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series. Each series messes, sleeps, and cleans the deck at the gun
from which its No. is derived. e duties of every individual are
so minutely specified in this “Réglement,” that the particular
objects to be cleaned by certain men, even the man-ropes which
some have to scrub, are mentioned in its various articles. But what
may strike an English officer as still more extraordinary, is the fact
that the words of command of the various nautical evo{utions, such
as tacking, wearing, fidding top-gallant masts, and shifting sails and
spars, are given at full lengt-{:, and are accompanied by a detailed
explanation, as are the words of command, in a book of gunnery or
musket drill. Orders, we are told, are always to be given in the

_plural, and the word “envoyez P’ is to be nsed on all occasions,
such as swaying acroes yards, when several different things are to
be done together.

But perhaps what chiefly merits our attention in these regula-
tions, is the care that is taken that the routine shall be made
intelligible to all who have to see it carried out. Each separate
item is accompanied by a sort of commentary describing very closely
what is expected to be done; and this part of the Instructions alone
occupies more than fifty-six pages. ‘

The duties of sentries, too, according to their different posts, are
stated at length ; and, even in this small particular, much trouble
must be saved the commanding officer who has to fit out a ship,
when he finds that he has only to transfer copies of these to the
various order-boards.

It is not to be doubted that so penetrating a system of organiza-
tion is repulsive o the character of British seamen in general, and
that its adoption into our own Navy, in any but a very partial
form, would be fraught with the greatest difficulty. Still we cannot
but admire the cleverness with which the Government of France
has supplemented, by an improved organization, that ability for
maritime affairs in which the French seamen are so far behind our
own. Discipline has alost invariably prevailed over simple valour,
however great ; and that discipline is undoubtedly the highest which
resis upon the most perfect system of organizing a force that can
be devised.

OCEAN STATIONS—A VOYAGE IN 1862.
COASTING —SINGAPORE.

The Cochin China coast soon loomed boldly on our starboard bow
and the weather continued fine. Our chart was from a survey made
by the French in 1798, and I was assured that there was none of a
later date. On the 8th of November we experienced some heavy
squalls accompanied by thunder and lightning, but they wexe wexy
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which are common to this zone, but vegetation here seems rather to be
characterised by the beauty of the trees, than of the flowers. The
climate is humid, and in consequence of the soapy red clay of the
soil, the effects of a heavy fall of rain are experienced for many days
after. I cannot say that I should like to make Singapore my place
of residenuce. There is an oppressive monotony 1n its physical
aspect. So long as the sun is shining, one may find sources of
amusement and interest in the natural features and productions of
the soil, but when good things of day begin to droop and drowse,
and the harsh croaking of the frog is only relieved by the voices of
countless insect tribes, and no breath of air can force itself into the
damp lanes gloomy with sombre foliage matted together, one must
be in robust health and buoyant spirits to endure such a locality.

The best index to the climate is the appearance of the European
children. These poor little fleshless mites with pale cheeks, wan
eyes, and feeble querulous voices, do not seem to make the same
imf)ression on their parents that they do upon strangers, who are
able to contrast their blighted infancy with the rosy cheeks of Eng-
land. I should imagine the soil of Singapore to be well adapted
for the cultivation of coffee, but I confess to having serious doubts
in respect of cotton, for which, I venture to surmise, that there is &
nearer and better field in the waste lands of our Indian possessions.

The Malay boats are exceedingly elegant in their lines and are
generally kept scrapulously clean—at least, those that ply for pas.
sengers. A mat shed in the centre, affords shelter from sun and
rain ; the fiery-eyed, wiry Malay in his pictaresque costume of bright
colours, chiefly red, is not a httle proud of his personal appear-
ance and of the skill with which he feathers his light oar;
these boats are, however, unfitted for rongh and squa].l{ weather.
I have seen one of our crew obliged to swing himself backwards
over the windward gunwale and hold on by a stay rope, to prevent
the wind capsizing us as our snowy lateen sailed swelled before it.
The Chinese have also their small crab-like shampans, generally
sculled by one man, who stands up and works with two long oars.
so vigorously, that he is a serious competitor for the Malay, who,
in consequence, has no word too bad for him; he works harder
and charges less than the natives, and thus prevents an extortionate
monopoly. .

