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i Ma-Lacl-ca a t.of 8. Asia, the cap. of a small colony of the same
- pame, he]unmnn' to Great Britain, is situated on the W. coast of the
Malay pemnsula It was formerly a place of considerable importance,
but since the foundation of Singapore, in 1819, it has sunk into compa-
rative insignificance. Lat. 2° 10’ N., Lon. 102° 5’ E. Pop. in 1822,
12,000. (P. C.)

Maracca, STRAIT oF, is situated between the Malay peninsula and
the island of Sumatra. Its breadth in some places IE{ than 30 m.;
its whole length is about 600 m.

Man/-s-ay or mil/-4-g& (Anc. Mal’aca), the principal seaport of the
Spanish prov. of Granada, situated on a bay in the Mediterranean, with
a fine harbour. From the earliest ages, under all the nations who have
possessed it, this place has been renowned for its commerce; and at
present it is the only flourishing city in Andalusia. (P.C.) Lat. 36°
43' N., Lon. 4° 25’ W. Pop. stated at 52,000. (B.)

Mavaisia, mal-g/-she-q, (Fr. Malaisie, md'-14'-ze/,) or the Mavray
ARCHIPELAGO, called also the INpD1AN, and sometimes the EAsTERN ARCHI-
PELAGO, the most western and most important of the three great divi-
sions of Oceanica, is situated between 12° 8. and 21° N. Lat., and 95°
and 133° E. Lon. It comprehends the Philippine and Molucca groups,
the large islands of Sumatra, Java, Borneo, Celebes, and a multitude of
smaller islands. The line which separates Malaisia from Polynesia,
runs W. of Papua and E. of Gilolo, Mysol, and Ceram. (See OcEAN-
1ca.) Malaisia derives its name from the circumstance that the inha-
bitants, for the most part, belong to the great Malay race.—Adj. Mavar-
s1AN, mal-a/-she-gn.

Maray Pentnsuta, called also the Pexinsura oF Maracca or Ma-
LAYA (mal-#/-ya), & long and narrow territory in Chin India, formmg
the most southern part of the continent of Asia, situated between 1
15" and about 12° g‘ Lat., and 98° and 104° 20" E. Lon. It is about
800 m. long, with a breadth varying from 50 to above 180m. Area
estimated at 80,000sq. m. The soil appears to be, in general, not dis-
tinguished for fertlhty; but the mineral wealth of this region is remark-
able. Gold is found in all the rivers, and is also obtained from mines
in quantities sufficient to justify the name of Chersonesus Aurea, or the
“ golden peninsula,” which the ancients gave to this country. Tin is
also found in abundance. The inhabitants of the peninsula are Siamese
and Malays; the former occupy that portion which is N. of the 5th or
6th degree of N. Lat., and the Malays the remainder.—Adj. Mar-avy/-
aN and Mavr-ay/; inhab. MaLay.

The Mavrays, according to Blumenbach, constitute the fourth grand
division of the human race. In form they are short and robust. The me-
dium height of the men may be 5 ft. 2 inches; that of the women 4 ft.
11 inches. The face is round, the mouth wide, and the teeth, in general,
remarkably fine. These people have great mental activity, and eagerly
apply themselves Lo commerce and navigation. (P.C.) me of them
appear to have made considerable advancement in civilization, and to be
well acquainted with agriculture and the mechanic arts. They have
also made some progress in medicine and in music. The Malays are
spread not only over the islands of the Malay Archipelago, Madagascar,
and the southern part of the Asiatic continent, but appear also to be
found even in the remotest parts of Polynesia.
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