions of

Chinese miners played a prominent part, led to the conclusion

The Pang- of the Treaty of Pangkor, to which allusion has already .been

andtkT* ma^e, and to the appointment of a British Resident. In

appoint- November of the following year the Resident, Mr. J. W.

Resided. Birch, was murdered and, the force sent to seize the murderers

having met with resistance, it became necessary to obtain

troops from India and China, and to undertake a punitive
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expedition. The objects of the expedition were soon effected. CHAPTER
The actual murderers were apprehended and hanged, and

the Sultan Abdullah and other chiefs who were implicated
in the affair were banished to the Seychelles. Mr. Hugh
Low 1

,
who had had long experience of Malays in Borneo

was appointed Resident, and under his able guidance
and that of his successor, Mr. F. A. Swettenham 2

, the

prosperity of the State rapidly increased. The revenue Financial

which had in 1875 amounted to a little over $226,000 rose ^f^~
by 1895 to more than 4 millions. In 1904 it was

$11,332,272. The value of imports rose from about

$830,000 in 1876 to nearly 21 millions in 1904, and that

of exports from about $740,000 to over 28 millions.

The area of Perak is approximately 65,000 square miles, Area and

nearly nine-tenths of the size of Wales
;

its coast line is
Ge SraPhy-

about 90 miles in extent : its greatest length from North to

South 172 miles, and its greatest breadth about 100.

The central feature of the State is the valley of the Perak

river, which for the greater part of its course runs roughly
from North to South between two ranges of mountains.

Outside the valleys of this river and its tributaries, however,

are the important district of Larut, and the districts at the

extreme North and the extreme South, watered respectively

by the Krian and Bernam rivers.

Of the two ranges of mountains the higher is that on the Mountains.

Eastern side of the Perak river, some points in it rising to

over 7,000 feet. This range is part of the mountains which

form the backbone of the Malay Peninsula, and separate

the States of the Western from those of the Eastern coast.

The length of the Perak river is said to be about 250 miles. Rivers.

It rises in the borderland between Perak and the Siamese

1 The late Sir Hugh Low, G.C.M.G.
3 Now Sir F. A. Swettenham K.C.M.G., who in 1896 became the

first Resident General of the Federation and was subsequently Governor
of the Straits Settlements and High Commissioner for the Federated

Malay States.
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SECTION States: it flows mainly, as has been said, from North to

v *

South, but towards the latter end of its course it turns

sharply to the West and flows direct into the Straits of

Malacca. For purposes of ship navigation it is of no great

use: its estuary, like that of most other Malay rivers, is

shallow, and the upper part of its channel is impeded by
rocks and rapids. It is navigable for about 40 miles from

the sea for vessels of from 300 to 400 tons burden, and for

smaller boats for a much longer distance. Of its tributaries

the most important are the Plus, which flows into it some

distance above Kuala Kangsar ;
the Kinta, which joins the

main river near where the latter turns to the West, and which

drains a valley parallel to that of the Perak
;
and the Batang

Padang, which joins it slightly lower down at Durian Sabatang.

The other rivers of the State include the Larut, the Krian, and

the Bernam. The Krian, for a part of its course, forms the

boundary with Kedah, while the Bernam is the dividing line

between Perak and Selangor. The latter river, of which the

estuary is two miles wide, is said to have a greater volume of

water than any other river in the Peninsula, and is navigable

for steamers for about 100 miles.

Districts. For administrative purposes Perak is divided into nine

districts, three on the coast and six inland. The coast

districts are Krian, South of Province Wellesley; Matang,
between Krian and the Bindings ;

and Lower Perak, between

the Bindings and Selangor. The mineral resources of these

districts are of little importance and their main wealth is

agricultural, large areas being devoted to plantations of rice,

coco-nuts, and rubber. The chief rice-fields are in the

Krian district, where an extensive scheme of irrigation has

been undertaken by the Government. The principal ports of

the State are Port Weld in .Matang, and Teluk Anson in

Lower Perak.

Of the inland districts, Selama lies to the North-East of

Krian, with Upper Perak beyond it to the East. South of
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Selama and East of Matang is Larut *, once the chief mining CHAPTER

district in the Peninsula though now only of secondary
IIT *

importance. It contains the administrative capital, Taiping,
which is connected by railway with Port Weld. The district

of Kuala Kangsar occupies the central part of the State, and

its capital of the same name is the residence of the Sultan.

The Norm-Eastern portion of this district extends to the

Pahang border, between Upper Perak and Kinta. The
latter district, which comprises the valley of the Kinta river,

is the most important tin-producing area of the State. It

contained in 1901 more than one-third of the total population

of Perak, and includes Ipoh, the chief commercial centre of

the State, as well as other towns of importance.

To the South of Kinta is the district of Batang Padang,

bordered on the West by Lower Perak, on the South by

Selangor, and on the East by Pahang. It is rapidly rising

in importance as a mining centre. The two districts of

Kinta and Batang Padang are the source of most of the tin

exported from the State, of which the value in 1904 was

nearly $25,000,000, while gold worth over $61,000 was

exported from Batang Padang in that year.

SELANGOR

Selangor lies to the South of Perak, across the Bernam Situation.

river. On the West and South-West it is bounded by the

Straits of Malacca, and on the East and South-East by

Pahang and the Negri Sembilan.

Its early history, like that of Perak, is obscure, and the History.

State as now constituted is new, owing its origin to a

settlement made about 1718 by Bugis from the Celebes,

who at that time were making constant raids on the coasts

of the Peninsula. The principal chief of this settlement was

1
Larut, Krian, Selama, and Matang are under the control of a Chief

District Officer, residing at Taiping, Assistant District Officers being
stationed in the other districts.

VOL. I. Q
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The
British,

SECTION invested with the title of Sultan by the Sultan of Perak in

v>
1743' In 1783 Selangor joined the people of Rhio in an

The Dutch, unsuccessful attack on the Dutch at Malacca, and in the

following year the Sultan was driven from his state by a

Dutch punitive expedition. This expedition established

a fort in the country, but in 1785 the Sultan, with assistance

from Pahang, succeeded in expelling the garrison. In the

next year, however, he was compelled, in consequence of

a blockade of the coast, to acknowledge the supremacy of

the Dutch, and to promise to them the monopoly of the

in-trade of his dominions. The connection with the Dutch

naturally came to an end with the British capture of Malacca,

and when that possession was restored to the Dutch, the

Sultan, who had meanwhile entered into a treaty of friendship

and commerce with the representatives of the British East

India Company, declined to renew the former relations. The

Bangkok treaty of 1826 recognized the independence of

Selangor, as it did that of Perak, and for nearly half a century

the State was left to itself.

The Bugis have always been famous for their piratical

exploits, and, owing -to their influence in Selangor, the

Stale enjoyed for many years the reputation of being the

home of the most formidable pirates in the whole of

the Malay Peninsula. Finally, in 1874, after Selangor had

for some years been a prey to intestine strife, in which, as

in Perak, the Chinese miners took a leading part, a more

^an usualty flagrant case of piracy at the mouth of the

Langat river led to the intervention of the Government of

the Straits Settlements, and the Sultan was induced to

accept a British Resident.

As a result of this step, the country has since enjoyed
unbroken peace and prosperity. Its revenues have risen

from $115,656 in 1875 to $8,241,766 in 1904, and for

its size, which is less than half that of Perak, it is the

richest of the States of the Federation.

Appoint-

^Resident.
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The area of Selangor is some 3,200 square miles. It CHAPTER

consists for the most part of a plain lying between the sea

and the central mountain range, which divides it from

Pahang. Its greatest breadth is about 48 miles and its

greatest length about 100, while its coast-line extends for

about 126 miles along the Straits.

The State is poorly watered compared with the other Ri

States of the Federation, containing, in addition to the

Bernam on the frontier, only three rivers of any impor-

tance, the Klang, the Selangor, and the Langat. The

navigation of the two latter is impeded by bars at their

mouths.

Rubber, coffee, and coco-nuts are largely cultivated, but Products.

the agricultural resources of the State are of small value

compared with its extensive alluvial deposits of tin. As

a consequence, the Malay inhabitants are, as already noted,

greatly inferior in number to the Chinese, who in 1901

formed nearly 74 per cent, of the population.

The State is divided into six districts, Kuala Lumpur, Districts.

Klang, Ulu Selangor, Kuala Selangor, Ulu Langat, and

Kuala Langat
1
. Kuala Lumpur, the central district, con-

tains the town of that name, which is the commercial centre

of Selangor and is also the capital, both of the State and of

the Federation. It is connected with the coast by a railway

to Port Swettenham. The district contains many of the

most important tin mines in Selangor. To the West,

between Kuala Lumpur and the sea, is the district of Klang.

Practically no mining is carried on in this district, which is

largely occupied by coffee and rubber estates. Its main

importance is derived from the fact that it contains, in Port

1
'Kuala,' as a geographical expression, means (a) the mouth or

estuary of a river, () the point of junction of a tributary stream and

a river e. g. the town of Kuala Kangsar (p. 225 above) is built where

the little stream Kangsar joins the Perak river, a long way from the

mouth of the latter. Ulu,' the ancient Indonesian word for a ' head ',

now superseded in ordinary use by the Sanskrit '

kepala ', means the

upper watershed of a river. Cp. Wilkinson's Malay Dictionary.

Q 2
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SECTION Swettenham at the mouth of the Klang river, the principal
v>

port of the Federation. The town of Klang is the residence

of the Sultan of Selangor. Ulu Selangor occupies the in-

terior between Kuala Lumpur and the Northern boundary.

It is the principal centre of the mining industry and con-

tains several important towns, of which the chief is Kuala

Kubu on the Selangor river. Between Ulu Selangor and

the sea is the district of Kuala Selangor, which is still only

partially developed and contains considerable areas of dense

jungle and swampy land. Its main industries are agriculture

and fishing, as are those of Kuala Langat, which lies along

the coast to the South of Klang. To the North-East of

Kuala Langat and to the South-East of Kuala Lumpur lies

the mining district of Ulu Langat, which marches with Pahang
and the Negri Sembilan.

