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MALAYA, OR MALACCA.

THE peninsula appended to the Birman tcrrltorles on the south
is styled Malaya or Malacca.

Fxtent. “1'he northern limits are not strictly defined ; but Ma-
lacca is about 8%, or ncar 560 miles in length, by about 150 miles
of medial breadth, a territory sufficiently ample for a powerful mon-
archy, had its native preductions corresponded with its extent.

Language. The Mulayan language has been called the Italian
of the east, f ‘om the mr.!od} of frequent vowels and liquids.

The Arabic character is made use of ; and av influx of words of
that language bas fullowed the a:]upllun of the Mahometan relig-
ion.

Divisions. Malacca is represented as divided into the kingdom
of Patani in the north, and that of Yohor or Jor occupying the
southern extremity of the prmmula? the chief towns being Batusa-
ker the capital, Linga, Bintam, and Carimon.

"
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Ciry. The city of Malacca in the last ceniury was supposed to
ontain 12,000 inhabitants, of which however only 3000 dwelt with+
n the walls. Not above 300 were native Portuguese, the others
»eings a mixed race of Mahometan Malays, accounted among the
hief merchants of the east. The Portuguese settlement did not
sxtend above 5 leagues around 5 yet became highly important
from its advantageous position for Indian and Chinese commerce®

In general the Malays are a well made people, though rather
helow the middle stature.  Their complexion is tawney, and their
hair is very long, black, and shining.

T hey are restless. fond of navigation, war, plunder, emigrations,
colonies, desperate eincrprizes, adventures, and gallautry.  They
are uoniversally considered by those with whom they have inter-
course, as the most treaclerous, ferocious people on the globe.

It is nothing uncommon for a handful of these savages suddenly
to embark, attack a vessel by surprize, poinard in hand, massacre
the people, and make themselves masters of her. Malay barksy
with 25 or 30 men, bave becn known w board European ships
of 30 or 40 guns, in urder to take possession of them, and murder
with their poinards a great part of the crew. The Malay history is
full of such enterprizes, which mark the desperate ferocity of these

barbarians.

Opposite to the coast of Malacca, though at a considerable dis-
tance, are the islands of Andaman and of Nicobar. The great Ans
daman is about 140 milcs in length, and 20 in the greatest breadth,
indented by deep bays, affording excelient harbors, and intersected
by vast inlets and creeks, one of which, navigable for small vessels,
passes quite through the isie.d  The soil is chiefly black mould;
tke cliffs of a white arenaceous stone. The extensive forests af-
ford some precious trges, as cbony, and the Nicobar bread fruit.
The only quadrupeds scem to be wild hogs, monkeys, and rats.
T'he sea supplics numerous fish, and excellent oysters. The peo-

lc of the Andamans are as little civilized as any iu the world, and
are probably cannibals. They have woolly heads, and perfectly re+
semble negroes.  Their character is truly brutal, wnsidious, and fe-
rocious, and their canoes of the rudest kind. On Barren isle, about
15 leapues cust of the Andamans, 1s a violent volcano, which emits
showers of red hot stenes ; end the whole island has a singular and
volcanic appearance. A British sctlement has been recently forms
ed on the Greater Andaman, and some couvicts sent thithtr from
Bengal. The natives, about 2000, have already profited by the ex-
ample of English industry.

The Nicobars are three ; the largest being about five leagues in
circumference § - They pioduce cocoa und areca trees, with yams
and sweet potatoes 3 and the catable bird’s uests, so bighly esteem-
ed in China, abound here as well as in the Andamans. The people
are of a copper color, with small oblique eyes and other Tartar fea«
tures. 1In their dress a small stripe of cloth hangs down bebind ;
and hence the ignorant wtales of scamen, which led even Linnzus te

* Mandelslo, i. Col. 337. } As. Res. iv. 886. f As. Res. iii. 149,
71
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infer, that some kind of men had tails. The only quadrupeds are~
swine and dogs. The traflic is in cocoa nuts, of which one hun-
dred are given for a yard of blue cloth.
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