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The Tiger Rock

Built in 1670, the fort on Pangkor Island is called Kota Belanda ('Dutch
fort') by local Malays and is located at a place called Teluk Gedung.
However, Dutch records referred to it as the Dindings fort - named after
the Dindings River which it faced on the coast of thePeninsula. A short
distance from the Dindings fort is the Batu Bersurat (‘Inscribed Rock’). On
this massive rock, an engraving of a tiger mauling what is believed to be a
child can be found. This large granite boulder has the inscription ‘1743
I.F.CRALO’ and the initials ‘VOC’ (Veerenigde Oostindische Compagnie -
The Dutch East India Company), and what appears to be the image of a
tiger. Local folklore has it that the child of a Dutch dignitary, who played
by the rock, disappeared with no trace one day and it was presumed that
a tiger had taken the child. However the villagers also said that it wasn’t
the tiger that had taken the boy, but more probably angry Malays, who
wanted to rid Pangkor of the Dutch. The Dutch could have chiseled this incident on the stone depicting
the Malays as the tiger.

In actual fact, the inscription is probably the coat-of-arms of the Dutch Republic. After the Republic of the
Seven United Provinces was established in 1584, it used as its arms a lion armed in its dexter paw with a
sword and in the sinister paw seven arrows bound together (representing the seven provinces of the Dutch
Republic). Looking at the 'tiger rock' inscription, the blade of the sword is clearly evident and the three of
four lines inscribed on the other paw certainly look more like arrows than some unfortunate 'child' being
carried away. It is confusing that whoever carved the crest added, for some mysterious reason, three
stripes on the back of the lion - which must have led to the assumption by native inhabitants that it indeed
represented a tiger. It could well have been an attempt by the bored Dutch contingent there to localise their
Republic's coat of arms!

© Sabri Zain, 2010. www.malaya.org.uk



Parbury's Oriental Herald and Colonial Intelligencer, 1839

Political and statistical account of the British settlements in the Straits of Malacca
T J Newbold, 1839
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Unaddressed Letters,
Sir Frank Swettenham, 1904

Latah harimau

Studies in Brown,
Sir Hugh Clifford, 1898

Excommunication of the Malacca
tigers

Dom Georges de Santa Lucia, the first Bishop of
Malacca, tried to put a stop to the evil done by tigers
who came by night to Malacca to kill unresisting
women and children. Thinking them to be forest
dwellers from the interior who could change them-
selves from men into tigers, the Bishop wished to
excommunicate them and offered up public prayers
in the Cathedral Church. After the High Mass and
the procession of the Feast of the Assumption of
Our Lady of the Fortress, he solemnly excommuni-
cated these tigers. Since that time they have never
entered the villages, nor killed men, women, or chil-
dren, and the Christians thank God for it. Many
natives Moros, struck by this miracle, were con-
verted in the year 1560, as well as a number of idola-
trous Chelais.

Description of Malacca
Godinho de Eredia, 1613

Tiger Guardians of Gunong Ledang

In 1613, the Portuguese writer Godinho de Eredia described that forest thickets surrounding Mount
Ophir (Gunong Ledang) as being occupied by tigers who guard the Putri or Princess residing there. He
goes further by saying that “the Banuas (‘orang benua’ or Orang Asli) learn their magic arts in a cavern
at Gunong Ledang and use these arts to transform themselves from human form into tigers”. R O
Winstedt’s study of the occult in his “The Malay Magician” also mentions “a were-tiger that guards
the fairy princess of Mt. Ophir”.
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Use of Tiger parts in Singapore

Prisoners their own warders,
John Frederick Adolphus McNair & W D Bayliss,

1899

The Chinese have one superstition amongst many in regard to tigers. They believe that when a person is
killed by a tiger his “ hantu,” or ghost, becomes the slave of the beast and attends upon it ; that the spirit
acts the part of a jackal, as it were, and leads the tiger to his prey ; and so thoroughly subservient does the
ghost become to his tigerish master, that he not infrequently brings the tiger to the presence of his wife and
family, and calmly sees them devoured before his ghostly face.