THE NEGBI SEMBILAN

Situation. The territory occupied by the group of small States which

are known by the collective name of the Negri Sembilan

is bounded on the North and North-West by Selangor, on

the South by the Settlement of Malacca, on the North-East

and East by Pahang and Johore, and on the South -West

by the Straits of Malacca.

History. The present federation dates only from 1895, but the

name, which means ' the nine States/ is of considerable

antiquity, having been applied to several previous groups of

States. According to Malay tradition, the land was first

peopled by Sakai from the hills, who formed a number of

small States, and, in view of the contempt with which the

aborigines are regarded by the Malays, it is not probable
that this tradition would have grown up without some foun-

dation, though the majority of the present inhabitants are

certainly not of Sakai descent. About the end of the

eighteenth century a Rajah of the royal line of Menangkabau,
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in Sumatra was invited to rule over this group of States, and CHAPTER

assumed the title of Yang-di-per-Tuan of Sri Menanti. The m>

original federation appears to have included Klang, now part

of Selangor ; Naning, in the district of Malacca
;
and one or

two other small States, which now form part of Johore ;
but

the accounts are confused, and it is scarcely worth while to

attempt to unravel the intricate story of the relations of the

States in the time before the introduction of British in-

fluence. Sungei Ujong, then separated from the Negri Appoint-

Sembilan, was the first of these States to accept a Resident,

the appointment being made with a view to ending internal

dissensions which had interfered with British trade. In

1875 disturbances, similar to those which took place at the

same time in Perak, occurred in the Negri Sembilan, but

they were easily suppressed and since that date the peace
of the country has remained unbroken. In the succeeding Growth of

years British influence was gradually extended, and by 1886 f^gltce

all the States which now form the confederation were being

administered under the advice of British officers. In 1895

Sri Menanti, Johol, Rembau, and Tampin, which, with other

minor districts under the control of one or other of these

States, had since 1887 formed the Negri Sembilan, joined

with Sungei Ujong and Jelebu in a confederation under the

old name, one Resident being appointed for the whole group.

The Yang-di-per-Tuan of Sri Menanti is regarded as the The

head of the federation, but the ruler of each of the ^-
federation.

ponent States is independent of the rest. There is one

State Council for the whole of the Negri Sembilan, which is

presided over by the Yang-di-per-Tuan, and in which the

rulers of Sungei Ujong, Jelebu, Johol, Rembau, and Tampin
have seats.

The area of the Negri Sembilan is about 2,600 square Area and

miles : its greatest length from North to South is about

55 miles and its greatest breadth about 65 : the coast-line

extends for about 30 miles. The country consists of- un-
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Mineral
and agri-
cultural

resources.

SECTION
dulating plains, broken by several mountain ranges, of which

the most important runs South and South-East from the

Jelebu district to the Malacca border, the highest peak

(Gunong Resan), rising to nearly 4,000 feet.

Rivers. The State is well watered, its main rivers being the

Linggi, which in the latter part of its course forms the

boundary with Malacca, the Muar, which rises in the East

of the State and runs at first in a South-Easterly direction,

eventually finding its way to the sea through Johore terri-

tory to the South of Malacca. In the North, the principal

stream is the Triang, which flows into Pahang, and joins the

Pahang river.

As in Perak and Selangor the main wealth of the country

is derived from the mines, the value of the tin produced in

1904 amounting to nearly $6,500,000, but its agricultural

resources are also of considerable importance, large areas

being planted with coco-nuts, tapioca, rubber, pepper, gambier,

coffee, and rice; and the Malays of the Negri Sembilan are

said to devote more systematic attention to cultivation than

is the case in any other part of the Federation.

Districts. For administrative purposes the State is divided into five

districts, the Coast, Seremban, Jelebu, Kuala Pilah, and

Tampin. The Coast district lies along the Straits of Malacca

and includes the whole sea-board of the State. About the

centre of the coast line is Port Dickson, practically the only

port in the State. The most important industry of the

district is agriculture. To the North lies Seremban, which

with the Coast district comprises the State of Sungei Ujong.
The chief town, from which the district takes its name, is the

capital of the Negri Sembilan and is connected with Port

Dickson by the Sungei Ujong Railway. The tin-producing
areas of the State are situated chiefly in this district and in

that of Jelebu, which lies to the North-East. South-East of

Jelebu is Kuala Pilah, which has long been an important

agricultural district and is now increasing in importance as
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a mining area. Gold is found here as well as in other parts CHAPTER

of the East of the State, but the deposits have so far proved
of no great value, only one mine having been successfully

worked in 1 904. At Sri Menanti, a few miles from the town

of Kuala Pilah, which forms the capital of the district, is the

residence of the Yang-di-per-Tuan. Between Kuala Pilah and

the Malacca border is Tampin, from which the chief exports

are tapioca, coffee, and jungle produce.

PAHANG

Pahang, the largest and at the same time the poorest and Situation.

the least populous of the Federated Malay States, lies on

the Eastern side of the central chain of mountains. On the

West and South-West it is bordered by the sister States of

the Federation and on the East by the China Sea. On the

North it marches with the Siamese dependencies of Kelantan

and Trengganu and on the South with Johore, from which

it is divided by the Endau river.

The early history of the State, which in ancient times was History.

called Indrapura, is as obscure as that of the other States of

the Federation. The ruling family claims descent from a

Rajah of the royal house of Malacca, who is alleged to have

fled to Pahang after the capture of Malacca by the Portuguese.

Pahang is said to have been at one time subject to Siam

but within historical times it was a dependency of the empire

of Johore, ruled by one of the great nobles, the hereditary

Bendahara. On the break-up of the Johore empire at the end

of the sixteenth century \ the Bendahara became practically

an independent ruler, though the title of Sultan was not

assumed until 1882.*

The first treaty with Great Britain dates only from 1887, Relations

but the rulers of Pahang had for many years previously been

1 See above, p. 19411.

By the present Sultan, who obtained possession of the throne m
1862 after several years of civil war.
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Appoint-
ment of a

Resident.

Internal

disturb-

ances.

SECTION in the habit of asking for the assistance and advice of the

Government of the Straits Settlements, as, for instance, in the

settlement of the boundary with Johore, which was referred to

the arbitration of Governor Sir Harry Ord in 1868. In

1887 the Sultan entered into a treaty which placed the

foreign relations of the State under the control of Great

Britain and consented to receive at his Court a British Agent
"
having functions similar to those of a Consular officer."

In the following year the murder of a Chinese British subject

led to the intervention of the Government of the Straits Settle-

ments, which resulted in the appointment of a Resident.

The State had long been notorious for misgovernment and

for the oppression practised by the principal chiefs, and some

of the latter resented the interference of the new administra-

tion with their authority. The discontent came to a head

at the end of 1891, when a rising took place under the

leadership of a chief named Bahman, the Orang Kaya of

Semantan. A tedious guerilla warfare ensued, which was

protracted by the difficulty of operations in the jungles of the

State, but late in 1892 the Sikh troops
1 and police, who had

been introduced from Perak, Selangor, and the Straits

Settlements, succeeded in compelling the rebel leaders to

seek refuge over the borders of Kelantan and Trengganu.
In 1894, the Orang Kaya, having collected a force consisting

largely of Kelantan Malays, suddenly re- crossed the frontier,

raided a police station on the Tembeling river and established

himself in a stockade. Sikh troops and police were again

brought in and the Orang Kaya was defeated and driven back

into Kelantan, whence, as a result of negotiations with the

Siamese Government, he and his principal followers -were

banished to Chiengmai in the North of Siam. Since then, the

State has settled down peaceably under the new regime.

The main part of the force consisted of a detachment of the Perak
Sikhs, a force which was, on the federation of the States, merged in
the Malay States Guides.
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The area of the State, which includes a number of small CHAPTER

islands off. the coast, is estimated at 14,000 square miles;
IIJ<

i. e. it is rather more than twice the size of Perak. Its coast
Area

*
^c '

line is some 130 miles in length, and its greatest length and

breadth respectively about 200 and 130 miles.

Mountain ranges separate Pahang from Perak and Selangor Mountains.

in the West and from Trengganu on the North, while another

chain cuts off the Kuantan district on the coast from the

central district of Tembeling : there are also a number of

isolated peaks, of which the most important is Gunong
Tahan 1 close to the Kelantan border. Gunong Tahan itself

is slightly under 8,000 feet high ; a spur, known as Gunong
Siam, lying to the North on the border line, is slightly higher,

and is probably the loftiest point in the Peninsula.

Of the numerous rivers the most important is the Pahang, Rivers.

which debouches into the China Sea near the middle of the

coast line. It is free from the rapids which impede the

navigation of many of the rivers of the Western States, but

its shallowness renders it navigable only for vessels of small

draught. Next to the Pahang, the chief rivers are the

Kuantan, which enters the sea in the Northern part of the

coast, the Endau which forms the boundary with Johore, and

the Rompin, a few miles North of the Endau. The latter

stream is navigable for nearly 100 miles from its mouth.

A considerable part of the interior of Pahang is still Interior.

unexplored, and consists of thick jungle, unpopulated, or

inhabited only by wandering tribes of Sakai.

In material prosperity Pahang has lagged far behind the Backward-

States of the West coast. The revenue, which in i9<f
amounted to $458,226, is steadily increasing, but has never

equalled the expenditure, the deficits being supplied by

advances from the other Stales of the Federation. The

backwardness of the State is doubtless to some extent due to

the misgovernment which formerly existed, to the fact that

1 '

Gunong
'

a lofty mountain, as opposed to
'

Bukit,' a hill.
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resources.

SECTION a reformed administration was not introduced until fourteen
V *

years later than in the other States, and to the disturbances

to which allusion has already been made, but to a far greater

extent it is the result of natural causes. The coast line

contains no good harbour and the river mouths are practically

closed to shipping during the North-East monsoon, so that

communications with the outside world are hindered during

a considerable part of the year. A further drawback is that,

Mineral though the State undoubtedly possesses great mineral

resources, the tin is found chiefly in lodes, the alluvial

deposits being of little importance compared with those of

the Western States. Pahang has, therefore, been neglected

by the Chinese miners, who as a rule are unable to find the

capital required for working the lodes, and its mines have

been left undeveloped in consequence. There can, however,

be little, doubt that, as the alluvial deposits of the West

become exhausted, more attention will be devoted to Pahang.