During our stay in this port, the ship was daily surrounded at
daybreak by bumboats filled with golden bananas, in their chandelier
whorls, shaddocks, mangosteens, “ creepy”’-looking ramostans, and
green oranges. I kuow that there is a strong prejudice against
allowing soldiers and sailors to purchase fruit on such occasions,
but various circumstances that have come under my notice have led
me to believe that this, like the mania with some of excluding the
night air, is a snare and a delusion. Judiciously eaten, a fruit diet
is, after a voyage, often attended with the best results ; if unnecessary
apprehensions: do not interfere with the practics of \;\.\\\m.
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seemingly perfectly oppressed by the plethora of vegetation, from
which 1ts scattered houses struggle into outer light.

These straits lie between the islands of Pulo Battam and Pulo
Bintang, whose shores are magnificently wooded apparently to the
water’s edge, with here and there verdant satellite isfels along their
coasts. n the latter of these islands two isolated mountains,
densely wooded to their summits, reach the altitudes respectively of
759 and 1,212 feet. In the absence of any evidences of human
habitations, the scenery reminded me sometimes of the wider
branches of the Sunderbunds, and at other times of the solitudes
along the shores of the Gulf of Paria. The waters of this channel
are comparatively shallow, for although between ten and twenty
fathoms occur, our lead occasionally shewed omly five and a half.
There were several very elegant two-masted boats cruising about.

We had frequent light and picturesque squalls, which broke into
the dense green forests and opened a passage for the gleams of sun-
shine, that often slanted forth at such moments with the most beau-
tiful effect, and which forced from me an involuntary tribute to the
genius of Poussin ; although, by the way, I am privately of opinion
that he has more than vne successful rival amongst our living artists.

The following day we were slowly and cautiously feeling our way
through the difficuli straits of Banca, with wooded uplands on our
left and long sandy spits on the opposite side. It was hereabouts,
I believe, that the Traunsit was lost in 1857. Some of the detached
mountain peaks of Pulo Banca are as high as fourteen hundred feet,
but these interminable forests and isolated mountains soon becomne
monotonous.

We observed two English barques hugging the low coasts of
Sumatra, but as the navigation is a matter of some nicety, all three
came to an anchor at dusk, and waited for daylight to resume pro-
gress. The scenery continued much the same. We were in nine
fathoms when we observed a Dutch barque making signals of dis-
tress. She was to appearance, judging by our charts, in about four
fathoms. We afforded such assistanceas was in our power, and lelt
her. After losing sight of land for about eight hours, it again
loomed in bold outlines on our starboard bow.

‘We were now five days out from Singapore. Land was in sight
all morning. Sunbeams were coursing over the mountain forests of
Sumatra, while fierce squalls were ravaging the partially cultivated
uplands of the fine Island of Java; far in the distance faintly
loomed through the shower-streaked space, the bold island cone of
Krakatoa, whose apex is 2,600 feet above the sea level. Almost in
mid-channel we passed the romantic islet called * the Button.”

The scenery of the Straits of Sunda is exceedingly bold and pic-
turesque, and in sowe respects resembles that on the coast of Trini-
dad in the West Indies. Some of the Sumatran mountains are of
considerable height ; that known as Raja Bassa attaining an altitede
of 4,398 feet. I have already alluded to e coerdienatic Sk Wwew
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mired, and then merely as an accessory, to relieve the all-pervading
greens of the landscape. Iis costume consisted of a blue
and white striped banyan, over which was a loose buff muslin
jacket with a deep orauge arabesque pattern, loose payjamas of a
greenish colour, with alternate broad and narrow stripes of blue.
Thrown negligently across his right shoulder and round his waist
was a bright crimson scarf crossed with lines of yellow, and bor-
dered with stripes of dark blue. His tout ensemble was completed
by a carelessly folded white muslin turban of voluminous propor-
tions, sprigged with a brown seaweed pattern.

