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MALAYA OR MALACCA. 181

Tue Malay peninsula, forming the most southerly portion of continental
Asia, is a long narrow tract of about 750 miles, with a varying breadth of
from 60 to 170, and is traversed throughout its whole length by a chain of
lofty mountains. The northern parts, as far as 5° N. lat., belong to the
kingdom of Siam, and are chiefly inhabited by Siamese ; but the southern
portion, or Malaya Proper, inhabited by the Malays, is divided into a

number of petty states. The inland mountains are inhabited by an
aboriginal negro race, in the lowest state of barbarism.

The Portuguese are regurded as the discoverers of Malaceca in 1509.
The Dutch became masters of the town in 1640; in 1795, it was taken from
them by the English, but restored at the peace of Amiens. It was finally
ceded to the British government in 1824, 1In the island at the southern
extremity of the peninsula, the British have founded the port of Singapore,
which is rising into a flourishing settlement. They have another at
Pulo Penang, or Prince of Wales’ Island, on the W, coast.

The precise origin of the Malay race is unknown, though some have
regarded them as of Mongolian descent. They are restless, fond of navi-
%ati{m, war, plunder, emlﬁmtiuna, desperate enterprises, and adventures.

hey are almost universally pirates, and their rapacious and remorseless
disposition has rendered them the terror of the eastern seas. The religion
is a corruption of Mahometanism. Their language is peculiarly soft, and
is as common in the Indies as the French is in Europe, being very easily
acquired, because it has no inflection either in nouns or verbs,

e inland part of the peninsula seems to remain full of extensive ab-
original forests. It affords few commodities for trade, except tin and ele-
phants’ teeth ; but there are a great many excellent fruits and roots. The
pine-apples are the best in the world ; and the cocoa-nuts have shells that
will haﬁl an English quart. There is but little corn, and sheep and
bullocks are scarce ; but pork, poultry, and fish are very plentiful. Be-
sides the tiger and elephant, the country produces bears, bisons, musk-
deer, civet-cats, numerous monkeys, with crocodiles, alligators, and several
kinds of formidable serpents,

To the N. W. of Malacca are the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The
Great Andaman is about 140 miles in length, by more than 20 in its
greatest breadth, and is very fertile. The Beople perfectly resemble ne-

oes, and are in a state of barbarism. A British settlement was formed
E;rﬁ in 1783, and some convicts were sent to it from Bengal ; but in 1796 it
was abandoned. On Barren Isleisa violent volcano, which emits showers
of red-hot stones ; and the whole island has a singular and voleanic ap-
pearance. _

The Nicobars are three ; the largest being about five leagues in circum-
ference. The traffic is in cocoa-nuts, of which a hundred are given for
a yard of blue cloth,