In 1904 the output of tin was valued at about two million

dollars, most of it coming from the alluvial workings in the

West of the State. In gold, Pahang is richer than any other

State of the Federation, the value of the metal exported in

1904 being nearly $700,000. Next to tin and gold the

most important articles of export are timber and forest

products, including several varieties of gutta
1
.

The fisheries of the East coast, which are of"considerable

importance, are largely worked by Malays from the Northern

States, who come in for the fishing season, the natives of

Pahang being even less inclined to work than their fellow-

countrymen in the West.

Pahang is by far the most sparsely populated of. the

Federated States, containing only about six inhabitants to the

square mile ; it has already been pointed out that it is the

1

Owing to the destruction of immature trees by the natives it has
been found necessary to prohibit for the present, the collection of the

most valuable kind of gutta getah taban (Dichopsis gutteri}.

fisheries,

Popula-
tion.
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only State of the Federation in which the Malay population CHAPTER

is greatly in excess of the Chinese.

The administrative districts of Pahang are five in number, Districts,

Kuantan, Pekan, Temerloh, Lipis, and Raub. The Kuantan

district includes the Northern part of the coast, and contains

the principal tin lodes worked in the State. The Pekan

district covers the rest of the coast. Its chief town, also

called Pekan, was the former capital of the State, and

is still the residence of the Sultan. The Temerloh district

lies in the centre of the State, and consists mainly of agri-

cultural land. The Lipis district in the North-east contains

Kuala Lipis, the State capital, which is connected by a road

of about 80 miles in length with Kuala Kubu in Ulu Selangor.
1

This district, which is the most thickly populated in Pahang,
contains a number of gold and tin mines. At Selensing,

close to the Perak border, are the ancient gold workings, to

which reference has already been made.2 To the South of

Lipis is the district of Raub, in which is obtained most of

the alluvial tin exported from the State. The Raub gold

mine is the richest in Pahang. The sub-district of Bentong
is one of the chief alluvial tin fields in the State. It is

connected by cart-road with Raub, and is being similarly

connected with Kuala Pilah in the Negri Sembilan and

Kuala Lumpur in Selangor.

Forty years ago the mention of the Native States of the Genera!.

Malay Peninsula would probably have suggested to the

average Englishman the idea of a half-savage country, in-

habited by a race which varied the national pursuit of

piracy by the practice of running a-muck on little or no

1 A motor car service for mails, goods and passengers, which is

subsidized by the Government, runs on this road from the railway
terminus at Kuala Kubu to Raub and Kuala Lipis, with an extension to

Bentong.
3 See above p. 18311.
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SECTION provocation. The well-informed knew that the country
v *

produced a quantity of tin, worked by Chinese miners,

whose rival factions were responsible for frequent bloodshed.

The fact that in little more than a generation piracy and

civil war have been ended, and the chaos of the Native States

reduced to an orderly Federation, producing three-fourths

of the world's tin and counting its revenues by millions of

dollars and its railways by hundreds of miles, bears eloquent

testimony to the success which has attended British methods

of dealing with an Asiatic race and to the ability with which

the empire has been served by its representatives in the East.

It should be noted also that the change has been effected

not by armed intervention, but by the arts of peace. The

British entered the States not as conquerors, but as

advisers; no blood has been shed except in the trifling

disorders, which were almost unavoidable on the introduction

of a system of administration differing so widely from that

previously in force
; no attempt has been made at annexa-

tion, and though the administration of the States is controlled

by Great Britain, they are still ruled by their own Sultans

and Rajahs.

JOHOBE

Situation. Johore, the only State in the British sphere which remains

outside the Federation, occupies the Southern part of the

Malay Peninsula.

On the North-East it marches with Pahang; on the North-

West with the Negri Sembilan and Malacca
;
on the other

sides it is bounded by the sea.

History. Tradition asserts that the Sultanate was founded by the

Sultan of Malacca after his expulsion by the Portuguese, and

the forces of the State played a prominent part in the

numerous attempts made to drive the Portugese from the

Peninsula - With the Dutch the State appears to have

Dutih. consistently maintained friendly relations. A Dutch factory
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was established on the Johore river early in the seventeenth CHAPTER

century and the troops of Johore assisted the Dutch in their

assault on Malacca in 1606. As has already been seen 1

,
the

seat of the empire of Johore, which had been extended

widely over the neighbouring States, was transferred at the

end of the eighteenth century to the Rhio Archipelago, and

the principal chiefs became practically independent rulers.

The hereditary Temenggong became defacto ruler of Johore,

though the Sultan still retained a nominal authority, and both

the Sultan and the Temenggong were parties to the treaty With

by which Singapore was ceded to Great Britain. This state ^Ya/
of affairs continued for the first half of the nineteenth

century, during most of which time both the Sultan and

the Temenggong resided at Singapore ;
but in 1855 the Sultan

resigned his claims on Johore in favour of the Temenggong,

retaining for himself only the territory of Muar in the

North-West of the State. This district was finally re-united

to Johore in 1877, and two years later the Temenggong was

recognized as Maharajah of Johore. In 1885 the treaty by
which the foreign relations of the State were placed under

the control of Great Britain authorized the Maharajah to

assume the title of * Sultan of the State and Territory of

Johore '.

The late Sultan, Abubakar, was a man of enlightened views,

and his methods of government were in striking contrast to

those of the majority of Malay rulers and, partly on that

account and partly owing to the proximity of the State to

Singapore, Great Britain has never found it necessary to

introduce the Residential system into Johore. The Treaty of

1885, provided for the appointment, if desired, of a British

Agent with functions similar to those of a consular officer,

but no such appointment has, as yet, been made.

The area of Johore is reckoned at about 9,000 square Area and

miles : the State is therefore nearly as large as Perak and
e SraP V

1 See above p. 1940.
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SECTION Selangor together. The coast line is about 250 miles in

V.

Moun-
{ains.

Rivers.

extent, the greatest length of the State about 165 miles, and

its greatest breadth about 100.

The country is less mountainous than the other States of

the Peninsula. The principal range is the Blumut, which

lies rather to the East of the centre of the State, and in

which the Johore river rises. There are other isolated

groups on the Pahang border to the North, and on the

West near the frontier of Malacca. The principal peak is

Mount Ophir (Gunong Ledang). which is some 4,000 feet in

height. Of the rivers the most important is the Muar, which

takes its rise in the Negri Sembilan and flows into the sea a

few miles South of Malacca. It was formerly the boundary

between Muar and Johore. The only other rivers of any

size are the Endau, which divides Johore from Pahang, and

the Johore which flows into the sea a little to the East of

Singapore.

The Government of the State is based on a constitution

framed by the late Sultan l
. The Sultan is assisted by a

State Council, which is also a court of appeal, and the

departments of government are organized on the lines of

those in the neighbouring colony and the Federated Malay

States, and comprise a Secretariat, a Treasury, Police,

Medical, Agricultural, Education, Public Works, and other

Departments. The district of Muar is governed by a member
of the royal house with the title of State Commissioner, and

has a Treasury and other departments of its own.

finances. No trustworthy information is obtainable as to the finances

of the State, but in 1902 the revenue was estimated at about

$750,000
2

. It is derived mainly from opium, spirit,, and

Govern-

ment.

1 The late Sultan carried his admiration of Western institutions so far

as to establish two orders of chivalry the ' Most Esteemed Family
Order '

and the ' Order of the Crown of Johore '.

2 See the article on Johore in the Encyclopaedia Britannica, written

by Mr. Hugh Clifford, formerly Resident of Pahang.
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gambling farms and from export duties on gambier and CHAPTER

pepper.

The interior of Johore is practically unknown, being in Resources.

great part covered with virgin forest, and the resources of

the State have never been developed, but with the com-

pletion of the railway now under construction it can hardly

be doubted that its prosperity will be greatly enhanced.

At present the chief products are pepper and gambier, Minerals.

areca-nuts, coffee, sago, tapioca, and jungle produce. Tin

is worked to some extent, especially in Muar, and there is a x

gold mine near Mount Ophir, but it is said that the only

mineral in which the country is really rich is iron, which has,

however, never been worked.

The population is estimated at some two hundred thousand, Popula-

about three-fourths of the whole being Chinese, who are
ton '

chiefly engaged in the cultivation of gambier and pepper.

The capital of the state is Johore Bahru * on the straits Towns.

opposite the island of Singapore. It contains about 20,000

inhabitants, mainly Chinese. The only other town of im-

portance is Bandar Maharani, the capital of the Muar district,

which lies close to the mouth of the Muar river. From this

town a light railway runs to Barit Jawa, about eight miles

further down the coast.

BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS.

In addition to the works mentioned at the end of the two preceding

chapters, reference should be made to the Handbook of the Federated

Malay States, by H. C. BELFIELD, Resident of Selangor.

1 ' New Johore' : so called to distinguish it from Johore Lama (Old

Johore), the former capital, which lies on the Johore river.
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SECTION
V.

Situation.

BOKNBO

To the East of the Malay Peninsula, North of Java and

about half-way between China and Australia, lies the island

of Borneo. This island, the largest in the world after

Australia and New Guinea, contains an area of about

290,000 square miles ', of which about one-third is under the

protection of Great Britain.

History. Of the early history of Borneo little is recorded. The

island is supposed to have been visited about 1322 by Friar

Odoric of Pordenone 2
,
but it was not until the early years of

the sixteenth century that it became generally known to

Europeans. The first account of it is given by the Italian

The Pigafetta, who accompanied the Spanish expedition which

Spanish c jrcumnavjgated the world under the command of the famous
ttflCl AQ1't1l~

guese. Portuguese Fernando de Magalhaes, commonly called Magellan.