From Prisoners their own warders, John Frederick Adolphus McNair & W D Bayliss, 1899
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The Were-Tigers of Korinchi

Malay Sketches
Sir Frank Swettenham, 1895

A National Sport

Perak and the Malays
Sir Frederick McNair, 1878
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Rimaupore

One hundred years of Singapore
Makepeace, Brooke, Braddell, 1921

The tiger and the buffalo

Bukit Gantang in Perak has always been a great place for tigers. On the night of March 19th, 1909, a tigress
and two cubs walked along the railway line on to the platform of the little station and lay down under the
ticket window of the booking office. In the morning the print of the folds of her skin was plainly visible on
the dry, dusty earth, as also were the broad pugs made in the dust when she got up and marched out
again with a cub on each side of her, the movements of all of them being clearly recorded on the ground.
During the construction of the line several tigers were shot by the engineer in charge, but no difference in
their numbers is noticeable, and a tiger’s track along the line is still quite common. The stories about them
are numerous. One of the latest is that a Malay was going along a path by himself when he heard a
rustling behind him and looked round, to see a tiger emerging on to the path. He started to run and the
tiger to run after him, as is the common habit of the cats, which will chase anything. On that the path, the
Malay passed a buffalo near a wallow. When the tiger got to the same point the buffalo lowered its horns
to receive it. The tiger leapt aside and plunged into the buffalo’s wallow - a round hole three or four feet
deep, full of liquid fetid slime. The Malay, as he ran, looked over his shoulder and saw the dis-comfited
tiger crawling out of the wallow, his beautiful coat fouled with evil smelling mud. When one remembers
how particular cats are about their coats and how they resent liquid dirt of any kind, one hopes the tiger
took his mud bath as a lesson against chasing harmless humans.

From ‘An Illustrated Guide to the Federated Malay States’ by Cuthbert Woodville Harrison, 1910
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The Real Malay
Sir Frank Swettenham, 1899

An unusual defence strategy

A case of shock, and a well-known story in the Straits Settlements, occurred in Province Wellesley, but this
was from a tiger. A Roman Catholic priest was returning to his house after breakfasting with a planter at
Alma, and when passing through some tall “lallang” grass a tiger suddenly sprang out into the path a few
yards in front of him. The priest, with great presence of mind, suddenly opened his Chinese umbrella in
the face of the tiger ; the animal gave a leap round to one side, and the priest repeated the umbrella
movement. The tiger then gave another leap round to the other side, and the umbrella action was again
performed. This was renewed till the tiger, who evidently was not hungry, and had taken alarm, made a
disappointed growl and bounded away into the high lallang grass, and the priest hastened on his way
home. On reaching his house he took a cold bath, to brace up his nerves as he said ; but the next day he
was confined to his bed, and died a fortnight after the event, due entirely, it was said, to the shock that he
had sustained.

From Prisoners their own warders, John Frederick Adolphus McNair & W D Bayliss, 1899
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One hundred years of Singapore
Makepeace, Brooke, Braddell,

1921

The manner in which tigers execute their destruction

The regular camping ground for travel-
lers between Perak and Patani used to be,
the guides informed me, at Ayer Bah, a
little further on from Ayer Membalik, but
this place has a bad name, owing to a
tragedy which ocurred there a few years
ago. A Malay and his wife and child,
who stopped there one night, were
surprised by a tiger which sprang among
them as they sat round their camp-fire
and carried off the woman. The man ran
away, and the child, left to itself, wan-
dered into the forest in search of its
parents. In the morning, when the father
returned with assistance, the child was
nowhere to be found and was never
recovered. The spot is now shunned. and
no one ever camps there.

From A Journey on Foot To the Patani
Frontier, Journal of the Straits Branch of
the Royal Asiatic Society, No. 9, 1882

Our Tropical Possessions in Malyan India
John Cameron, 1865

The Chinese have one superstition amongst many in regard to tigers. They believe that when a person is
killed by a tiger his “ hantu,” or ghost, becomes the slave of the beast and attends upon it ; that the spirit
acts the part of a jackal, as it were, and leads the tiger to his prey ; and so thoroughly subservient does the
ghost become to his tigerish master, that he not infrequently brings the tiger to the presence of his wife and
family, and calmly sees them devoured before his ghostly face. From Prisoners their own warders, John
Frederick Adolphus McNair & W D Bayliss, 1899
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A strange bedfellow