As we tore through the waves, under a press of canvas, this
fellow remained imperturbably silent ; but when the boatmen took
to their oars (which latter by the way have scarcely any fluke, and
are little better than leaping-poles), and raised their wild song, as
we neared the threatening surf, he discharged volley upon volley of
the grossest abuse, strange to say, in Hgindost.anee, although his
auditors were Malays. Whether or no they understood what he
said I cannot vouch ; I trust, however, that they did not.

It was raining heavily all the while, and as the surf was breaking
furiously on the shore I felt serious doubts about our affecting a
landing, but I soon observed a well-constructed breakwater on
either side of a long and narrow sluice. At the critical moment
our oars were suspended, a huge curling wave bowled us up the
sluice in long undulations, and deposited us safely about two hun-
dred yards inland, underneath the overspreading branches of the
large tree so conspicuous from the roadstead.

Following the official of the volaminous turban, I sprang ashore
in front of the small custom-house, where the chief Dutch func-
tionary was seated in the verandah, surrounded by a group of
picturesque natives, each holding in his hand his remarkable hat,
which I mistook for a very gaudy target.

The hard-featured old Batavian received me courteously, and
buttoning up his white cotton jacket authoritatively—not sus-

iciously—took me under cover of his large umbrella to his own

ouse. Here I posted my letters, for this officer performs all the
functions of the Government and executive, and hag some difficulty
in exchanging my Mexican dollars without loss.

My new acquaintance spoke of a recent English traveller in Java,
as having given his pen to one of the two parties in the island, from
which in return he received much valuable information that other-
wise was not within his reach.

Presently the harbour-master, &c., rang a tiny French hand-bell,
on which a boy bronght in a veletah, on an iron rod fizxed to a
pedestal like a gaff-boom, a box of cheroots, and sundry bottles of
Scheidam, &c. The lad was then ordered to gather me a bunch
of the best flowers in the garden, while the lady of the house made
her appearance, and presented me with two beautiful large lemons.
She spoke English perfectly well, and was shigltly cdoared. Wass
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beauties of sea and sky, with their solemn associations, what a
relief to gaze again on quiet villages nestling amongst trees, on
verdant pastures, or on leafy uplands, mingling their green tints
with the neutral violets of the far distance! It is then that the
ruddy wanderer of the deep seems iutuitively to recognise his own
“ complimentary colour.”

Several small islands, for the most part barren, intercept the
approach to Port Louis, in Mauritius, and dangerous reefs are
encountered at a league’s distance from the shore.

The former, in general configuration, somewhat resemble those
that lie scattered about the Straits of Sunda, but on a nearer
approach the absence of umbrageous vegetation forms a marked
distinction. Here a large rocky islet, hoary and streaked with
guano, is known as “ Le Colombier ;” near it 1s a long spit of land,
with patches of green, speckled with white houses, which terminates
in a bold headland crowned by a light-house.  Still nearer the coast
is the “Gunner’s Quoin,” which sloping from the sea at a sharp
angle terminates suddenly in a precipice, whose perpendicular face
of strangely and apparently closely stratified rock, rises to a height
of (I should suppose) fully 600 feet. Sea-birds are ever soarin
about its lofty summit, or gyrating on snowy wings about the blac!
and gloomy recess that marks the entrance to a large cavern.

The first impressions of the island of Mauritius are very pleasing.
Highly cultivated fields in all shades of green undalate in rich crops
from the yellow surf-beaten beach, near the scene of Virginia’s
apocryphal shipwreck, to the accumulating spurs that unite in a
lofty range of mountains, whose grotesque peaks rise to the height
of nearly three thousand feet, and are swept by eddying mists. The
numerous white chimneys of sugar-boiling houses, the neat cottages
of the peasantry, and the larger residences of the upper classes, even
at the distance from which we saw them, conveyed the impression
of a thriving colony, and a charming natural combination of the
useful and the romantic.