After Magellan's death in the Philippines, the ships of the

expedition visited Borneo and stayed for a time at the town of

Brunei, of which Pigafetta gives a description which shows

that it was then the centre of a wealthy kingdom, carrying on

a considerable trade with China. The importance of Brunei

was such that it was thought that the Sultan's authority

extended over the whole of the island, to which the "early

navigators accordingly gave the name of Borneo (a corrup-

1
i.e. it is nearly half as large again as France.

8 The friar gives an account of an island, which he calls Panten or

Thalamasyn, which appears to suit Borneo better than any other country
in these seas.
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tion of Brunei), but as a fact it does not appear that Borneo CHAPTER

was ever united under one rule and there is no native name Iv *

for the island as a whole.
1

As was to be expected, the Spaniards from the Philippines

and the Portuguese from the Moluccas carried on a trade with

Borneo during the sixteenth century, but little or no detailed

information on the subject is available. Neither nation

seems to have made any vigorous effort to establish control

over the island, though in 1576 a Spanish expedition from

Manila captured Brunei, dethroned a usurping Sultan, and

replaced the legitimate ruler on the throne a service which

he is said to have rewarded by declaring himself a vassal of

Spain.
2 Another Spanish attack on the town is recorded as

late as 1645, but before that time the Dutch and English had

taken the place of the Spanish and Portuguese as the principal

European races having relations with Borneo.

The first Dutchman who visited the island was Oliver van The Dutch

Noort, who touched at Brunei in December, 1 600, but stayed

only a few days as the natives endeavoured to seize his ship.

Four years later Van Warwyk commenced a trade with

Sukadana on the West coast, from which, according to con-

temporary accounts,
'

great store of diamonds
'

was obtained,

and in the next few years Dutch factories were established in

that town and in Landak and Sambas in the same neighbour-

hood. The London East India Company also established

a factory in Sukadana in or about 1609, and another at

Sambas a few years later. These early factories, both Dutch

and English, appear to have met with little success, and

1
It is stated in many books that the native name of the island is

Pulau Kalamantan, but Sir W. H. Treacher, in an article on British

Borneo in the Journal of'the Straits Branch ofthe Royal Asiatic Society

(1889), says that that name is quite unknown, at least in North Borneo.
2 The accounts of these incidents are very contradictory. The state-

ment in the text is taken from the article by Sir W. H. Treacher,
referred to above. Another account states that the Spaniards attacked

Brunei twice, and took it on the second occasion (1580), but were finally

compelled by the natives to evacuate it.

VOL. I. R
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SECTION disturbances among the natives led to their being abandoned
v*

in 1623.

At the end of the seventeenth and the beginning of the

eighteenth century, endeavours were made both by the

London East India Company and by the English East India

Company, and later by the united Companies, to establish

a settlement at Banjarmasin on the South coast for the

purposes of the pepper trade, but again the hostility of the

natives led to the abandonment of the factories. The trade

with Banjarmasin was reopened in 1738, but was finally

abandoned in 1747 owing to the hostility of the Dutch,

who compelled the Sultan to grant them a monopoly of

the trade. This ended the connection of the British with

the Southern part of Borneo, except for a short time during

the Napoleonic wars, when the British Government of Java

sent Alexander Hare * to Banjarmasin as Resident or Com-

missioner (1811), and also established a small post at

Pontianak, on the West coast. On the restoration of the

Dutch possessions in the East in 1818, the British finally

withdrew and left the Southern part of the island to the

Dutch, who had re-established their settlements on the West

coast in the course of the eighteenth century, but had again

abandoned them in 1809, and who now by slow degrees

extended their sovereignty over about two-thirds of the

island.

When an end was put to their trade with Banjarmasin, the

English Company turned their attention to the North, and in

1762 the Sultan of Sulu, in return for his release by a British

fleet from captivity in the Philippines, ceded to them the

island of Balambangan, which lies off the East end of the

North coast of Borneo. A settlement was established there

in 1763, and later in the same year the Sulu Sultan granted
to the Company a further concession, comprising the terri-

tories under his sovereignty in the North-East of the mainland
1

See above, p. 208, under Cocos-Keeling Islands,
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of Borneo and in the neighbouring islands 1 a grant against CHAPTER
which protests were entered by the Spanish Government of IV<

the Philippines, who claimed sovereignty over all the Sultan's

territories. No advantage was, however, taken of this latter

concession and the settlement on Balambangan was not

long-lived. In 1774 the Company had entered into a treaty

with the Sultan of Brunei, by which, in return for a promise
of protection against the pirates of Sulu and Mindanao, they
received the monopoly of the pepper trade in his dominions,
but the inefficiency of such protection was demonstrated in

the following year when the settlers on Balambangan were

expelled and the factory sacked by Sulu pirates. The

Company's servants migrated to Labuan, and a small

factory was also established in the town of Brunei, but,

the trade proving unremunerative, these posts were soon

abandoned and a settlement in Marudu Bay in the extreme

North of Borneo met with equal ill-success. Another attempt

to settle on Balambangan was made in 1803, but fell through

in the following year, and for nearly forty years there was

no British interference in the affairs of the North of Borneo.

In this period the prosperity of North Borneo seems to have

rapidly declined, owing to the cessation of the trade with

China, which had first decreased in consequence of European

competition and was now entirely destroyed by the tyrannical

and rapacious government of the Sultan of Brunei and by

the growth of piracy on the coast ;
and the Northern parts of

the island had sunk into a state little removed from barbarism

by the time of the revival of the British connection with the

country.

That revival was due to private enterprise and mainly to Rajah

the energy and enthusiasm of one man James Brooke.

Mr. Brooke 3
,
the younger son of an Indian Civil Servant,

1 Part of the North-East of Borneo, with the neighbouring islands,

including Balambangan, had been ceded by Brunei to the Sultan of

Sulu in 1 704 in return for assistance rendered in a civil war.
8 He was made a K.C.B. in 1848.

R 2
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SECTION had served in the Indian army, but had been obliged to retire

v * from the service in consequence of wounds received in the

Burmese campaign of 1825. During a voyage to China in

1830 he had been struck by the beauty and fertility of the

islands of the Malay seas and had conceived the idea of

rescuing Borneo from its state of barbarism by the establish-

ment of British settlements on the mainland and the gradual

extension of British influence among the native rulers. An

opportunity of taking some effective steps in this direction

resulted from his visits in 1839 and 1840 to the State of

Sarawak, which lies near the Western extremity of the North

coast of Borneo, at the limit of the dominions then owned

by the Sultan of Brunei. On both occasions he found the

Rajah Muda Hassim, the uncle and heir-apparent of the

Sultan, occupied in endeavours to put down an insurrection

caused by the oppressive rule of the chief to whom the

government of the district was entrusted.
1 On the second

occasion the assistance given by Mr. Brooke and the crew of

his yacht resulted in the suppression of the rebellion, and, as

a mark of gratitude, the Rajah Muda offered to confer upon
him the government of Sarawak, of which he had a right to

dispose. Mr. Brooke decided to accept the offer with a view

to giving the natives the benefit of a just government in place

of the systematic oppression to which they were accustomed,

and in September, 1841, he was proclaimed Governor of

Sarawak, though not before he had found it necessary to

exercise some pressure to induce the Rajah Muda to keep
his word. The grant of the territory was formally approved

by the Sultan of Brunei in the following year.

The subsequent years were marked by several expeditions

against the pirate tribes of the coast, in which the native

forces of Mr. or, to give him his usual title, Rajah Brooke's

territory co-operated with the crews of British men-of-war,

1 The government of Brunei at this time appears to have been

practically administered by the Rajah Muda.
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under the command of Captain Harry Keppel
l
,
and several CHAPTER

of the chief pirate settlements were destroyed. These opera-
IV -

tions were not to the taste of many of the leading nobles of

Brunei, who found it profitable to be on good terms with the

pirates, and early in 1846 dissensions between this faction

and the party favourable to Great Britain, which was led by

Raja Muda Hassim, resulted in the murder of a number of

the chiefs of the latter party, including several members of

the royal house, the Rajah Muda himself committing suicide

to escape falling into the hands of his enemies. A small

squadron under Sir Thomas Cochrane, the Admiral in com-

mand of the station, which visited Brunei to inquire into

these occurrences, was fired on as it entered the river, and in

consequence the town was attacked and taken, practically

without any resistance being offered, in July. The Sultan

fled to the interior and, the expedition sent in pursuit having
found it impossible to capture him owing to the nature of the

country, negotiations were opened which resulted in his being

allowed to return to his capital on undertaking to respect the

pledges which he had given to suppress piracy and disorder.

He had already offered to cede to Great Britain the island of

Labuan in Brunei Bay as a naval base for operations against Labuan.

the pirates and the fulfilment of this promise was exacted in

December, 1846. In May of the next year the Sultan signed

a formal treaty of peace and commerce with Great Britain,

undertaking to suppress piracy and slave-trading, and to

foster legitimate trade; he further undertook not to cede any
of his territories without the consent of Her Majesty's

Government. By 1850 piracy had been practically extirpated

from the coasts of Borneo, and openings were thus provided

for the introduction of European capital.

It has already been mentioned that the Sultan of Sulu had North

claims to sovereignty over a considerable part of the North-
'

East of Borneo ; the remainder owed allegiance to the Sultan

1 The late Sir Harry Keppel, Admiral of the Fleet.
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V.

The
British

North
Borneo

Company.

of Brunei, but in both cases the dependence in many of the

coast districts had long been little more than nominal, while

the tribes of the interior appear to have been left to govern

themselves.

In 1865 an American syndicate obtained certain con-

cessions from the Sultan of Brunei, but failed to make any
use of them, and in 1877 their rights were transferred to

two China merchants, Mr. (afterwards Sir Alfred) Dent and

Baron von Overbeck (formerly Austrian Consul-General at

Hong Kong), who acquired in that and the following year

all the rights of the Sultans of Brunei and Sulu over the

greater part of the territories now known as North Borneo.