Also and Perhaps
Sir Frank Swettenham, 1912

Bukit Gantang

Illustrated Guide to
the Federated Malay States, 1910

The Fanged King of Kedah

The Malay legend of the king who fed on human blood, Raja Bersiong ('The Fanged King'), is loosely based on
the historical myth Hikayat Merong Mahawangsa (Kedah Annals) that told about pre-Islamic Kedah that once
was once ruled by Raja Ong Maha Perita Deria. According to the Kedah Annals, when fighting his enemies,
Raja Bersiung could transform himself into a 'harimau terung kasau' or white tiger - a tiger with a recessive
gene that creates a pale coloration, making the stripes of the tiger very pale. The remains of an earth fort in
Kampung Pinang Tunggal in Kuala Muda are said to be that of this king.
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The Slim River Were-Tiger
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The Further Side of Silence
Sir Hugh Clifford, 1916
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Journal of the Straits Branch of the
Royal Asiatic Society, No. 20,

1889
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Kramat Tigers

Journal of the Malayan Branch of the
Royal Asiatic Society, Vol II, 1924

Tiger Proverbs

Anak kuching menjadi harimau
The kitten has become a tiger - a race which hos

improved, the desecendants becoming superior to their
ancestors.

Anak harimau menjadi kuching
A tiger’s cub becoming a cat - A great man’s son taking
to ignoble occupations.

Duduk sapertu kuching, meIompat saperti harimau
Crouches like a cat, and leaps like a tiger - A quiet but
brave man with plenty of spirit.

Saperti harimau menyembunyikan kukunya,
Like a tiger concealing its claw -. A rich man who
conceals his wealth, or a wise one who is modest
about his acquirements

Saperti harimau menunjjukkan belangnya
As the tiger shows his stripes - A man of good birth
exhibits signs of good breeding, or a brave man is
recognised by his pluck.

Siapa berani menangkap harimau?
Who would dare to seize a tiger ? - Said of a
dangerous undertaking.

Mati gajah tiada dnpat belalai, mail harimau tiada
dapai belangnya
An elephant dies, hut no one finds his trunk; a tiger
dies, but no one finds his stripes - Crime often goes
undiscovered.

Malu kalau anak harimau menjadi anak kuching
It is a shameful thing if a tiger-cub becomes a kitten - A
great man’s son taking to ignoble occupations

Harimau mati meninggalkan belang, gajah mati
meninggalkan tulang
When a tiger dies he leaves behind him his striped
skin, when an elephant dies he leaves his bones - A
man is judged after his death according to the good or
bad name which he leaves behind him.

Takkan harimau makan anaknya
The tiger will not eat its own cubs - The Raja will not order
the death of one of his own children.

Terlepas daripada mulut buaya, masok mulut harimau.
Freed from the mouth of the crocodile only to fall into
the jaws of the tiger – similar to the familiar

Menolong kerbau ditangkap harimau
To go to the rescue of a buffalo seized by a tiger - To
take advantage of the misfortunes of a person

Journal of the Straits Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Society, No. 11, 1883
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The flag of the Federated Malay States
(Negeri Negeri Melayu Bersekutu) was
introduced in 1905 and represented the
union of the four Malay states of Selangor,
Perak, Negeri Sembilan and Pahang in a
federation as a protectorate under the
British Crown. The flag was striped
horizontally with an overall 1:2 to ratio
with white stripe at the top, red, yellow
and black at the bottom. In the center was
a white oblong, with a horizontal major
axis, and a Malayan tiger, in full leap,
facing to the left. This flag was in use until
1950, after the establishment of the
Federation of Malaya.

The coat-of-arms for the Federated Malay
States also featured two tigers, both
supporting a shield or escutcheon. The
coat-of-arms of modern Malaysia is
descended from this design.

Another Malayan flag to feature the tiger
is the historical flag of Kelantan that was
in use from 1912-1923. This flag featured
a tiger shaped in blue calligraphic script,
on a white background. The main body of
the tiger is taken from verse 13, Surah al-
Saf of the Qur'an (And [you will obtain]
another [favor] that you love - victory from
Allah and an imminent conquest; and give
good tidings to the believers.), whereas the
tail says Kerajaan Negeri Kelantan.
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