The opportune arrival of a pilot on board hastened our entry into
the harbour of Port Louis, which is land-locked, and protected by
two small forts, one on either side of the narrow entrance.

The clouds that had rested in the early morning on the back-
ground of mountains at whose base the town is situated, now cleared
away gradually, first disclosing the peak called the Pousse, then the
Cap of Liberty, and in a higher range, the Peter Botte, towering in
basaltic majesty into the blue empyrean, like the spire of some won-
derful cathedral. Yet this celebrated mountain in some respects dis-
appointed the most of us. Its form was not exactly that of the
Impracticable Straight-Jacket, as represented to our boyish admira-
tion in ancient Penny Magazines, but had certainly all the fulness
of rocky skirts more conformable to modern fashion, and the
peculiar shape, from our first point of view of its rocky head, being
strictly " perpendicular on one side, presents a coup d’@il far more
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expensive than in England. The small stained rush caps, and red
and yellow matting, come from Madagascar. Excellent right claret
is to be had at ten shillings a dozen, but fruite on the other hand
are correspondingly dear. The mangosteen has been successfully
cultivated, and kananas, pine apples, cocoa nuts, and mangoes, are
plentiful, and just coming into season, while we were in harbour.
Tomatoes, potatoes, carrots, brenjals, &c., &c., are to be had in
abundance. Animal food is remarkably expensive, and apparently
this is the result of unavoidable causes.*®

This colony is one of those interesting ethnological crucibles, in
which it seems to be our ial mission to fuse and amalgamate
the various races of mankins, and that too with no inconsiderable
success, The population consists of English, French, Chinese,
Indians, and Africans, and all their intermediate varieties. The
concomitant diversity of peculiar manners, and sumptuary tastes, are
as interesting as they are often amusing, from tﬁe tortuous em-
bellishment of intractable wool, to the pale brow and delicate
features, shaded by dark flowing braids, where large-petalled flowers
seem to sleep, of the not unworthy successors of Virginia herself, as
they lean over a balcony, or show their frilled or lace-worked
Bloomers at garden-gates. A proportion of Artillery, Engineers,
and two regiments of the line, constitute the strength of the garrison,
one of the latter being generally broken up into detachments to
occupy various small outposts.

Amongst the amusements of the island, I heard of fishing, as well
as deer-stalking. Shell collecting is also carried on to a great
extent, and there are several valuable collections in the island, which
it is to be hoped will at some future period find their way into the
public museums of the mother-country. It is to be regretted that
such collections by remaining in private hands come in the ordinary
course of events to be broken up or lost.

The Mission to Madagascar,t which was lately sent to con-
gratulate the new sovereign of that imperfectly known island, on
his accession to the throne, had just returned, and was one of the
chief topics of interest at the period of our visit. The published
report, although rather meagre, throws out some indistinct sug-

* No pasturage apparently in the island.

+ ** Papers relative to the Congratulation Mission of (sic) Radama, Queen of Ma-
dagascer, laid before Council on the 29th November, 1861.”

Although the Mission was avowedly non-commercial, we showed a very laud-
able desire to make the royal palate acquainted with some of our most popular
comestibles, for in the list of presents forwarded by the Governor of Mauritius, we
find 14 cases of tongues and sansages, 20 cases of preserved European fruits, 50
hams and 20 Cheddar cheeses, besides such other luxuries as a pair of gold epau-
lettes, a thermometer, aund a revolver * complete.”

In this curious document there occurs some names which would sound almost
familiar to the transiators of Pali inscriptions, and the collectors of Bactrian coins.
Thus “ Radama” writing by his secretary * Rahaniraks,” from his capital *“ An-
tanarivo” adverts to the death of his mother * Ranavalomanjaks.”