A British Company was formed to take over these con-

cessions, and in 1881 was granted a Royal Charter under

the title of the British North Borneo Company.
1 The

Spanish Government renewed the protests made in the

eighteenth century and continued to claim rights over the

territory ceded by the Sultan of Sulu until 1885, when by
a protocol signed by Germany, Spain, and Great Britain,

these claims were resigned in return for the recognition of

1
Special interest attaches to the grant of this charter. The practice

of issuing charters to companies formed for the administration of territory
had long fallen into disuse, and it was generally supposed that the system
was a thing of the past. It was now revived in favour of a company
which had acquired a territory, part of which, as has already been

seen, had once been included in the dominions of that greatest of

trading and governing corporations, the Honourable East India

Company. Other chartered companies followed the Royal Niger
Company, the British East Africa Company, and the British South
Africa Company but the possessions of the two former have been
taken over by the British Government, while the independence of the
last-named has been curtailed by subsequent alterations in its charter,
and the British North Borneo Company is at once the oldest of the new
group of chartered companies and the only one which has retained its

administrative freedom unimpaired. The terms of the charter are also
of interest as exemplifying the difference between the British North
Borneo Company and its great forerunners. The Crown assumed no

sovereignty over the Company's territories and did not purport to grant
to the Company any powers of Government, merely recognizing the

grants of territory and administrative powers made by the Sultans,
and most significant of all it prohibited instead of granting a general
monopoly of trade.
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Spanish sovereignty in the Sulu Islands. Protests were also CHAPTER
entered by the Dutch Government, who contended that the IVt

occupation was a breach of the clause in the Treaty of 1824,

which bound Great Britain not to establish settlements in the

islands to the South of the Straits of Singapore.

In 1888 Agreements were signed by which Brunei,

North Borneo, and Sarawak were placed under British

protection, which was thus extended over the whole of that

part of Borneo which was not claimed by the Dutch, and the

foreign relations of all these States were handed over to the

control of Her Majesty's Government. 1 Since then no

change has taken place, except that the States of North

Borneo and Sarawak have grown still further at the expense
of Brunei, and that the Sultan of Brunei has recently (in

December, 1905) agreed to receive a British Resident by
whose advice the Government of his territory is to be carried

on.

The British dependencies in Borneo therefore now consist Present

of the Crown colony of Labuan, and the three protectorates ^rtStern
of Brunei, North Borneo, and Sarawak. The vagueness ofpart of

the term '

protectorate
'

is exemplified by its use to describe
0} n''

the relation of Great Britain to the three latter States.

Brunei is or will be when the new arrangement is in working
order a protectorate on the model of those in the Federated

Malay States, where the reigning Sultans are bound to govern

according to the advice of the British Residents. In Sarawak

Sir Charles Brooke (Sir James Brooke's nephew and suc-

cessor), is an independent sovereign, His Majesty's Govern-

ment possessing no right of interference except in the

conduct of the foreign relations of the State. North Borneo

stands somewhere between these two extremes : not only

are the Company's foreign relations controlled by the British

1 Under the charter of the British North Borneo Company, the

Secretary of State was already entitled to object to any part of the

Company's dealings with foreign countries, and to insist on his advice

being accepted.
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SECTION Government, but under the terms of the charter the consent
V *

of that Government is required to the appointment of the

Governor of their territories, who must be a British subject,

as must the Directors of the Company. The Secretary of

State is also entitled to object to any of the proceedings of

the Company relative to the people of Borneo in respect to

'

slavery, or religion, or the administration of justice
'

or other

matters, and to tender advice, based on those objections,

which must be accepted.

Inhabi- The people of the countries included in the three Borneo
tants.

protectorates are popularly classed as Malays and Dyaks,
but the latter name should properly be confined to one or at

most to two tribes, and the inhabitants are really divided into

a number of races, of many of which the origin and affinities

are very imperfectly known. The people of Brunei are un-

doubtedly Malays, as are the Bajaus or sea-gipsies formerly
famous for their piratical exploits, who are said to have come

originally from Johore, while other tribes, such as the

Kadayans, are probably also of Malay origin. The Muruts,

who are not many degrees removed from savagery and have

not yet wholly abandoned the practice of head-hunting, and

the rather more civilized Dusuns appear to represent the

aboriginal people of Borneo, and other tribes, such as the

Illanuns, Balininis, and Sulus, are immigrants from the

Celebes, Philippine, or Sulu Islands. The affinities of the

Kayans of some parts of Sarawak and the Dyaks proper are

unknown or disputed, though a tradition asserts that the

latter are descended from the Peguans of Burmah. There

has doubtless been much intermixture of races, and in some
tribes there appears to be a considerable strain of Chinese

blood. The Brunei Malays, the Bajaus and others of the

more civilized tribes are Mohammedans, though their religion

sits rather lightly upon them ; while the more backward races

are pagans, with, apparently, no very clear religious notions

beyond a general belief in good and bad spirits.
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LABTJAN

As already stated, Labuan was for a short time the site of CHAPTER

a station of the East India Company \ but for all practical

purposes its history starts with the cession to Great Britain in
Hlstory-

the nineteenth century. The island, then uninhabited, was

first voluntarily offered to Her Majesty's Government by the

Sultan of Brunei, in 1844, 'on such terms as may hereafter

be arranged ', but advantage was not taken of the offer at the

time, and it was not until the end of 1846 that Captain

Mundy, of H.M.S. Iris, was instructed to induce the Sultan

to sign a formal agreement granting possession to Great

Britain. The Sultan's signature to an agreement ceding

Labuan and the adjacent islets was obtained on December

1 8, 1846, though not without some difficulty, since the only

consideration offered by Her Majesty's Government in return

was an undertaking to suppress piracy and to protect lawful

commerce, while the Sultan desired a money payment in

addition.2 Six days later Captain Mundy hoisted the

British flag and took possession of the island.

The agreement was confirmed in the following year by the

Treaty which defined the relations between Great Britain

and Brunei, the reason given for the cession being that it

was '
desirable that British ships should have some port

where they may careen and refit and deposit such stores and

merchandise as shall be necessary for the carrying on of the

trade with the dominions of Brunei '.

The island was at first occupied only as a naval station and

placed under the charge of a naval officer, no settlement of

civilians being effected, and the formal establishment of the

1 A Sketch of Borneo by J. Hunt (1812), reprinted in Keppel's

Expedition to Borneo of H,M.S. Dido, states that the Portuguese at

one time had a fort on the island. No date is given, and no authority

quoted.
2 As some of the Sultan's Ministers made a profit out of dealings

with the pirates, they naturally regarded the suppression of piracy as an

insufficient equivalent for the cession of territory.



250 MEDITERRANEAN AND EASTERN COLONIES

SECTION Crown colony was deferred until 1848. Under Letters Patent
V>

issued in December, 1847, Sir James Brooke was appointed

Governor and a simple form of Crown colony government

established, the Governor being assisted by a nominated

Council.

A small garrison of 150 to 200 men, provided first by the

Madras army and later by one of the Ceylon Rifle Regiments,

was maintained in the island until 1871.

Great expectations were formed of the future prospects

of Labuan. It was to be a second Singapore, collecting and

forwarding to the West the riches of Borneo and the Sulu

archipelago, while the coal mines of the island were to assist

in making it an important shipping centre. These hopes

were, however, disappointed. The trade did not develop

as was expected, and more than one company which tried to

work the mines became bankrupt, while, on account of the

sickness which broke out among the early settlers, largely

owing to an injudicious selection of a site for the new town,

the colony acquired a rather undeserved reputation for

unhealthiness. The result was that Labuan never attained

any real measure of prosperity. Until 1869 it was assisted

by grants from the Imperial Exchequer
l

and, though after

that date it was self-supporting, there was always a consider-

able difficulty in making both ends meet. The bankruptcy
of a coal company in 1880 deprived the colony of a large

part of its revenue, since it involved the loss not only of the

rent of the mines but also of much of the revenue from the

opium and other farms, owing to the withdrawal of the

the company's coolies. The difficulties were increased by
the interruption of trade with a large part of the neigh-

bouring coast, caused by disturbances in the Limbang
and Trusan districts,

2 and in consequence it was necessary

1 The total amount of these grants was about ;i 60,000, while the

expenditure on the garrison was about ;i 00,000 more.
2 See below, p. 256.
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to reduce the expenditure to the lowest possible limit. For CHAPTER

some years the form of a Crown colony government was Iv *

preserved, the Medical Officer acting as Governor and the

Treasurer being practically everything else
; but finally, at the

end of 1889, the administration was entrusted to the British

North Borneo Company, as it was thought that owing to its

proximity to the Company's territory it could thus be governed
more efficiently and economically than as a separate colony.

The island still retained its status as a Crown colony but the

Governor of the Company's territory was given a commission

as Governor of Labuan and the staff was provided by the

Company, who assumed the responsibility for the finances.

The Council was at the same time abolished, the legislative

power being placed in the hands of the Governor.

This arrangement lasted until the end of 1905, when His

Majesty's Government decided to resume the administration

of the colony and to carry it on in close connection with that

of Brunei, where the Sultan has, as already stated, consented

to receive a British Resident. A commission as Governor of

Labuan has been issued to the Governor of the Straits

Settlements, the actual administration being left in the hands

of a deputy, who is also Resident of Brunei.

Labuan is a triangular island, with an area of a little over Area and

thirty square miles
;

i. e. it is somewhat larger than Guernsey,
get

and is less than one-fourth of the size of the Isle of Wight.

It lies off the mouth of Brunei Bay, about six miles from

the nearest point of Borneo and thirty miles from the town

of Brunei.

The island contains no rising ground of any considerable

height, such hills as there are being mainly towards the

North and West, and it has only two streams of any size.

At the time of the first occupation, the interior was clothed

with virgin forest, but it has now been practically denuded,

partly by fires, partly by the wasteful methods of cultivation
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V' amount of wood used by the coal companies in their works.

It is now largely covered by deserted native villages and

by undrained swamps, in which padi is grown. On the

Southern coast the base of the triangle is Victoria harbour,

nearly two miles long and over a mile wide at its mouth. It is

a fine and well-protected harbour, and constitutes the chief

feature of the island. The little town of Victoria stands upon
its Eastern shore. At the extreme North the apex of the

triangle is Coalpoint, connected by about ten miles of light

railway with Victoria.

Products. Coalpoint is the scene of the coal mines, which have in

recent years been worked with some measure of success, the

export in 1903 amounting to over 27,000 tons. The coal

has been used in the Royal Navy and is said to be of fairly

good quality. A small royalty is levied on the coal exported

or sold locally. The only other industry carried on in

Labuan is the manufacture of sago. There are three sago

factories, in which the raw sago, imported from the coast of

Borneo, is prepared for the Singapore market. The rice

which is grown is not enough to feed the resident population,

and what is required is mainly imported from Singapore.

Nor are any other agricultural products raised to any appre-

ciable extent, though there are a few small plantations of

sago and coco-nut palms and some fruit gardens. Con-

siderable numbers of cattle and goats are bred in the island.

Finances The highest figure attained by the revenue was over 9,000
1 e '

in 1876. In 1904 it was about 5,500, and in recent years
it has almost invariably been less than the expenditure.

Licences, including the opium farm, are the largest item of

revenue. The imports in 1904 were valued at a little

under 1,800,000 and the exports at about 1,750,000; but

these figures relate almost wholly to transit trade, sago,

Compare what is said above, p. no, as to 'chena' cultivation in

Ceylon.
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camphor, gutta and other products being collected from CHAPTER

the neighbouring coasts and shipped to Singapore, from
IV>

which port cloth, rice, brass-ware, and other goods are

brought to Labuan and sent over to Borneo.

The climate is far from extreme, the temperature ranging Climate.

from 71 to 93, and the general health of the community

appears to be good, though malarial fever is prevalent.

The population at the census of 1901 was 8,411, includ- Popula-

ing 51 Europeans and 1,615 Chinese, the remainder of the

inhabitants being almost all natives of Borneo.

Labuan is 300 miles distant from Sandakan, the chief Distances.

station of the British North Borneo Company, and about

350 from Kuching, the capital of the State of Sarawak.

Its distance from Singapore is about 700 miles, from Hong
Kong 1,200, and from Manila 800. It has steam communi-

cation with Singapore, Manila, and Kuching, and is in tele-

graphic communication with Hong Kong, Singapore, and

North Borneo.

Labuan presents at first sight a close parallel to Hong Central

Kong. The two islands comprise much the same area, both

lie close to the mainland, both possess fine harbours, and

both were acquired at about the same time by Great Britain.

Unfortunately the parallel goes no further. Hong Kong,
from which little was generally expected at the time of its

occupation, has become one of the greatest ports in the

world. Labuan, from which much was hoped, has proved a

failure : its past history, its present position, and its future

prospects being alike depressing.

Had Borneo been, like China, richly cultivated, teeming

with an industrious population, and therefore inviting to

European traders, Labuan might now be enjoying as great a

measure of prosperity as Hong Kong, both as a commercial

port and as a naval station ;
but the proximity of the decaying

Sultanate of Brunei, and of territories inhabited by races

whose main occupations until very recent years were piracy
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SECTION by sea and head-hunting by land, afforded little temptation

to European capitalists to invest money in Labuan, and even

the rising prosperity of other parts of Borneo appears to

exercise little or no influence on the island, the trade from

North Borneo mainly going direct to Singapore and Hong
Kong, and that of Sarawak to Singapore.

It may, perhaps, be hoped that, with the development of

the undoubted riches of Borneo, the coal mines of Labuan

may yet make the colony an important centre of trade
;
but

it must be admitted that, so far, there has been no indication

that such hopes are likely to be realized in the near future.

BBTJNEI.

About thirty miles from Labuan, near the South-west

corner of Brunei Bay, lies the town of Brunei, the capital

of what is left of the great Malay Sultanate, from which, as

already stated, the name of Borneo is derived.

History. Native histories state that the Sultanate was originally

a dependency of the Hindu kingdom of Menjapahit in Java,
which came to an end in 1473, an<3 that the Mohammedan

religion was introduced from the Malay peninsula at about

that date. One of the earlier Sultans is said to have married

a Chinese lady
] and it is certain that from early times Chinese

influence was strong in Brunei. The first mention of the

Sultanate in Chinese history appears to be in the year 669,
when an envoy was sent to Peking, and another embassy is

recorded early in the fifteenth century. Reference has already
been made to the Chinese trade with the North of Borneo,
which is known to have been of great importance at least as

early as the sixteenth century, and which, as has been seen,

1 She is said to have been the daughter of the Chinese officer who
finally, by an ingenious stratagem, obtained the jewel of the dragon of
Mount Kinabalu (p. 261). See The Book of the Descent of the Rajas
ofBrunei, translated by Sir Hugh Low in the Journal of the Straits
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society (1880).
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lasted till misgovernment in Brunei and piracy on the seas CHAPTER

put an end to it early in the nineteenth century.
Iv>

In the early years of the sixteenth century Brunei had

risen to a position of considerable power, and the authority

of the Sultan extended not only over the whole of the

Northern part of Borneo, but even, it would seem, over the

Sulu islands and part at least of the Philippines.
1

Its

wealth and importance at this period are shown by the

description given by Pigafetta of the magnificence of the

Sultan's court and by the fact that the early navigators

extended the name of the Sultanate to the whole of the

island. Its riches appear to have been mainly due to

the trade with China.

The relations of Brunei with the European Powers have

already been sketched, and little remains to be added. Its

prosperity seems to have begun to decline about the end of

the sixteenth century, and by the middle of the nineteenth it

had fallen very low. Civil war, misgovernment and disputed

successions, coupled with the ravages of the pirates and the

consequent loss of trade, had reduced it to the state of decay

into which all the Malay kingdoms of the East have fallen

when left to themselves.

Some outlying territory had been ceded to the Sultan of

Sulu as early as 1704,* but the process of disintegration,

which has been rapid in recent years, began with the grant

of Sarawak to Rajah Brooke. Further cessions followed,

and the dominions of the Sultan have been so diminished

by grants to Sarawak and to the British North Borneo

Company, that all that now remains to the Sultanate

is two separate strips of territory lying as enclaves in the

middle of the dominions of Sarawak. A step fatal to the

fortunes of Brunei was taken in 1882, when the Baram river

1
Pigafetta says that the son of the King of Luzon was Captain-

General of the King of Burne (Brunei).
a See above, p. 243 n.
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SECTION was ceded to Sarawak. The warlike Kayans of that district

v< had been the principal instrument by which the Sultan and

the ruling chiefs maintained their authority in other parts of

the territory, and the loss of their services was soon felt. The

inhabitants of the Limbang district close to Brunei and of

the Trusan district further to the East had long been in

a state alternately of open rebellion or of passive resistance,

and when they again broke into open revolt in 1884 the

Sultan found it impossible to reduce them to obedience. In

1885 he was obliged to cede the Trusan district to Sarawak,

in default of payment of compensation for the murder by the

insurgents of some Sarawak Dyaks.
1 The disturbances in

the Limbang territory lasted almost uninterruptedly until

1890, when Sir Charles Brooke, in order to put an end to

the disorder in a country adjoining his new possessions on

the Trusan river, annexed the district. The Limbang river

lies at the very doors of the capital, the creek on which

Brunei stands being probably an old mouth of the Limbang,
and its importance to the town was recognized in the common
local saying that 'the Limbang is the life (or "the rice pot")
of Brunei'. Its loss therefore completed the ruin of the

Sultanate, and the Sultan and his nobles have since that date

lived a hand to mouth existence on the revenues of the small

extent of territory still left to them, aided by the annual

subsidies paid by Sarawak and North Borneo for the districts

ceded to them.

Present The dominions still left to the Sultan comprise an area of
e

*j

e

tfa
some 4,000 square miles. The principal districts are Brunei,

Sultanate, lying on the river of that name, which runs South-West from

Brunei Bay, Muara Besar and Muara Damit to the North

of Brunei, Belait and Tutong further to the West, reaching
to the Sarawak border near the Baram river, and Tamburong

1
It is said that these murders were the result of an unfortunate mis-

understanding due to the fact that the Dyaks were wearing trousers

garments which the Trusan Muruts were only accustomed to see on
the limbs of the Brunei Malays, against whom they were in rebellion.
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and Laboh, which are further to the East and are cut off CHAPTER

from Brunei owing to the occupation of the Limbang by
IV<

Sarawak.

The town of Brunei, which lies about twelve miles from Brunei

the river mouth, is built mostly in the Brunei river, the houses
town '

standing on piles in the manner described by Pigafetta in the

sixteenth century. Pigafetta asserts that at the time of his

visit there were 25,000
'
fires or families' in the town. If by

this expression he meant 2 5,000 separate houses, the approxi-

mate number of the population would be 375,ooo
1

,
but even

if, as is possible, he means that more than one family

inhabited the same house, the population must still have

been many times greater than it is now. At present the

inhabitants are said to number 10,000 or 12,000. The

houses are ruinous, and the town has fallen into a state of

decay. The only sign of industry is the presence of a cutch-

factory,
2 which occupies the site of the former factory of the

East India Company. The river extends about ten miles

beyond the town, and at its head is situated the small district

of Limau Manis.

The Muara districts between Brunei and the sea are of Muara

some importance, as they contain coal mines, now leased to j/^z"^
the Rajah of Sarawak, who has constructed wharves and Damit?

sheds at Brooketon in connexion with his works. Rajah
Brooke has also opened another mine on Pulau Berembang
in the Brunei river, but operations have recently been

suspended.

The Government of Brunei is theoretically a despotism, Govern-

the Sultan being supreme, but actually the country has been
m

divided into a number of practically independent fiefs, the

1 Sir Spenser St. John, formerly Consul-General for Borneo, states

that fifteen persons is a fair average to allow for the inhabitants of

a Brunei house.
a Cutch is a dye-stuff extracted from the bark of the mangrove tree,

which grows all over the coast districts.
8 Muara = ' river-mouth

'

;
Besar '

large
'

; Damit - ' small '.

VOL. I. S



258 MEDITERRANEAN AND EASTERN COLONIES

SECTION revenues of many districts being owned by the principal
v-

chiefs either as their hereditary private property or as

appanages of their offices. According to the theory of the

Constitution the Sultan should be assisted by four principal

Ministers (Wazirs), usually members of the royal family,

the Pengirans (= Chiefs) Bendahara, Di Gadong, Temeng-

gong, and Pemancha, and another of less rank, the Shahban-

dar : the Bendahara being responsible for internal affairs, the

Temenggong Commander-in-Chief, the Pengiran Di Gadong
Treasurer, and the Pengiran Pemancha the latter's deputy ;

while the functions of the Shahbandar are those of a Minister

of Commerce. Of recent years, however, practice has hardly

followed the theory, since the vacancies in the ministerial

body have been left unfilled in order that the Sultan may
draw the revenues of the vacant offices. No Temenggong
has been appointed since 1885, when the last holder of that

office became Sultan, and the post of the Pengiran Di Gadong
has also been vacant for several years. As has already been

stated, a British Resident has now been appointed, with

whom the real work of government will rest.

Finances, No figures of the revenue or expenditure are available.

The system of taxation has been almost purely arbitrary, the

amount obtained being whatever the Sultan and the Pengirans

could extort. With the rapid decline of the Sultan's power
and of the extent of his territory, the revenue from taxation

has fallen practically to nothing, and the incomes of the Sultan

and his ministers have been almost solely derived from the

yearly payments for the lands ceded to the Rajah of

Sarawak and the British North Borneo Company, and the

sums paid by the Chinese traders, to whom the gambling
and opium farms, and monopolies for the sale of various

articles, and for the right to collect import and export duties

have been granted.

Till quite recently brass guns, of which there was formerly
a factory in the town, formed a part of the currency of
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Brunei. Of late years the currency has consisted of silver CHAPTER
dollars and of the coins of Sarawak and North Borneo. IV*

Some years ago the Sultan issued a small copper coinage of

his own, but the experiment was soon abandoned.

In addition to the coal and iron in the districts at the Products,

mouth of the Brunei river, oil has been discovered in several
Trade

>
&a( -

parts of Brunei, antimony has been found in the Belait

district, and gold and iron are said to exist, but the state of

decay into which the Sultanate has fallen has prevented any
serious attempt to develop its resources. At present the

exports consist of cutch, from the factory mentioned above,

and sago and jungle produce, chiefly from the Belait and

Tutong districts. No figures exist from which the value

of the trade can be ascertained, but it has been estimated

that the imports and exports each approximate to a quarter

of a million dollars yearly.

The climate of Brunei, like that of Labuan, is said to be Climate

generally healthy, and the heat not oppressive for the tropics,
at

but Europeans suffer from the usual tropical fevers. The

inhabitants of the town of Brunei have recently been visited

by severe epidemics of small-pox.

The population of the Sultanate is roughly estimated at Popula-

30,000; the number tending to decrease owing to emigra-

tion to Sarawak and North Borneo. Besides the Malays of

Brunei, it comprises Kadayans, Muruts, mostly in the Laboh

and Tamburong districts, and Dusuns on the Belait river.

There are also about 500 Chinese in the country.

NOBTH BOBJSTEO.

The territory held by the British North Borneo Company Geography,

includes the whole of the Northern end of the island,
area

>
& '

together with the islands within three leagues of the coast, of

which the most important are Balambangan and Banguey, to

the former of which reference has already been made. The

S 2
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SECTION Company's territory is bounded by the sea on all sides but the
V<

South and the South-West. On the South it is coterminous with

the Dutch possessions, the boundary, which was settled in 1891,

corresponding roughly to latitude 4 i o'N., and on the South-

West with the possessions of the Rajah of Sarawak. Several

additions to the area originally granted by the Sultans of

Brunei and Sulu have been acquired by cession from Brunei,

and the territory now comprises about 31,000 square miles *
:

it is therefore slightly larger than Scotland and slightly

smaller than Ireland. The long coast-line, about 900 miles

in length, is deeply indented and contains several excellent

Towns, harbours. The principal town and the headquarters of the

Government is Sandakan, which lies some little distance up
the bay of that name on the East coast. At the census of

1901 it contained, with its suburbs, a population of 9,541, of

whom nearly 4,000 were Chinese. Sandakan Bay, which is

nearly land-locked, forms a magnificent harbour, about fifteen

miles long by five broad, which is the centre of the trade of

the East coast. Sandakan is about 1,200 miles from Hong
Kong, 1,000 from Singapore, 600 from Manila, and 1,600

from Port Darwin. Other important settlements on the

East coast are Lahat Datu, in Darvel Bay, a centre of the

tobacco trade, and Tawao, at the entrance to Cowie

Harbour, near the Southern boundary of the Company's

territory. The principal settlement on the North is Kudat,

in Marudu Bay, once famous as a headquarters of the

pirates. On the West coast the chief settlement is the grow-

ing town of Jesselton, the terminus of the railway. The

town stands on Gaya Bay, which forms a fine natural

harbour, said to contain some 10 square miles of-good

anchorage. Jetties have been constructed at which vessels

up to 2,000 tons burden can load and discharge.

The Company have also formed several settlements

inland, but the greater part of the interior is still covered

1 The original concessions were about 20,000 square miles in area.
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with jungle and only imperfectly known. Away from the CHAPTER
sea the country consists mainly of highlands, interspersed

IV *

with open valleys and wide plateaux, the highest mountain in

the country being Kinabalu 1

(13,680 feet), the central feature

of a range which runs parallel with the West coast at a

distance of about 20 miles.

The rivers of North Borneo are numerous and of great Rivers.

importance to the territory, since, in the absence of roads,

they form the main channels of communication. On the

West side, however, their value is reduced by the fact that

they are much broken by rapids, which impede navigation.

In this part of the territory the most important stream

is the Padas, which flows through a very fertile district and

debouches near the Western extremity of Brunei Bay. It is

navigable for steam launches of shallow draught for a distance

of between 50 and 60 miles. On the North the chief river

is the Marudu, which flows into the bay of that name. The

longest and most important river in the State is the Kinaba-

tangan, which enters the sea through a swampy delta, about

50 miles in breadth, not far from the town of Sandakan.

Steam launches can make their way for about 60 miles up
the river and it is navigable by boats for at least 40 miles

further. Its source has not yet been accurately determined,

though it has been explored for a distance of about 350
miles from the mouth.

The climate of North Borneo, though tropical, is equable Climate.

and not unhealthy. The temperature varies from 70 to 90,
but the heat is not oppressive, owing to the prevalence of light

breezes. The winds are regular, the North-Eastern monsoon

1 Kinabalu = ' Chinese widow ', and this name and others into which

the word 'Kina* enters (e.g. Kinabatangan) afford evidence of the

important part played by the Chinese in the history of Borneo. The
native story is that the mountain was the home of a dragon, who owned
a jewel much coveted by the Emperor of China. Numbers of the

emissaries sent by the Emperor to obtain possession of the jewel were

devoured by the dragon, and from this circumstance the mountain

acquired its name.
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Govern-
ment.

SECTION blowing from October or November to March or April, and

the South-Western for the remainder of the year. Typhoons
are unknown. The average annual rainfall varies in different

parts of the territory from 80 to 120 inches.

Animals. The country contains numerous wild animals: the elephant
1

and the rhinoceros being found in some districts on the East

coast and the orang-outan in the jungles of the interior.

Bears, cheetahs, wild cattle, and wild pigs, which latter are a

favourite food of the native tribes, are met with throughout
the territory. The absence of the tiger, so common in the

Malay Peninsula, is noticeable. Pythons and many other

varieties of snakes are common, and the swamps and rivers

swarm with crocodiles.

Unlike most Chartered Companies, the British North

Borneo Company has never taken advantage of its right

to trade, but confines itself to the work of government,
which is carried on through a Court of Directors in London,
and a Governor 2

, Residents, and other officers in Borneo.

For administrative purposes the country is divided into ten

provinces Alcock and Dewhurst in the North, Myburgh,

Mayne, and Elphinstone in the East, Dent and Cunliffe in

the South, Keppel in the West, Clarke in the South-West,

and Martin in the centre.

Law, <&v. The laws in force are based on the Indian codes and

on a number of the ordinances of the Eastern Colonies

and the Federated Malay States, which have been adapted to

local conditions. Military force is represented by an armed

constabulary, about 600 in number, consisting partly of

Sikhs and Pathans, partly of Malays, and other natives

of Borneo.

The currency until 1905 was based on the ordinary silverfinances,

Trade, &c.
1

Pigafetta mentions that he and his companions, when they visited

Brunei, were conveyed to the palace on elephants a mode of travel

which seems curiously out of place in a town built mostly in the river.
2 The officially-recognized title of this officer is 'Principal Repre-

sentative of the British North Borneo Company in North Borneo.'
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dollar of the Far East ; in that year the Straits Settlements' CHAPTER
dollar was adopted as the standard coin. The Company has

1V -

its own nickel and copper subsidiary coinage and its own
note issue.

The revenue for the year 1883, the first for which figures
are available, was $77,103; in 1904 it was $978,955 \ the

proceeds of land sales being included in both cases
;
the

expenditure in 1904 was $609,927
l

, as against $391,547
in 1883. The revenue is mainly derived from the opium,

tobacco, and spirit farms, import duties, royalties or export
duties on jungle produce, timber and tobacco, land sales,

profits on note issue and coinage, and a poll-tax on adult

natives.

The imports, which in the year ending June, 1884, were

valued at $512,785, amounted in 1904 to nearly $3,000,000,
while the value of exports in the same period had risen from

about $260,000 to over four and a quarter million dollars.

The mineral resources of the Company's territory are still Products.

imperfectly known, but gold and iron exist, though the

former has not yet been worked on any large scale and the

latter not at all, and traces of copper and antimony have

been found. Good coal exists in the neighbourhood of

Cowie Harbour on the East coast, and recently very large

deposits of manganese ore have been discovered in the

North. The mine fields are being connected by a light rail-

way with the port of shipment at Marudu Bay. Oil-springs

have also been found, though they have not yet proved
a source of much profit ;

and there is some possibility that

diamonds may be discovered.
2

For the present, the main riches of the territory con-

sist of forest and agricultural products, great quantities of

valuable timber being available, while practically every

1 These figures include the revenue and expenditure of Labuan, then

being administered by the Company.
a Reference has been made above to the former large trade in

diamonds from the West of Borneo,
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SECTION tropical and sub-tropical plant can be grown with success.

Of the cultivated products the most important is tobacco, to

which the soil and climate of North Borneo have proved to be

exceptionally well suited, while sago, tapioca, pepper, coco-

nuts, and a little coffee are also exported. Among the other

articles exported are gutta-percha, rubber \ camphor, resin,

rattans, beeswax, cutch, and the bche-de-mer and edible

birds' nests, for which there is always a large demand in

China. Practically the whole of the trade is with Hong
Kong or with Singapore, from which latter port the products

of the territory find their way to Europe.
Communi- There is regular steamer communication with Singapore
cations.

an(j jjong Kong, and North Borneo is connected by cable

through Labuan with both these ports, and thus with the

rest of the world. Sandakan, the capital, is connected by

telegraph with Mempakul on the West coast, the landing place

of the cable from Labuan
;

and other stations are joined

by branches to this main line. Roads are practically non-

existent, with the exception of bridle-paths, but the Company
has recently constructed metre-gauge railways, with a total

length of about 1 20 miles. The main line runs from Jesselton

through Beaufort to Weston on Brunei Bay, a branch some

30 miles long running from Beaufort to Tenom, in the

interior, and an extension is contemplated from the latter

place to Cowie Harbour, near the South-Eastern boundary.

Poptt!a- The population of North Borneo is estimated at about

1 20,000
2
, including about 200 Europeans and some 16,000

Chinese. The remainder of the inhabitants on the coast are

mainly Brunei Malays, Bajaus, Illanuns, and Sulus, the descen-

dants of the famous pirate tribes. Further inland are settle-

ments of the Dusuns, who show some skill in the cultivation

of rice, while the interior is peopled with half-savage Muruts.

1
i.e. wild rubber from the forests. Recently plantations of Para

rubber (Hevea Brasiliensis] have been started, and are said to be doing:
well.

8 Some estimates say 200,000.

tion.
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The progress of the territory under the Company's rule CHAPTER

has, perhaps, not been so rapid as might have been expected
IV '

in view of the great natural resources of the country, but

large allowance must be made for the difficulties inseparable

to the introduction of a settled administration into a country

peopled by tribes, who, half a century ago, were known only

as fierce and inveterate pirates and slave raiders or as semi-

savage head-hunters, and for the fact that peaceful develop-

ment has repeatedly been interrupted by the necessity for

punitive expeditions against rebel chiefs. Within the last

few years the trade of the interior was practically sus-

pended for months, owing to a formidable rising led by a

Malay, named Mat Salleh, who twice captured and looted a

station of the Company, and generally kept the country in a

ferment until he was killed in an attack on his hut in January,

1900; and minor risings have occurred even since that date.

To the Empire, North Borneo might conceivably prove of

great service in the event of a war in which the mastery of

the Southern Pacific or the Far Eastern seas was at stake,

since on the East the magnificent harbour of Sandakan would

afford a point of vantage from which to watch the Straits of

Macassar and the route from China to Australia and on the

other coast Gaya Bay practically commands the main route

from China to the Malay Peninsula and the Indian Ocean ;

while the neighbouring coal fields of Labuan and Brooketon

on the one side and of Cowie Harbour on the other would

afford an ample supply of fuel, capable of being used in an

emergency for naval purposes.

SABAWAK.
The district originally ceded to Sir James Brooke com- Area and

prised an area of about 3,000 square miles, the coast-line
e raP &

extending from Tanjong Datu, near the Western end of

Borneo, for about 60 miles East-South-East until it reached

the Samarahan river. To the South it was bounded by the

territory under Dutch protection, which extends also over
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SECTION a small strip of land between Tanjong Datu and the sea
V '

on the West. The distance from the coast to the boundary

of the Dutch territory on the South averaged about 50 miles.

The Rajah's territories were greatly increased in 1862, when

the rivers between the Samarahan and Kadurong Point to the

North-East of the Bintulu river were obtained, the coast-line

being thus extended to about 300 miles, and in 1880 the

boundary in this direction was advanced about 100 miles fur-

ther by the acquisition of the districts to the West and South

of a line drawn some three miles to the East of the Baram

river. That line is the present boundary between Sarawak

and Brunei in this direction, but since that date further large

additions have been made in the North-East of the Brunei

territories. In 1885 and 1890 the Trusan and Limbang
districts were acquired in the circumstances already men-

tioned 1
,
and at the end of 1904 a district on the Lawas river

to the North-East of the Trusan was ceded by the British

North Borneo Company. As a result of these extensions,

the territory now under the Rajah's control comprises about

42,ooo
2

square miles an area rather larger than that of

Ireland and Wales together. The Southern boundary is

formed by several mountain ranges, which divide Sarawak

from the Dutch territories. The interior of the country is

mountainous, containing several ranges, mostly of limestone

or sandstone, which rise to a height of between 4,000 and

8,000 feet. Towards the sea there are alluvial plains, inter-

sected by numerous rivers, the most important of which are

the Rejang and the Baram. The former is navigable for

steamers for about 160 miles, but the navigation of the

latter is impeded by a bar across its mouth.

The chief town in the State is Kuching, on the Sarawak

river, about 23 miles inland. It contains about 20,000
1 See above, under Brunei, p. 256.
8 This is the figure given in the article on Sarawak in the Colonial

Office List, the proofs of which have been corrected by the Sarawak
Government. Most books of reference give it as 50,000 square miles.



SARAWAK 267

inhabitants, and is the seat of government. Sibu, on the CHAPTER

Rejang, and Muka on the river of that name, are also
Iv>

towns of some importance, and there are a number of

smaller settlements.

In the first years of his rule in Sarawak, Sir James Brooke Govem-

had shown himself desirous of placing his State under ment*

British protection, and even of transferring it directly to the

control of the British Crown, but Her Majesty's Govern- - ,

ment displayed no great eagerness to accept the charge, and

a change in the Rajah's views was caused by the violent

attacks of certain English politicians on his proceedings in

connection with the expeditions against the pirate tribes.

These attacks culminated in a Royal Commission, which sat

at Singapore in 1853, to inquire into Sir James Brooke's

proceedings. The Commission's decisions were in favour

of the Rajah, but the manner in which he had been treated

appears to have left him with a not unnatural sense of

having been ill-used, and the opportunity of establishing a

British Protectorate in the country was lost. In 1863 the

British Government recognized Sarawak's independence of

Brunei, to which, since the appointment of Rajah Brooke to

the government it had paid a merely nominal allegiance ; and

until 1888 the country was both in theory and in practice an

independent kingdom. In the latter year the foreign

relations of the State were placed under British control, as

has already been mentioned, but except for this restriction

Sarawak retains its independence.

The Government is an absolute monarchy, now in the

hands of Sir James Brooke's nephew, Sir Charles Brooke,

G.C.M.G., who succeeded him in 1868. He is assisted by

two State Councils. The Supreme Council which consists

of the Rajah's son and heir-apparent, two of the Chief

Residents, and the four principal native officers of the

Government, meets once a month and deals with legislation

and general matters of administration. The General Council
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Products,
&c.

SECTION consists of about fifty members, including the chief officers

V '

of the State, both European and native. Its functions are

purely advisory, and it meets only once in three years.

For administrative purposes the State is divided into four

divisions, each under the charge of a Resident, who is

assisted by a staff of European and native officers.

The mineral wealth of the country is great. Gold is

worked on a considerable scale, and the export of gold and

gold ore in 1904 was valued at over $1,800,000. Silver,

diamonds, antimony, quicksilver, and coal are also exported,

while there is a considerable trade in timber, gutta, rubber,

sago, and most other kinds of tropical agricultural and

jungle produce. The total value of exports in 1904 was

estimated at about $9,500,000, the imports being valued at

over $8,000,000. The bulk of the trade is with Singapore,

from which port there is regular steamer communication

with Kuching..

The revenue for 1904 exceeded $1,300,000, the expendi-

ture being a little over $1,200,000. The principal sources of

revenue are the opium, gambling, arrack and pawnbroking

farms, import and export duties, and mining royalties.

The population of Sarawak is estimated at about

500,000, including Malays, Kadayane, Muruts, Kayans,

Dyaks, and other tribes, as well as a considerable number

of Chinese.

Sarawak presents a unique example of a native State

Wj1 jcj1 jias ^QQn rescued from the ruin into which it had

fallen, not by the direct interference of a European power,
but by the enterprise of a private person, who devoted his

life to its regeneration, and has left as his memorial a

flourishing community, governed on Oriental lines by a

European, who is at the same time an absolute monarch

and, in his private capacity, a subject of the King of England.
Sir James Brooke was compelled on more than one

occasion to resort to force to secure the recognition of
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his authority, and in 1857 he was actually driven from his CHAPTER

capital and the town burnt in an insurrection of Chinese

gold miners, who had long enjoyed practical independence
and resented his interference in their affairs. Even under his

successor punitive expeditions into the interior have at times

been necessary, but on the whole the natives are, to all

appearance, well content with the rule of their white Rajahs.

PUBLICATIONS RELATING TO BORNEO.

Of the very numerous works on the subject of Borneo, the following

may be noticed :

Rajah Brooke's Journals, edited by Capt. RODNEY MURRAY, R.N.

1848.

Expedition to Borneo of H.M.S. Dido, by Capt. the Hon. H. KEPPEL,
R.N. 1847.

Life in the Forests of the Far East. By SPENSER ST. JOHN. 1862.

Rajah Brooke, by Sir SPENSER ST. JOHN (in
' Builders of Greater

Britain
'

Series). 1899.

Natives of Sarawak and British North Borneo, by H. LING ROTH.

1896.

The Journals of the Straits Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society contain

a number of valuable articles on Borneo. Secial mention may be

made ofthose by Sir HUGH Low and Sir W. H. TREACHER referred

to in the text.








